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To the Reader -' 7 


Iſcourſes Concerning the DIVI NE 
NERC WEIS are ever ſeaſons - 
| able, and-ma Col hal 6 
| become Profs cable _ 7, $0 fon PASS 
12e Wicked. 4.774 the I long Continued NY 
>ns of the-Righteous , is that which ( by neaſow 
of ther own Blindneſs ) proves an unhappy ſtame _-. 
bling block to thoſe chat periſh, But they who 
believe that there is another. and an Eternaf | 
J World, which all men do at Death enter into, _ 
$ fee through this dark Objedtion , I remember Jas 
cobus de Vitriaco hath 4 notable Relation witls 22 
reſpett to this matter, It is anentioned by Bras * 
wardine de Caulſa Dei Page 281. And out of 
him by Maccovius in Loc. Commun. Cap. 46s 
; Pag. 407. Lhe ſumme of what he reports #s to this 
Purpoſe, There was( ſaith he ) an. Hermite 
who began to have Blaſphemous Imaginatls 
gns as if the Providential diſpenſations, of _ 
God in the world were not right , fifee _ © 
Evil men live happily but Godly--men” © 3 
args much alllicted - To this Hermite ther 
fa 2 Comes 
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Comes an Angel in Humane fhape; ſaying þ 
Follow - me and thou ſhalt ſee the hidden | 
iJudgments of God : They goe together. to | 
the houſe of a man who kindly entertain= 
ed them all the Night ; The next Morning, 
the Angel takes away a cup which their kind -þ 
Hoſt did extreamly Love ; and gave it toa | 
wicked man, at whoſe- Houle they Lodged ' 
the next Night . The third Night they F 
wers moft lovingly entertain d at a very 
good mans houſe ; Departing in the. morn- 
Ing , the Angel | meeting, a ſervant of this 
wan who had been ſo good to them, threw } 
him from a Bridge into the water, and 
Drowned him. The fourth Night alſo , 
They Lodged at a good mans houſe and 
were Courteouſly uſed ; but in the Night 
time the: Angel Killed his Child - At theſe 
E + Things the Hermite was Offended, and 
- would begone from ſuch a Companion 5 
& whereupon the Angel faith to him thou ſhalt. 
*-- - now Underſtand the Secret Judgments of 
God : As for the firſt man that Entertain- 
ed us, he did Inordinately affe&t that Cup , 
and therefore it was taken from him for his 
{piritual advantage, and given to the wick- | 
Ed man, as a preſent reward ( which & all 
be ſhall have) for his kindnefs. As for. 
the third, his ſervant did intend to kill his / 
maſter , and therefore I killed him , and ſs 
ſaved 


Gaved the life of his Maſter, and the ſervan? 
from being guilty of Murder, and he hatly 
leſs puniſhment in Hell then he ſhould have 


As for the fourth, before he had a Child 
\ he was very Liberal, and did much good 
; with his Eſtate ; but when he ſaw he was 
like to have an heir , he with-held his hand 
and became .Covetous , therefore his Child 
( whoſe ſoul is now in Paradiſe ) was taken 
from him, becauſe it became an Occaſion of 
{in unto him . 


| a Parable : And it ſerves to ſhew that albeit the 
Tudgments of God are a great Deep , 4nd men 


do not for the preſent ſee the Reaſon of them , yes \_ 
that they are ( and ſhall at laſt appear to be ) Juſt, _ ; 


| axd Equal, and Good . | 
1 This ſubje& of Divine Providence has been 


largely and Elaborately handled by others : Not ; 


only by all Divines who have written Common 
Places: but by ſeveral of our own Nation in thei 
| Diſcourſes lately publiſhed : In ſpecial by Mr « 
; Flavel, Dr. Collins, 4r. Charnock, and Ar. 
* | Crane . Nevertheleſs, the Endeavours of others 
f nay (if Gad ſee meet to own them ) be of uſe @lſo, 
| Fizce as Auſtin ſpeaks, Utile eſt plures libros; a 
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had incaſe he had lived a while longer 4 


Thus far us that Relation, which ( though : 
ome takg it to be a real Hiſtory ) T look, upon as || 


pluribus fieri, 7 have for the Reader's ſake den 4 
ſigned Breyity, and thence have not tranſorite} 


| 


4 To the Reader-\ -w 
For the Prefs all the Sermons that weve Freachet 
92 Ezek. I. 26. Left the diſcourſe ſhould become 
too Voluminoss for ſuch Readers whoſe Edificas 
tion is peculiarly aimed at , The Sermons on 
I{ii. 38. 18. were preached on Occaſion of my Re 
covery from Sickneſs this laſt Summer , tr 

be deſiroi:s to ſee more on that Subjefs , they ' may 


| . read an excellent Diſcourſe of Mr. Hookes ( who | 
was ſometimes a Faithful and Eminent Teacher of 


the Church at New-Haven in N. E. )on the 
fame Scripture . Some other Diſcourſes I had 
thought to have added, having bin much import u- 
ned therewto, but I ſhatl rather reſerve them for 


|, another opport unity (if God permit ) thax make 


this fmall Book, ſwell ' beyond its intended limits , 
= 1 have Cauſed to be annexed herewith a Sermon 
of may Brother's who ſucceds.my ( now bleſſed ) 
; © Brother Samnel' i the” work, of the Miniſtry 74 
Dublin, as 7 ( ſed non paſſubus &quis ) do here 
#n Boſton ( for that Brother of mine was the firſt 
that-ranught the Word of the Lord in this Congre- 
gation to which at preſent I fland Related.) 
Concerning the Author 1 ſhall ſay nothing, confi- 
| dering my near Relation fo bim it 1s not proper, nor 
(through Grace ) is it neeaful for me to fpeak any 
thing: He # well kyown in England and-1n Ireland 
end he # in cuery reſpett as to me an Flder Bro« 
-. ther. hope the Publication of this Sermon of his, 
will tend to promote the Intereſt of Holineſs and 
Cloſe walking with God, in the hearts and tiues 


any | 


To theReader? 
gf Jon (T truft of .many ) that ſhall peruſe it ? 
'1 would have bin more Polite and perfett, had the 
Author himſelf emitted it: what # here publiſhed is 
lone from the Notes which himſelf wrote without 
having the leaſt thought of it s ever bejag Printed . 
At the requeſt of a Relation he ſent the Original 
without reſerving any Copy for his own uſe So did 
| 3t come to my hands , Time was when this my Bro« 
ther and myſelf had opportunities of ſpeaking toge= 
zher in the Name of the Lord to the ſame Cons 
Sregations; but for theſe many years the Lord Je 
ſus bath fixed our Stations in the world and in his 
Church, at a remote diſtance each from other , If 
In this way cf the Preſs we may Conjundtly glorify 
God and promote the ſalvation of any of his Elett,, 
how ſhall we rejoyce when we meet one another in the: * 
day of Chrift! | | 
One that has bin fo often brought back from the 
Sates of the grave as 7 have, may well be follicit« 
ous Concerning the Improvement of hs ſhort time | 
Thoughts of this nature have not been without ſome 
Impreſſion oz my ſpirit, canſing the more willing- 
meſs to endeavour that whilſt 1. am living, I may 
Þring forth ſome fruit that ſhall remain after Icarf * 
netther ſpeak nor write any more for the glory of | - © 
God, and good of the ſouls of men. + 
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" he God of Heaven has an oyer-ruling hand of 
Providence . in whatever cometh te Paſs in. - 
this world. 


6-1 


pO SPI" OF "OE WI 


EzeK. 1. 26. = 
And above the firmament that was over their heads, 
was the likeneſs of a Throne as the appearance of @ 
Sapphire ſtone, and upon the likeneſs of the T hrone , 
was the likeneſs as the appearance of a man above 
 #p011 ils p 


his viſion concerning a wonderful wheel 
whereby we are to underſtand tne wheek . 
bf Providence” The changeable ſcene of affairs 

m this lower world, is fitly ſet forth by a ſimili- 

tude of that nature* This verſe ( with thoſe fol=- } 
Owing ) containes the laſt part of his viſion where © 
:n he declares that he ſaw a very glorious thronez.. * 
which is heredeſcribed from three things. ſe 
1. The Place whereit was. above the firmas. 
ment which was over their teads, He had before. © 
ns he a OSes orig hy "* 


T this chapter we have the Prophet EzekjeL 


<5» 


'z God has an eter Puling Providenee 4 
ſignifying the holy Angels who are made uſe of J 
in manageing and carrying on the affairs of Pro- 
vidence in this world, over thetr heads appeared 
a great Heaven, Now the Throne here ſpoken 
oi was above this Heaven. 

2, It is deſcribed from that which 1t did aps 
pPeare like unto, viz. 4 Sapphire ſtore, which 1s , 
amongſt the moſt precious of Gemms. It is of 
an Heaven-like Cerulean colour. And hence is 
an Embleme of Z12erty Power and Glory. When 
the children of Iſrael were delivered irom their | 
Bondage and going into a glorious Land, the ſee | 

 venty Elders had a viſion not uni!ke unto this , 
for they ſaw the God of Iſrael and there was under 
bis fees. as it were a paved works of Sapphire ſtones || 
and the body of. Heaven in its clearneſs, Exod. 24. 10 

3- This Throne is deſcribed from the perſon | ; 
fitting init. . {here tas the appturatce of a man} } 
aboue upon if, By which Chriſt is meant 5 who | { 
did frequenily appear in viſions to the holy Pa-J þ 

E 
k 


triarchs and Prophets as a man, to lignfhe his 
future incarnation. And he was ſeen by Ezckzet fp 
A3 2 M2n upon a Throne, to intimate that mis xx 
Power ard glory doth belong to the fon of GedyJ# 
not only as God but as Man; 2s God-man or Me-[y, 
diator, There are three doCtrines which this]g, 
1cripture doth preſent to our conſiderations. / |: 
- Dot. 1. {hat Fe mio ſitteth in Heaven has an Io 
over ruling hand of Providence im whatever commeth 
to Faſs m ins world OO 


' Doty 


Sa 


a 


"2 whatever commeth to paſs &c! 3 
S Dot.IT Thar the Throne of Chriſt is a glorious throng 
k Dot. I II. Tha: the Man Chrift Jeſus hath a Provy= 
aential kingdome' appertaining to him, or : 

Z hat the aff dirs of providence are in the hands of 
Chriſt not only as God but as Mediator. _ 

At preſent only to the firſt of theſe doftrines 
4 namely, 7hat He who fits in Heaven has an over 

ruling handof Providenee in what ever commeth ta 
Paſs in this world. | 

In the doCtrinal handling of this truth we ſhall 
1. Lay down ſome propolitions for Explication: 
| 2. Mention ſome things which are Evidences 
| and Demonſtrations of the truth before us, viz.. 
" | That there 1s an over ruling hand of providence 
F | In what cometh to paſs in the world. | 
| Propof. I. The Lord in Heaven knows all that: 
L | #5 Zone uporr the Earth. He knows all things long 
2 | before their accompliſhment. Therefore James 
d | faid Knowne unto God are all bis works from the 
=} begining of the world. AG, 14.18. yea fromall 4 | 
51 Eternity. The very thoughts of Men which are 
ff known to none but themſelvs , the Lord knows 
5 them before they themſelvesdoe, Ezek. 38-10, 11* 
cM for which cauſe He is ſaid to anderſiand thew 
= [thoughts afar off. Pſal. 139, 2. 1. e. long be=. | 
15 [fore they came into their minds: Hence, as'to. | 
"many events” of providence, God has deckare& | 
"long before hand that fo it ſhould be Tſar. 46>  *7 
thlo. and 48, 3- The great Events of providence '; -1 
-[whcreig, the lH has been goncerned, the 
TD lt a k 2 = 4 p— | : 


Gl 


. 1 
God has an over ruling Provideice 


The Lord has ſeen good fo make them known 
before they came to paſs, that ſo his people 
might be prepared for them. He hath ſomtimes 
told his people before hand,not only what Affit- 


Etions and perſecutions ſhould befal them, but | 


how long they ſhould continue. He ſardto 


"Abraham know of a ſurety thy ſeed ſhall be a ſtrang= 
er in a land that is not theirs, and they ſhall aff 


them foxrr hundred years. Geneſ. 15, 13+ Though 
the children of Iſrael continued in the land of 
Egypt, not much above two hundred years, yet 
rom the time that thoſe words were ſpoken to 
Abraham it was four hundred years e're they 


were delivered out of Egypt. The Lord alſo | 
fore-told that the Church ſhould be in Babylon 


ſeventy years. Jer. 29, 19. So concerning 
Antiochns -his perſecution, 1t was to laſt re 
' thouſand and three hundred mornings and evenings 


Dax. 8, 14+ which amounts to fix years three 


maneths and eighteen dayes. And in the book || 


of Revelations the Lord Chriſt has predifted the 


great chanzes which ſhould happen in that part] 


of the world, which is the principal ſeat wheref - 
the Church is diſperſed; even unto his ſecond 


coming. In the Revelations there is a ſeal-prophe«ſ 


&, which does fore-tel what ſhould befal the Ro 
man world, and by what jadgements it ſhould be 
brought to ruin; and there is a Book-prophecie , 
wherein the ſtate of the Church under the Reign 


of Antichriſt is prediged. yet more, ſometimes}: 
COIN I. ome mel; 


FAY as a i 


; - 7m whatever cometn to paſs Fc. $ 
God has ſpoken of Particular perſons long be« 
fore they :came into the world, mentioning 
what their names ſhould be, and what things 
they ſhould doe ; that ſo men might ſee that the 
Lord kuows not only the general concerns whick 

| ſhall happen in the world, but alſo particular 
perſons, and particular events of this or that. - 
kind, Thus wee read in 1. Ky. 13, 2- that 
A prophet cried againſt Jeroboam's Altar in the 
word of the Lord , and faid, O Altar al. 
zar, thns ſayth the Lord, behold a child ſhall be bor 
fo the houſe of David, Joſiah by name, and uport 
zhee ſhall he offer the prieſts of the high places thas 

. burn incenſe upon thee, and mens bones ſhall be burnt 
#:por: thee. Juſt ſo it afterwards came to pals, yet 
That was ſpoken three hundred years before Jo- 
ftah was born. Again, the Lord by the prophet 
1{aiah ch. 44, ver.28. ſaith of Cyrus, He is my 

ſhepherd, and ſhall perform all my pleaſure, even ſays 

ing to Jeruſ. alem, Thou fhalt be built, a4 to the 

Temple, Thy foundation ſhall be laid. which ac- 
.cordingly cameto paſs; but this Prophecy was ut 
teredtwo hundred years before Cyrus was born. 
And it he that ſits upon the throne knows what ſhak 
2<j be done inthe world before it comes to pals, he 
muſt needs know of it, when it is done or in doing : 
ſee therefore what is ipoken in the 22. ver. of 
the firſt chap. of Ezekiel where . it is ſaid that 

nl the likeneſs of the firmament upon the heads of the li- 

Sf ving creatures Was as the colour of Chryſtal ſtretched 
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Gs ©". God has an over ruliftlg providence 4 
over © their heads above. And why is the: firmalt | 
ment ſaid to be of Chryſtal, but to: fignifia | 
Zhat he that fits upon the throne fees clearty all 
that is tranſa&ed here below. Hence allo in | 
the firſt chapter of Zach. Chriſt ſpeaking to 
the prophet concerning his holy Angels, ſayth 
. Theſe are they whom the Lord hath ſent to walk to © 
and fro through the earth, and they anſwered the | 
wngel of the Lord (LL. e. Chriſt ) and ſaid, We 
have walked to and fro through the earth, and be« 
hold, all the earth ſteth fill, and is at refs. As a 
King that has his Intelh1gencers abroad here and 
There, and {© knows what's done; thus the King: 
of Heaven expreſlſeth himſeife after the manner 
of men, to ſhew that He has a pericft under- 
ſtanding of all affairs and tran{afticns upon the 
earth. Moreover the Lord is every where pre- 
ſent. Tho' his throne is faid to be above the 
Armament, becauſe He doth manifeſt his glory 
there eſpecially, Nevertheleſs he is in all Places, . 
and that not only in reſpett of his Power, as a 
King is preſent 1n all places of his domimon , 
Þdut in reſpect of kis Eeing. Fer--- 23, 24+ do 
wot T fill heaven and earth fayth the Lord. There- | 
Fore ke muſt needs be acquainted with all things 
. That come to paſsin the world. _ | 
Propeſ. 2. 4 here is an holy Decree and Prege- 
Termination iy Heaven concerning all things wiich 
core to paſs 1n the world. He workethk: all things 
altcr the counſel of his will. Efheſe 1, 13- 
rats An 
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t And indeed the Foreknowledge of God Mr 


<2 whateder comer 66 ; paſs & 


is decree, For if he knows what ſhall be, he 
uſt needs either mill or ill the Being of it. © 


(To ſay that God foreſeeth that ſuch and ſuch 


hings will be, but that they come to paſs con- 
trary to his decree or whether he w:ii or no, is - 
to make Omnipotency impotent. Hence what=,, 

ever things happen in the world, could not but.” : 
be fo, that is in reſpect of the divine decree , 
tho as to ſecond cauſes they might have been 
otherwiſe, yet as to the firſt cauſe things are in- 
failibly7accompliſhed, as he that is in Lea VER has 
determined, Oecclaring the end from th beginning, 
and from ancient times the things that are not yet 


* done, faying, My com 1 (ball jt ind, and I will do all 


any vleaſure. Ia. 46, 10. He is of one mind 
who can turn him ? and what his ſoul defireths 
even that he doeth. Thedecrees of Heaven are 
In reſpeCt of firmneſs and immutability corapa- 
red to mountains of braſs. Zech. 6,'x. Hence 
it 15 that many things come to pats in the world 
which 1n the judgement of men , conld never 
have been. A fpecial ſcope of Ezeviet's viton 
in the Context, is to intimate that the God of 
Heaven would over rule the affairs of the earttt 
fo, as that Jeruialem ſhould be taken 2nd de- 
ſtroyed. Yet this was a thing in the judgement 
of Men very unlikely to be accompliſhed Zarr.. 
$5 1.2: And if the Holy God, had not decreed 
and atdingly brought about ſuch an overturn- 


B 4 ing 


| 


| 


| & God has an over ruling Providence 4 


-_ perſons in the world, which if it had ta- 
© 


\ + ened to, rather than that of ſuch an Oracle of - 


- ent, Eternal, Unchangeable decree of Heaven. 


? 
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ſtanding the deſigns of theKing of Babylon, whoig 
he that ſaith and it cometh to paſs, whenthe Lord comes, 
manded it not. Lam. 3, 37. Men often times 
take up Purpoſes and reſolutions and all comes 
to nothing in the . concluſion, becauſe the moſt - 
High had appointed otherwiſe Once when) | 
There was a deſign and a decree amongſt ſome | 


overturning,it would never have been. Notwiths) 


n effet, would have proved ſubverſive to the 
Intereſt of Religion, Luther comforted himſelfe 
with that conſideration, Aliter ſtatutum eft in 
Cxlo, There is another decree in heaven, and 
the purpoſes of men ſhall never take place when [ 
they are againſt that. who would have thought 
that the advice of ZH#ſha; ſhould have bin hark- 


State as Achitophel, whoſe Counſel if it had been 
followed , Ablglom had prevailed and David 
had periſhed; but {ee the reaſon why it was not [| 
ſo, 2. Sam. 17, 14+ - For the Lord had appointed 
zo defeat the good { It was politicaly good though 
morally evil ) counſel of Achitophel to the intent 
that he might bring evil upes Abſolom. 
'Tomakethings depend chiexy upon the decrees 
and wills o7 man, is to place Man in the Throne 
and to dethrone him thatſitteth in Heaven. We 
muſt therefore know , that all Events of Pro- 
vidence are the iſſues and executions of an Anci- | 
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- in mhatever cometh to paſs &cc 
| hen a ravenous bird -came- from the-eaſt,. it -. *| 
was the Lord that called himin crder toexecuteing {| 
His counſil. Yea 1have ſpoken it and Iwillbring # to 
paſe, T havepurpoſedit, and Twill alſo ave it Ijar46.11 

Propoſ. 3. The Providence of Heaven as to tift 
extent and Objett of it, rsuniverſal. Pſa. 103, 198 


4 The Lord hath prepared his throne in the Heavens, 


— 


and his Kingdom ruleth over all. | 

1+ It is extended unto all places. of the world. 
There is a Providence at work in every Corner 
ef the earth. . Hence Exzekie!'s foure mpcels. 
which had one likneſs,chap . 1,ver. 16. To notethat 
theres a wheel of divine providence going in eve- 


| ry part of the world. There areas many wheels =>} 
there arequarters of the world. There isa wheel” ” 


for the North and a wheel for the South, a - 
wheel for the Eaſt and a wheel for the Weſt. | 


*" 5 Wm bd OI" —3- "> *% S % 


A wheel for A/ia, and a wheel for Africa; a 
_ wheel for Exrope , and a wheel for America too. 


| 2. The providence of God is extended unto all 


| Creatures. For it 1s the Lord that preſergeth 
them all. Heb. 1, 3. Upholding all thingy.by 
the wora of is power” _h. e. by the powerful 
word of his providence. Divine prejcrvation 
is one thing in providence. And the providence 
of God is to be admired in that all the dever:} 
ſpectes or kinds of creatures which were made at 
the firſt Creation are ſtill kept in Being. © There 
are many creatures which haveing an Antipathy 


4 ia their natures feek the deſtrution of each 


qther; 
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-* other; and there are many Individuals that &) 
Z deſtroyed every day; yet that fort of creature 1$ |, 
Fept ving 1n the world ever fince the Creation } 

to this day. And God provides for all his crea« 
. £ures. '- He is the great houſeholder by whoſe I; 
eare and hounty all creatures in the world are 
{uſteined. P/al. 104. 27, 28. Jheſe wair all 
upon: thee, that thou mayſt give them their meat in | 
due ſeaſon, that thou giveſi them they gather 
thor openeſt thine hand, "they are þ illed with good * 
When the Apoſtle {ayth dh God fake careof oxen? 
his meaning 1s not astho ſuch creatures were not 
under the providence of God, only that the Lord 
In appointing'a Ceremonial precept | concerning ' 
' them, had a greater reſpett unto Men. Yea God: 
_ Eaketh care of thoſe creatures whom of all other, 
one would think he ſhould not regard or in any 
way provide for. Fob. 38, 41. "who provideth 
for the Raven his food, when hi young ones ery unto 
God. Young creatures can't help themſelvs, but }| 
_ tisjnatural tor them to cry ; and the divne pro- 
widence finds a ſnpply for them. © Writers lay 
eqndQning the Raven, that there is an unna«- 
exral {or ;y in that bird, fo that it doesnot pitt 
its 20m young ones ; Whence the miracle of 
Elijah "being fed b y 2 Rayen wz2s the more illuſ- 
triduss;: lmce.it was by 2 creature which will not 
feed fomrch.as her own young ; but then their 
neceſſities/cry; unto God pr A ſpply, and nee, T 
provideth for:them, | 
Thirdly. 
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fr wherever en to paſe's Se: - " Wn 
| g. Astoall events which come to paſs in' the } 
/world , he that ſitreth upon the Throne hath ant 
hand therein. There is nothing comethto-paſs 
{ without a -providence. Thoſe things which as” - 
Jto men are the moſt Contingent and fortnitous, 
rite Lord has an ozer ruling hand of providence 
ITncrein, What more Fortuitons or that has a 


| WL-rexter and- more uncertain chance in it, than a «© 


dot has. yetthe whole diſpoſing thereof 35 of the Lord - : 
*r0VU- 16, 33. So if a man happen to kill ano< © 
her by meer Accident, it may be he 1s cutting; 
ood, and the head of his ax flies off- and kills: 
Qs Neighbour, the providence of Gcd has for ho 
y ends ordered that fad Caſualty. Dei. 19, 5s 
E904 21, :13* - Yea, 
4- The prov idence of God is extended to the 
eaſt and moſt inconfideradie things that happen 
an the world, Heathen Philoſophers acKnow- 
'ledged that the God of Eeaven has an over rules 


6 ing * Providerc? in the great affa:rs and Concerne! 


ments of this lower wor!d, but not in leſſer mats . | 
ters. The i Ci 210 {27 27, Dew vacat Ex! THIS. rebigs . 

adeſſe Jovi, the great God had 1 ſomething eiſe ts 

doe than to mind little matters, but they knew 
not the: Lord aright ; He would not be God if 
the leaſt thing in the world ſhou!d happen with | 
out him. The (cr! ſpoure teacheth vs to Pelieve | 
that the teal as We!) las the greatelt matters are 
ordered by him wnoſe urderftanding i is Infinite. 


63:5 wiſdo:z does extend to fowles of the Air, and 


TZ God has an over ruling Providence 
to the Fraſs of the field} Mat. 6, 26, 39: 
To the ſparrows, and to every ſingle ſparrow , Al 
not one of them is kill'd without the ordering 
hand of thedivine providence. Yea, it reacheth to 
the very hairs upon the heads of men. ar. 10. 
29, 30. which ſheweth that there 1s not the; 
leaſt thing happening in the world, without thef 
knowledge w- providence of the moſt High. } 

Propoſ. IV. There are ſome events of providence 
'#n which there is a ſpecial hand of Fleaven waring 
of them. 

There areMagnalia Dei, things wherein the 
glorious finger of God is eminently to be ſeen-| 
e. £- 1. There are eminent preſeryations anc} 
deliverances, which every one may fee the Name 
of God written upon them in plain legiblel 
ehara&ers. David experienced many deliveran 
ces of providence, which he could not but takeſf 
deep notice of the hand of God therein. 2. Sam. 
22, 1. What a ſtrang thing was it to conſider, 
that though his life was ſought after by ſo ma- 

ny, and there were but few in the world that et- 
ther did or durſt ſhew reſpect to him, yet that 
he ſhould eſcape with his life” Sometimes the 
whole world is {et to deſtroy one Poor man, but 
- 7 cannot effect it. There was #unus Athana- 


5 contra totum mundum, one Faithful Athanaſius 
that Emperours and all the world with them 
were reſolved to be his death, and yet they could 
never accompliſh it, becaule a ſpecial proyidence; 
G | 06 


- 4 whatever cometh to paſs Fc. Ig © 
,of God was ingaged for him. Chriſt is repre- 
o ; Tented as having the ſeven ſtars. Rev. 3, 1. He 
gf holds them and upholds them in his right hand, 
alas long as he hath any worke for them to doe , -; 
o.MMr. Brightman applies that ſcripture unto Lu- 
1e$fz-er, and indeed there was a mighty providence 
1ein preſerving that mans Life for ſo long a time. 
WAs one ſpeaketh, that a poor Frier ( for ſo Luther 
ceWhad bin before his converſion ) ſhould ſet himſelf 
5 £0 oppoſe the Pope and all his Cardinals was # 
*{8Krange thing, that he ſhould prevail in his 
160 {Foppolition was a ftranger, but that he ſhould hve }-- | 
1:1ko be ſixty three years of age, and at laſt die qui- * 
d{[{ctly in his Bed, was the greateſt miracle of all the, 
\ell reſt. but the hand of him that hath the ſeven 
lelliſtars delivered him. Arid ſometimes men, are 
15] brought to the graves mouth, that all hope of 
-&f Jife is gone, and yet they are delivered . As it * 
2.4 Was in that ſtorm at ſea, wherein the Apoſtle 
rf Pan! (and the whole ſhips company for his ſake.) 
3< | Had ſuch an eminent deliverance. A. 27, 20 
t=|| «ll hope that we ſhould be feved was then taken away. 
iff] Again he ſayes in 2. Cor. 1. 8, g., we were preſſed 
ef pit of meaſure, inſomuch that we deſpaired even of 
it} life, but we had the ſentence of death in our felvez, 
;- | that Te ſhoxld truſt in God that raiſeth the dead, 
who delivered us from ſo great a death. Now there 
3s a ſpecial hand of providence in ordering ſuch _ 
deliverances. 2. And the like is to be- faid 
copcerning emipent Judgements which befal men 
> : e-! 
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to Samutrl , Behold, I will doa thing in Iſrael , 
that both the ex7s of every ore that heareth it , ſhall 
tingle, . In'that day, T will gerform againſs Eli alt} 
thirgs which I have ſpoken cercerning his houſe d.- 
T. S471, 3, 11, 12: That threatening was ter. 
ribly fulfilled along time after in the days of Saut 
when blcody Deeg the Edomite fell #jon the Prieſts 
- ard ſlew on that day foirſcore and five perſons that 
aid weare a lien Ethod and Nov the city of the prieſts 
0te ke with the edge of the ſword both men and wo 
men, children ard ſuckiinzs . When the news of 
this aſtoniſhing judgement went 2broad, it mads 
theears of thoſe that heard cfitto giowe CGQtingle, cl 
And inch judgements did He who firteth upon T 
the throne bring upon the Jewiſh Nation,when/Þ 5 
Teruiaizm wes deſtroyed, and - the-delicate- aitieh 
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'Zens became ſlaves tothe worſt of the Heathen, Þ' 


d | mo whatever cometh" to paſs &e,* xF © 
It was foch an awful difpenſation as the like had 
\ been. , Jer. 30, 7. Alas, for- that day is 
fl great, ſo that. none, 15 like it. When the King 
ji 425 taken priſoner, his children all ſlain before 
| his eyes, and then his eyes put out, he. and his 
\\ nobles laid in chains and ſo carried away capP= 
[| tives into a far countrey, the walls of Jeruſalem 
$laid even with the ground, the Temple burnt 
I down ; that was a great day indeed and NONE like 
unto it. Well might Fxengel 1 in this 95/1097 Con- 
cerning the wheel, ſee and lay 2s in ver. 18, As 
q Il; the rings they were ſo high that they were dread - 
J f/. Sometemes the rev olutions of Providence - | 
Th are high & dreadin}. There 1s an bigh ſtrain of +, 
Judgement. 3. When there are( and ſturend= _ 
ous judgements make way for that ) amazeing 
# changes either as to the world in general, or as 
to particular Nations and Countreys, ke that ſit- 
" Þ.teth in Heaven upon the throne hath a {peciil 
| hand In thoſe great alterations of the ſtate of af- 
fairs. The world might ſee that rhe heaucns do 
rle, when Debrehadnezer the Emperour of the 
world was put down from his throne. Dan. 4. 
26. When the ſcene of affairs in a whole King- 
dome 1s turned guite upſide down, there's a ſpe- 
cial hand of Heaven mn bringing about ſnch 
changes. So 1t was with the Jewiſh Nation: 
The Lord therfore fayd, 1 wil wipe Jeruſalem as 
Jamar wipeth a diſh, wiping it, and turning it u pſids 
yaopne. 2, King. 21,113. When a diſh is my 
- I jb 


 '36. God has an over ruling Providence 
. wiped that part which was uppermoſt is _ 

down , and that which, was lowermoft become4J* 

uppermoſt. So was 1t with Jeruſalem and the 


| 
Land of Judah, the great men were flaves, only} 
the -poor of the Land had liberty . And oft=]; 
times ſuch overturnings happen in the. Earth. ; 
Hence the world is by Ezekiel compared to a{j 
wheel, viz.'in regard of the Changes and viciſſieJy 
tudes which are amongſt things here below.Fc 
Tie memorable paſlage of Sefoftris ( an Egypti-þf 
an Tyrant ) is frequently made uſe of to this 
purpoſe, who having ſubdued four Kings, hejj 
made them to drew his chariot ; ene of them 
fixing his eye carneſtly upon the chariot wheel.,Þ5 
the' Conquerour demands the reaſon of his ſo do«fy, 
ing ; towhom ke replied, methinks I ſee in this 
wheel an Embieme of the affairs of the world 
For that part of the wheel which is now on thelfe 
ground 1s by and by lifted up to Heaven, andy; 
that which is uppermoſt is anon the LowermoſtF, 
of all, We lee many times, that that Intereſt 
which was Iigi: a while ago is brought down gl 
that things change like a wheel. One while Baaflg 
bylon is Tiling, and Jer»ſalem is falling . ' So it! 
was when £Ezkzel had this viſion. Again , Godfh 
changeth the ſcene of affairs the other way, that 
Feruſalerm rHEth, and Babyloncometh dovyn to thellly 
ground. When wicked men are in power, theſ 
Weſt on the earth are exalted, but then GoUfe 
Tends 4 wiſe King, and he ſcattercth the micked anal 
; "0 I. 0: vo: 


1 iwabwreariammtinpf Fu tw 
| bringeth the wheel ovepthenr, Prov. 20; 26 . 
| There-is'a mighty providence of God--in-turn« 
| ig the wheel abour after ſach aſtrange and a- 
'] mazeing- manner. Ez&.i 17:24. All the trees of 
the field ſpall kgow that I the Lord haye brought down 
the high tnee;:have exalted;rhe low tree; Frhe Lord. 
I have ſpoken; and have done it. Such providencey 
{make a great-noiſe in the world, like the-ratling - 
Jof a wheel which is heard afar off. When Jeru-, 
Malem was taken it made:a' great. noiſe in the. 
world, -and much more.did' the taking; of Babyz 
lon do: fa; The turning. of that. greatwheet 
tl made a noyſe that was heard all the'wortdover,' :- 
5 Jer. 503146. Arthe noiſe of. the rakingrof Babylo 
rhe earth is moved, and> the ery is beardummg the 
'S [1ations . | Wherefore: thereas/a ſpecial hand of 
God - in ordering. ſuch: great commotians:and 
'HchangesT the-carth;} ahdmoft of alkwhen they, 
Are, brought about fiddenly'and : unexpettedly - 
tE Adonijab: was heir apa oed; ho | 
ſtand the great ones of the:Land;-& zmuititude of 
 vf{the worfer ſort of people fell imwith>kam;: but 
a4Yaf on. ſudden the Kingdom fell into another 
tÞhand -;:-Hovr ſo ? Adowzah himiclfe could not 
»dhut confeſs that it was the Lords doing : He 
atFaid:therefore to Bathſhebz 1 Ring, 2; 15+: thox 
hetlroweft that the Kingdom was mine, and that at If: 
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neflnee! fer their frices 97 me that T ſnoule. reign: hives: 
olieie the kirp tom is turned: abont and irlavomd SY 
TOTES. 5g 
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is "Cater erdic baſing: 


The time.isnear at hand when myſtical nu 


i. e..Rome ſhall be-utterly deſtroyed; Arid-when 


this great- work ſhall be.accompliſhed;-it will be 
done all.on'2 ſudden; for $#rong 15: the: Lord God [| 


who judgeth-her, Rev.1B, 8. :There is then a great 


| Hand of Heaven iu ſuchumighty events: : 


Propof,. V. ' He that fttieth upo onthe Throve will | 


quer THe all things that are dome in frcks: world, ſo as 


Jha be to his own praiſe and glory, 


. God ayms at his ownezglory as in the works of 
Creation fo of Providence, Prov. 16; 4. Not 


- only divine Preſervation:but Gabernationtbelo 
#0 Providence,  h. ce. Gods go Bo verning: the w 
and -all the affairs-of it;'1o as ſhall flue m 


own © Yea even thoſe things which: oe &' | 
T0 ipſe and darken:the glory of God , he wil \| 
. by:his Power and wiſdom ſo oyer rule. and orde ee. 


matters, as that they hall occaſion eternal. 'glon 
t0 his everlaſting Name. The fins of men do i 
there own:nature tend te the diſhonour-of Got 
yet-he knows: how to.make .the greateſt fins þ 


When.Joſeph's brethern ſold him into. Egypt 
2hey.linned<excedingly; yet. the only wile 'Gg 
over rated matters. oz that that very.lin of theigh 


.the'whole Church-of God) being prefervetdre 
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J* 
Come:anoccaſion:.of honour: to his Name foreres | 


W's 


2 
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©: was an occaſion of all :Jacqhs Family .(-and ſo4 | 


Xt 


Adeſtruction,;as we ſee-in Ger. 45, 7.'and 59,'20 Jv 


Whenever: ny man ſhall doe , or Yeligne ex © 


' Fgainſtt the Lords: people, they are guilty of gr 
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| Sreat. iniquity , yet God over rales all { as. * 
that thoſe yery delignes ſhall iſſue, in his. own. 
| praiſe and glory, whether, men will or no*; Pſale 
| 76, 10.- Surely the wrath of man ſhall praiſe thee. 
| | rhe remainder. of wrath. ſhalt thou reſtrain. The 
4 -Lord preſerves his people in the middeſt of thoſe 
| :devouring deaths and dangers that may ſfurrount = 
'y -them; and delivers them at laſt, upon which-ac- 
- | count-they praiſe and glorific his name; fo that 
f] -che evil deſigns of adverſarys occalion-thoſe prai- © 
ti ſes to the Lord, which otherwiſe would never 
s | have been. 2. Chron. 20, 26. There are divine ' 
af attributes which the ſins of men do occaſion the 
$1 glory thereof to be diſcovered. e.g. His glorie 
my ous Patience. *There are ſome that commit. ve- 
dry horrid fins, and yet God does not ſtrike thenr 
e-dead and ſend them to: Hell immediately, where- 
by it appears that he is a God of infinite Pati- 
ml:ence. Yea, there is {0' much ſin committed in 
SFithe earth every day, as that if God ſhould put: 
f:the government of the world into'the hands of 
fa meer creature tho' endued. with all the Pati- 
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' 56 Gol has in vue Vile Providehe 

theref6re the Torddayd,-7 will be himouri4 wen 
"Pharaoh lind: upon all bus” boſt.* Exod. 14:4 Th 
this re#pe& only is God-ſaid to take; pleafure/in 
the puniſhment and eterfial ruin of damned crez- 
Fares; not as it is their miſery, ſo he taketh'no 
-delight in their death; bjit'as thereby his Juſtice. 
Isglorified; ſo does he: *Cauſe his fury 6 reſt upon 
<tbeni aud is comforted Exck; '5,13- Art as'for 
2the ele of God, the glory of divine grace is diſ- 
-Covered in Pardoning their ſins and ſaving their, 

fouls , all their” provocatibns notwithſtanding. 
Rom. 9g, 23- that he might wake known the: riches | 
of his glory'on the veſſels -of \nercy .» God calls his 
-grace his - glory , becatiſe-in That Attribute his 
Slory doth - moſt eminently appar. - Moreover: | 
 *He that ſitteth upon the? throne does ſometim 
' y a wondrous and atnazing providence” maleF: 
-4n: to be an occafion of” converſion- from? Nik 1 
Zhat'an'ele@ veſſel is left to: fall into' ſome Sree. | 
Ain, by occaſion whereof Conſcience is awakenet [ 
ito repent not only of that; but of all:other ſing, 4 
Yea, (which is wonderful to conſider ) the grea 
ft /{in-that. ever was cammitced'in the worlds 
has throngh the/over:ruling providenceof ooy 
 SeerranvccaſionofitheHigheſt glory tbithe Nantt h 
tefGod;-I Mean the fimofthe Jews inrcrucifying q7 
.the Soixof God, which was the reateſt; witkodh ;þ 
l; 
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nelb- (thc the. ſun ever fav; Nevertheleſs, 
: means of Chriſt being <rucified; all whom ho & 
[cd for are ſaved; -arheoctet moveiglary-commer 
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but of Providence, will be reveal 
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O 
E. 
"|| * | 
+ | open before the world, _ 2 
f | Queſt. But how goth *t appear that there is 4 
| Providence in whit cometh to paſs in the world? 

: 4) . 4xſw. Several things may here be mention- 
; | ed which are Evidences and Demonſtrations of thi 
i-$ I ruth. * SE" | | 

ol Ie 174ſmuch as the world ſtands that's a ſuffict= 
went Demonſtration that there is a Providence. 
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e : 
ont of the way and fall to the ground; ſo if there! 
were not 2 divine hand to manage the Wheet 

' of Providence, all things would run into confu- 

' hon, and the World would come to ruin in one 
day. # | - hos 
*" 3- Things many times come topaſs contrary to. 
humane probabilities and the rational Conjetiufes 
and expettations of men. The true Reaſon of 
which, is, becauſe he that ſitteth on the throne 
over rules all. Eccleſ.' 9, 11+ The race is not to 
the ſwift nor the battle to the- Strong, ---- but time 
nd chance happens to all. One would think tnat 
the ſwifteſt runner ſhould come to the en} of 
the race ſooneſt; but ſometimes it happens other- 
ariſe. Some unexpetted Accident or other. 
Chaunceth to fall in the way, whereby the ſlowF 
Tunner comes to the end of his race. before the 
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Army , and: ins. that Ahab - was a moſt. wicked : 
Prince that ever had reigned over the tem Tribes, 
ſo that if men turned their eyes ether to: Hea=: | 
ven or Earth, and jadged by whar ſeemed moſt- 
probable, they would bett on the: Syrians fide 5). 
yet did they. receive a fatal oyerthrow. 1. Kn. 
20. 27, 39, 30. He thas-ſfitteth on the throne, 
ſaw and: conſidered that if the Syrians ſhould 
q his Name would be blaſphemed, there- 
ore he over ruled the chance of war, ſo as that 
the battle fell on the Iſraclites fide. When to 
ifſne the controverſie between two Armies, little. 
David and great Goliah were to ingage in aUuel, 
inall probability Goli«b muſt be the vigor .. 
Goliab a Giant and David but a youth. Golizh 
armed Cap « pe, David had nothing to ofcud fo: 
Mighty a Champion with, or to deferd himſelf, 
but only a ſtone and fling; and if he ſhould hap- 
pen to ſtrike. Go/iah and not {mite him -juſk un , 
the forehead, all the ſtones he could fling at him . 
could not hurt hin. How then came it to paſs 
that the ſtone hit him juſt-in that place, {0 as-to 
link into his forehead . Certainly it was: from 
God , whole over ruling providence bringeth 
things to pais , beyond the expeftations of 
men. - 
3. Things aft ſometimes otherwiſe than according 
to their natures ani proper inclinations , 'Which is & © 
10 chear demenſtration that they are over rultd by a die 
ay 24777-2479. _ thus it has been, Jometines as t0-Ne- 
it 14:1 : & 4+ tural 
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New el Abents. The dion hath been/kept front 
dey6utimgs?” Theffire Teth-not conſumed” thoſe* 
rhathave been-put 4fito"it, as we read 'qoncer- : 
ning the three Weotthicsin the 3. ch. of Daniel + 
Ar&ths- Martyr Books #&lls us of forne of our” 
owhcontry-men"who when they:were þurnt to! 
death for bearing-witneſs to the "truth apainſt- 
Popery, profeſſed"that they-felt no: pain,-- One- 
of the Martyrs when barbarous and bloody Pa-! | 
piſts were kindling" fire about him- ſaid:, Ae: 
zhinks you ſirew- roſes at my feet. - Another fad ;: 
F feel nd"more paine in the- md (# of theſe? flames ,; 
 Yhanif. T mere lying" #pon 4 bed'of Downe. "Some- 
\ . riftes things that atE alwaies in-motion have-,/ [ 
- contrary-to their nature, been mideiwto. ſtands, 
Kill: Sodid'the River: Jordan, and theRed ſea; 
Souid the ſan in Zezefgah's time; '# thing which: 
was wondred ati all'the world over: 'and thence-ſ] 
the'King of Bab; ylon: ſeat to Jernfalem to ens | 
quire about that wonder: doubtleſs. becauſe the” | 
Aﬀttoromers in 'Chaldea - obſerved and were a=} 
mazed'at that providence . And the Sun was: 
once echpſed at theAaime of the Fall moon; viz. || 
> wha our Saviour Chrift was in his. paſſion 5" Jt 
' - Whic according tothe ordinary courſe of na | 
Ivre con!d not be. Such things would never. ſ! 
happen sf there werenot-a God in-Heaven who. | 1 
over rnies all creatures at his pleaſure. And as I « 
for" Horal. Agents, they -do'not formetimes a&t-acs' | ! 


cording x0 their Aarural: inclinations s _ - || 
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i faid Prov.'28, 33. He'rthat rebnheth aman-after< 


wards finds more favour thanthe that fancrrh with + 
the tongue;” They that rebuke irritate z* it 3s» | 
therefore-from the over-ruling providence of God 


when ſuch find favour. \--There'is nothing mores. | 


natural, then for wicked men to-ſeck to deſtroy 
thoſe that-are good; it 1s as” naturalito- then as* 
'tis-for fiſhes in the ſea'to. devour” one- another * 


; | Habak. 1. 13, 14. Yet. they have-:ſometimes ; 


ſhewed the Lords ſ{ervants , who have - Provi-- 
dentially fallen into their. hands, very great. kinds" 
neſs. A. 28. 2, 10: Jer. 29.-1 1.2 When 2de 

lanfton and other proteftant Miniſters, were 2 
ken'and. bronght-before the Emperour, every 


| one thought'rthat he wonld put "them to, death;” 


bur God over rul'd his:heart ſo as that? he. uſed 


4 them with ' great Courteſy: . Somerimes' when - 
+£ evil minded-men have-come out with. ai'defign* 


to ſurpriſc;and do hurt tothe. Lords cdervants.,s 
God has fo-over rul'd their hearts,” as that. they! 


J have! done. good to//thetn; - and ſpokeniwell of. 


them. This we ſee in! Eaban and Efin; who! 
once had in their hearts to do evil to Jacob, but- 


their minds were ſuddenly changed” And the; 
Officers which were {ent to apprehend Chriſt; 
Jrcturned:tothe phariſces who ſet ;thenpawork;. 
f iaying, never man ſpakglthe this. man: So. that! 


God overTules' the {pirits. of :meny, and' -Tuens 
them:which way: ſocvor-hevpleaſeth. *\- 
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' which the Lord many times diſpenſeth towards thei: 
Or EY Coe envi: Of 
h ORR _ 7, vi Yen my have done- 
ſ3 good, Providence of o orders: things 
' anthe world, as that they ſhall receiye. good 3; 
' eandthd good; which they receive holds ſome: 
os tion with that which they have done .. 

Vhen:Dyvid: was-ſet upon building an honſe: 
for God; the: Lord ſfayd to him 7 will make thee 
«as houſe. :2.\ Sam. 7, 11. When Ebeamelek ſaved! 
the-prophet Jeremiah's life, divine providence. 
ed his life ina time of common danger: 
- when many others periſhed. And we read con« 
\ . eerning en that he was kind to the. prophet! 
\. YJer.-26, 24. And his Son Geael:ah found great: 
favour wihthe Babylonians, ſo was the kind 
nefs which he ſhewed' to the prophet returned; 
wpon him in his ſon. And evil deeds are: of-j 
tentimes rewarded, and ſinners 'met [with in! 
their kind, They are payd in their own Coyne, 
Hamandid eat the fruit of the tree which: him- 
ſelf had planted, when he was hanged upon the 
Gallows which he had built for Aordecai. Both 
the Scripture and eccleſiaſtical ſtory abound with 
_ examples of this nature; But of this we ſhall 
have occaſion (if God permit ) further: to in« 


— 


* 


large from another ſcripture. 22 
+ .$« Many things coms to paſs at ſuch; anich of 
Time, as that 'tia;from thence evident that there 1 
an bank of leoven over ruling all. = 


”—— 


— 


And of the- Aſſyrians. And many times: thie 
| Lords people: are delivered :out« of their Fears 
j| and dangers at fuch a ſcaſon as does clearly mas 


- ir winner cometh voaſs 327 — Op. 
Sorretirmes an” eminent- mercy" coineth;/ juſt 


i D 5 
there has been much praying to the God'of hes: - 


deeas and Efier and many other Saints and: j 
then was Hamar's plot diſcovered and defeated 
Efter. 4, 16-.- When the prophet 7ſaiab and 
Hezekiah had'been praying  againſt'Senacherib, 
the Angel flew an hundred eighty. and five:thous 


nifeſt that the'hand of Heaven. hath dane” its 
If falvation ſhould- not - come jaſt at that time, 
their enemies wonld {ſwallow them up.. 2. Sa, 
33 27- Eft. 6, 1- Gen. a2+ 10, 11. In'the 
mount the Lord is ſeen. By theſe things them 
it is manifeft that there 1 a providence. - - 7. ": 

-- But ſome one will ſay, Do no: wicked men 
proſper in the world ? They commit great ſurs' and 
yet go unpuniſhed , how then is there a Prouideact. 
This very objeCtion has occaſion'd ſome to' tara 
Atheiſts. As Dagoras ant Athenian Philoſopher, 
hearing a perjur'd man imprecate himſelf, ant 
yet obſerving that no judgement did immediatly. 


follow, the thereupon deſperately and fooliſhly 
 Concluded that there was no God in Heaven', 


becayſe the imprecated vengeance did not'pre-- 
Tently fall upon ſuch an Heaverrdaring finnes- 


Bit there may be and is a proyidence2ll this not. 


withſtanding 


——— 25"is fs mnt wee con} | 


"r7 That ' wicked men .do--not. adoape g0 UN» 
m#tis-world.- Somettmesthey:do, that 
Þnien; may: fee-and conclude that-there .is a 
judgemont to:come;: 4 day of wrath'.which the 
wicked are reſerved -for.- Job., 21. 39. But 
 ſitineds do not always eſcape in this world , that. 
men; might ſee that there is 2 prorideoes 
as: well- as a- judgement to come. Job. -..3d 
Efpecialy ſuch as-have- bin the firſt -in- —_ yy 4 
providence is wont to ſet a mark of divine. diſ- 
pleaſure-upon.them; that others-might be afraid 
20:do as-[they-havedone; as we:ſee:in Cain who 
was'the firſt Marderer; and in Nadab and Abi- 
bis, who were the firſt that offer'd ſtrange fire 
In:Coreb who was the firſt that made- a ſchiſme 
in the Church of lfragls in Ananias and Sappbire 
who.-were the-firſ that. became guilty of Sacri= 
jedge-amongft Chriſtians. \. There are. Volumns 
" ,publiſhedito the: world, which do abundantly 
| confirm the Truthiofthis. | 
--24 Wicked men: notwithſtanding. their Prof: 
perity are miſcrable--For- they. ſhall not be iy 
their--proſperous eſtate long. . Jobs120, .5- the, 
pos thr of: the wicked is, ſhort, and the joy of the. 
| j—mrmar but fore eamet. He that ditteth above 
the throne: oven;auleth things ſo;;as that: t AGY 
they are-in any at proſperity, :and ,moſk. 
_kely'to continu ſo, all orzaduds - ſtate 
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' ra0h, Te *wiry deed for abies cauſe thajve1 pier peed 


| in whativer commeth' to paſs 5 as 
dznid their-light is put ont; in» obſcure 


'J6 


Yr 8:25 They | are Jew! Tappery places/as this 
 Pfalmiſt's 
 _amant 


ſon's Pfal,o 73: 1.8.-. {{Eikecas 
ſtands upon theJce,his/feet ſuddenly 
flip, and'idgwn he comes; 'and”1t may be: [ his . 
bones are broken by: the fall : Yea-,* andthis 
proſperity.of the. wiched maketh _ for theit 
euin;. Pfal. /92.” 7. Porv. 1: "And that's - 
the thing, which he. that Giroche ars..the! ; throne 
aymes'at; in permitting the -proſperity: index» 
a/tation of thoſe that are: his worſt.,enemies;> i 
is that: ſo:they. may have the greater downfa} a, 
daft, abd- that. the Power and; juſtice} of:Gad in 
.paniſhing;them, may: 'be the more glori 
aHtuſtrious2Fherefore-, the Lord Hat 


of up, fori ro fbew in thee my powtr, _ ated thatany\nars 


oo, 108-+ \ we TS > 2, 


;fote: ham that fitteth-uponjthte-throne 
_ hiziwery thought a pens; a. 
t- oncethey were in priſperity; @3 1 mak 
vs forrowsy 


NS Ws His Hence fee the-reaſon why :lictie, ingonfſnes 


maybe declared; throughout thaygantiac Exod. gt 16: 
So that- the:preſent - proſpetityiof the yw icked; 
will makezhem the niore miſerable oerheraſh 
They will have the more into arifwen for: — 


ſtinging.mggravation - of. J3fves 

vememberdthne in_ thy life time thaighad?t thy hy 
}bivgs, : Sor gat this objection notwetbiiandings 
there may be and there is a Provideſee3o Rs 


We gue MOEAY > (4... 


90 Wii ndumenting Providence | 
| 80-paſr among} men/in the world:\ 1 Itt:is fhecauſe lis 
| Elint fits upen the throtie dath wonderfully over 


 anle- all. He makeds lacle marers lik the 
 finallwheclofaclockwhich ſets all. going 


er like the hinges;of a-great gate upon which al 
curns- - Great Revolutions-\in-the: world, have 
have been; occaſioned. by' meer | contingencies: 
When Nebachadnezzar' came with his army:as 

Jeruſalem, and ſacked the city, and over: 


gamſt 
curned:the whole Jewiſh'nation, it was agreat 
Revolution;:and yet a.meer Contingency turned 


the ſcale with him,” cauſing him to: reſolve that} 
His Army ſhould! go'to: that. city, when he was | 


6: —rnre/ drag gone-hrit to: place, 
that fitts in Heaven thoſe ca. 
foul” Creams which put:the King upon 
this fatal Reſolve.” When Nebuchadnezzar ſtood 
: the ways being at a loſs: whether: to 
Merch againſt Rebbatb of the Ammeiites or 
Sainft 'Jouſfulemy us vicd Divinations: 
£othe- Heathenifhſaperſtitions of thoſe times; 
and Grd wver ruled "the divination 4 © 45s thi 
the vight hand way which led to Jeruſalem wi 
42ken .' So that g ſmall caſualty made way fot 
The overthrow of gwhole nation:at:once. Excl 
Br. $0, "21, 325 Sometimes one raſh ©inconſſs 
derareriord, has cauſed a great Commiotion'al 
in the world , as we oin's 
inſtance of Hhboſhcrb who incontideratly ve 


« 


m3} IL z- & R009 nn = ©& .vzH 


A ALat AISLE RECLLIES 


i whatever vometh-to-paſe, G5, a 
too trne but. Abner's proud ſpirit. eould- noe 
bear therefletion; fo that-in a BD hee'for ſakes 
Jſ»boſbeth-and -brings/-about all the people with 
him. NayaaDream has-occafioned great matters. | 
Joſeph's great ' afflitions.. were occalioned by 
Dreams; ſo was his: advancement-to be:Logd 
over albthe Eand-of Egypt, When Danicl! was 
made raler over the-whole Province of Babylon, 
and:the-Ehief Governour over all the wile meny 
thecburch-of God fared the better on: that ac» 
count, yes this was'brought to-paſs by means:of 


. ; the convirſion of a:Ganeris's- mighty 
7g hoce ſometimes bin occaſioned by ve- 
ry unlikely | means. on is noted.in the Life.of 
Fergerixs, that the Pope (whoſe Legate he was I 
did without any | i ſuſpedt eos a 'fa- 
vourer- of &nrheraniſene;He-to vindicart himaſelG, 
relolvedito: write a book with that title He Apoſ 
24/14 Germenarnm, aud thereupon alſo 'took Cui- 
vis Tuſtierntions into his hands, with — 
(Confutation,.dut by readitg that hook'w 
to-refute, he was | ; 

and e an eminent preacher of 

ev men God has made: 4.:yery accidental 
an 'octation of Ong * —_— 


» 
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| of and "F:rnmns a (Aftichre: was converted bel 
that Serfon. 1 knew'a 'Miniſter, that as he was, 

| travelhiig miſſed his:way,:and-{o chappened to/! 
 confe into a Town where the peaplewere goin g. 
©" to hear-a- LeCture: Sermoh;. the Mpifter of, 
the place”defired. him. to::preach $g4 which hs 
did; and God bleſſed that very ſermon to the 
effeftual converſion of a.ſtranger , whaitikewiſe 
happened 'to be:in the :aflembly.. Io 

Nay, ſometimes-4 reproachful opprobcions.word' 

'has been an occaſion:of ſo:great-an;dvent as that 
of converſion is. - Auſtin ls ones i 
"OWN. gracious mother: 4499:ca. that one 1nia all 
-o calling; .her -[AdGribibu/a'], a Tofs-pat.s God, 
canctified that-reproach to ſaving. gpodi toher, 
Noul- .-:f Qur” Famons Mc; Perkins over hearing a 
man: fiy 49 canbttier {cliolarin Cambridge ;- this 
Ark as vile wretch a3 Perkins. Perkiudhimfelf is 
a0t worſe than thourart ;' that reproach'ftutk fa, 
upon; him /85:to'- occaſion his: repentance,Jand hey. 
tdecameas eromrno metered — ma - 
Ih ;as{anyant wworlktin \ », "Xe, AgALN: 
A Minifeer ho hed i lice of thefearabGod ig | 
His he rt, as tocheaZNor-Refigaut, andin ke \F 
—_—_ Ling Tang 7 man's: ſhop:toc Taff 
ent e's 
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I "i# whatever cometh i paſe &e.0 34 
| world never be:occafioned by means fo ibeonfi= 
| derable, if the great:God had. not had an hand 
% Dj Fhcecin. _ Fine S oy ira err _ , 
: E. IH: Hence only way for the Eords people 
> [eo have all things wherezn ahey re 5 later to be orde= 
* | red welFon their behalfe, is for themto make fare that 
| God be their friend. ' If the Lord befor us, it is 
"1 no matter tho' all the world be-againſt-vs. He 
"can eaſily, daſh the deſigns of adverſaries; and .. 
-) God be with us:3nd for us, it ſhall be fo. 1ſz; $., 
- -{{errate your ſelves, O ye people and you 
if ſha# be broker 3n peices, .Gird your ſclos, and you 
, | ſat be broken. in peices, take connfil together, ant 
v4 ſhall come.to nought;,- ſpeaks the word and-it' ſnalt 
not fland: for God is with us. He can ſave by his 
own immediatehand, . And He hath all UN 


{at his command. He is the Lord of hoſts. 
[be Ang in Heaven, are ready to do his > 


oþ fre e that ſitteth upon the throne, giveth 
F'out orders to them, and they move the wheel of 
[I Providence thus or fo, as the moſt high [ſhall di= 
| bh them. And as for all other Creatures , He 
| can command them to be on his peoples ſide. He 
if made the ſtars in their courſes to fight againſt Si= 
Pl era. And the Winds and Seas do all obey him+- 
Fin that memorable defeat of the Spaniſh Armado 
pin the year 38.. a popiſh Prince ſaid with indig- 
{nation againſt Heaven, that the Winds and Seas, 
Wand the four Elements were all &ntherane. at | 
| a5 Thins: "The I who OYVEEmIps 2th, - 


a D 


| 


2 = Grdhes anopernuling Prenidenee- 
|  cafilpfodiſpoſe of affiirapas-that. theevil which 
R Enemies: defign” aczinſt is people al-pro ors 
| rheirown ruin, and; confuſfjon . | Hamarp laid 
| HJongitrainto blow upagreat part of the Church, 
vie: himſelf and Family: WETE thereby blown up 
Joreven... 
' Now: if we would - bans the lord to be our 
friend,-twothings ate neceſſary . 
Tf ta Supplication . A praying ard the' bat 
Few- in mumber.) can: do' mqrveile "| 
More -by Prayers than: with A 
Scottih, Queen, ſaid the. way 4 mo 
that holy" man Mr. Knox- his 
an ' Arthy-of ten thoufand; men . gle woe 
har Van, that ſhall have the prayers of @ p; ” | 
ang people. ingaged againſt 'him. It; were _ 
for him that amilitone. were tyed abont his neck 
ro he- thrown with. it into-the midd'ſt af a 
To Bb; Refer mation . A reforming People ma 
meet with Shocks and Shakeings,. but the Lo 
will appear: for them :;.; Soveraign Grace doth 
fave a People tho' they are. not duely. reformed 
Fea, the. they go on irowardly in theway 9 
en heart, He does heal' them; but a6 a 
<ording tothe Lords common diſpenſation bs. 'F: 
memUorefdrne provoking,.evils , He: appeatye, 
avoidefully.for them in the way of his :Prc va at 
| Yenonr:iSearch:the Scripture, and you _— | « I 
Entolanintencyof DF: 2 ſet” for; Reform 


MH Reformation, but” God-delivered then 'out of 
M fhe hands of thoſe thar ſought thair"evin "bi 

"I Samuel 's Time there was an attempt againſt -_ 
1 the Lord's People , but, they hearkened to the 

Pl word of God, 1o as to prepare their hearts un= + 

'{ to the Lord, andto put away Aſbtareth and the * 
i] ftrange Gods, and he then delivered them - / 
*1 In A/a's Time-, the People of God were forely* | 
W threatened. An Army of a Million of men came - | 
I againſt them : But fince 4/a and the people 

SI with him did make a ſolemn Covenant in order, 
to Reformation, divine Providence was ingaget 
1 for their deliverance . In Fehoſhaphar's Time , 

9 the Lords People were in Eminent Danger, but 

PI inaſmuch as they were ſet upon reforming works 

Ul the Lord was with them, and His Providence 
wrought wonderfully for their Salvation. . Once 

Wi more, in Hezekiab's Time, the Lords Peo= 

+[ ple were again Diſtreſſed, and affraid that all 
ay would be Loſt, but ſince there was a great | 
by —_ as to. things that were amiſs, the 
"F Lord appeared and thoſe dark clouds were ſoon | 
oF Icattered. 

A And O that God would give unto all orders 

24 and degrees of men amongſt his People in New= 
54 England, an Heart in good earneſt to atten® 
Focripture Expedjents for the tharow Reform 
"A ation of thoſe Sins which. have been ſolemn 
mal ackgorlodged to by Provagking awjls., The | 
— | D3 "0 7 
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The works of Divine Providence  - 
are great and wonderfull... |. * | 
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- | o=-o- Great 478 marveilons are thy works. 


John ſpeaks of a ſtrange Sight ſeen in Hea= 
. ven, which he had a a errrtugs 2 
| on of. 1 ſaw another ſignt in Heaven, great" anth 
- | 7zarvetlous., ſever Angels having the ſeven laſ® | 
Plagues. It is fayd to be a great and marveilous 
fgn, in-reſpect of the. things: ſignified thereby 
which were wonderful and Amazing, This vis | 
fioa did  foxeſhew that: God will pour out the | 
-}| vials of his wrach upon the: Antichriſtian Gene- 
| ration, until he has quite Cleared the world:of 
bg them. And the was :are faid to be-rhe: laſt 
- | 2{agues,. becauſe after they are all Poured-forth:, 
the Church of God ſhall be in a moſt happy ant 
glorious eſtate. As after that there will not-be 
I fach finning as ic» former times, Soneither ſucks 
3 plagues abd curſes poured down from Heayeut 
--| upon 'a finning world.-And this ſign is laid tobe | 
"4 «70ther. in oppoſition to that ſpoken of Kev-'12 | 
i. where we read of a grear wonder ring i 
-* | Heaven, 4 woman clorhed with rhe Suri &'r, hat 
ond Deen onaonnct ( D 3 OO rn IO OY 


| T the firſt verſe of this Chapter the Apoſtle 4 
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8 The works of divine Providence 
Mm in Heaven, did.intingate that God- would, 
preſerve his People, notwithſtanding e fury. 
of all Pagar Perſecators, Who improved all the 
! PowersandPolicies of Hell to deftroy the Chureh,. 
| Hut could not prevail. This other fig, was to! 
Tenfie that the Church ſhould be preſerved and, 
delivered from the Tyranny of Anticbriſt. An«| 
Zichriſt ha&been very potent. All the world hay: 
Wwardered after the Beaft .© The true Church of 
Chriſt | has- been brought -very Low .- yet God 
Hath preſerved it , and he will accompliſh a final | 
Salvation; for all- his -Heople throughout the. 
;World:; which is. wonderful to conlider : and 
therefore Job» -might well ſees fign in Heaven 5 
which was great and warveilous. 
In this; with the verſe-immediatly preceding 
| and that following , we have a Triumphant 
Song mentioned; . Concerning which there are 
' diverſe particulars .noted-- -- bas. 7 
11+. We haveadeſcription of theſingers. - They 
are deſcribed from the: Harps which-#hey had-in 
Their hands: ver. 2; baving tarps of God .. 4. &: 
Holy ones : ſuch as did belong to the,Temples, 
Like as we read -of the Lamp of God,:meani 
That which appertained: to the: Temple”, and 
fo:was holy as being ſeparated tothe Lords uſt 
and fervice: 1- Sam- 3. 3. the like is to be af 
firmed-here. Theſe Harpers are likewife deſcria 
Sed from their Purity . Hence they aye:faid to 
ſand -po7 ( or near ynto ) # ſer of gief mingled 
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Mine as 0 
S165 #eaning tht "they zre ſich 25 core 
ined. ead/ in another 
"Bod of RowWarion v of 4 Rs of plaſ- 
roe.” chaf." 4.9, 6. which oe 
afnde wits the facred Laver'that was of 'divine 
Fſticud 68 in the Jewiſh'Church . ThetE was 
a Sea or Laver belonging t6' the TabHids, -ah& * | 
it was made of zlaf Exod. 38. 8; Anda {2 in 
Selomon's Temple .' 1. Ki; 9. 23, Out of this 
_ were to waſh themſelves when they, 
employed in holy Miniftzations,” #/21.26: 6- 
neg Hen it is faid 'het$ , that the Harpers 
"# ſex of left mingled with Fire, the true 
of Ws expteiſibp may be that they? 
had deatif themſelves from Anti. 
bs and Polkitions. Both water: - 
fa Purifyinsnzture .- And it is at 
of Purity and Reformmition . = 
which” zh Harpers attain unto, . Therefore 
"y they are fit 6 be ſuch a5 pet the ViQtory, not 
«| only over'the mark of the Beaſt ,, but over the 
* 24mber of bis Nanie. "Phe renounce whatgver #5 
bumaxe in the Worlhip of God, and obſerye gN<' | 
Divine loftitutions. © © ;] 
| PEN vette nit & argument of "ths 
. y theſe Zoly Harpers. & 
is, oy That. men fhould fear. art go 
fe God. h. e." that they otight to worſhip th £2 
troe on ad him only. Aud this is Jaid to be 
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46 " The works of diving Fr ouidene, 

the ſong of -Moſes and of the Lamb , | becauſe 
Moſes of Chriſt have. taught men. this - 
Both old and new Teftanient require this. 

3. Here .is alſo the. 21n 
Song ters thus to ſpeak ,. in. the words 2efor 
at preſent . to inhiſt on, thy works. are., Te. 
marvelous: There are three great 'works af 

- God, all whichare great and wonderful... . 
| 1+ His work of Creation ; That, {ſuch 2 great | - 
world as this which our. eyes behalds whereig | * 
there is ſuch wonderful variety of Creatures, || 
and -ſome of them. excelling in glory J that al | 
Theſe ſhould be made out of nothing... 
' 2. That work of the.new Creation, or of Rea 
aeniption ; which is indeed the Lords Maſter-piece, | - 
That the fire-brands of Hell ſhould not. only be.|| | 
bronght from thence, but made to ſhine forever [ 
In. the higheſt Heaven z and that it thould befj * 
drough oe & in ſuch 2 way ; that, the 6 
gy uld become 2 man,. and dicu 
the Croſs that the warld( Gentiles pr well. as Soy 
zhrough him might be {aved'. . Angels wonder, 
at this; and Samts in. Jory | ſhall wonder at It, 
throughout the days of Eternity: .- 
here are the works of driine Providence; 
And of theſe are the. words before. 1s. to be un-- 
> "=p And the Dottrine ta be inſiſted on from; 
Them, | 
Dot... That the works Fs dvin Provide are 
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great « aud woeful SETS 
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are great and, wonderſul + | 
5 of this Truth, twae 
things are to be enquired 1ft6. - 1. How does:tt - | 
appear that-the works of "divine provideiice are ' 
great and wonderful .* 2. What works of pro- 
yidence are 10. ©  - - "x a 
.. Queſt. 1. How does it appear chat the works of - 
vine Providence are great and wonderful ? 
Anſw. 1. In that they are excellent works. - 
Tſa. 28. 29. The Lord of hoſts is wonderful in 
Counſil and. excellent in working, excellency. canſ- ' 
eth admiration. So. ere the works of divine 
providence excellent works; eſpecially fome' 7 
providences are of a very .God-like ftrain.' The 
divine Power does appear therein io as to cauſe * - 
Admiration. ' Hence alfo theſe works are {aid-ta 
be great,, Pſal. 111. 2. The wor * re Lord are- 


Lee's ſought out of all that hgve Nleaſure theretu 7 
Things are called grear not only in, refpe@t of: 
Quantity. but of Quality ;, as we Gy hs Nans 
we mean one that doth excel others.” Thus the. 
works of Providence are Excellent ! Therefore 
great and marvellous.. . Ep 25 ron "1 
; 2. In that many works 'of Providerice are deep 
ard incomprehenſible. Men are not able to dive 
into them ; nor to comprehend the reafon of 
them . The Lord indeed. knows the reaſon of- 


all His proceedings, but it is often hid fror2 new 


, 


that they cannot tell what to make of ſack Þro>, * 


vidences, only to-ſtand amazedat them. Hence 
the rings in Exekiel's wheel are ſaid ro bet7gh. , 
7 * . , vant—pe " "IN- | OY They 


— The wks yp Avine Hroiince 
* They are our of the reach of men., Exzoh, | 1% 
' And the Lords way: are faid to be #2 rhe deep ; 
; Pfal. 36." 6. Thy rithteouſnefs is like the great 
aimtains, thy judgements are a great dee -O Zeort 
thou preſerveſ# man and beaſt, Thy judgements; 
h. e. the ways and methods of Providence, in 
Governing, Preſerving , and Diſpoſing of all the 
affafrs of the world. There's no tracuig of the | 
Lord i in the paths of his Providence : - 'He walks-+ 
Ii ſuch? Ways, 2s nofie can follow him; ary more 
than they cn ſee whar's at the bottom of tlie 
Sen. Pſal.' 77. 19- Thy way is in the "Sea, and\ 
ath in the great waters, and thy foot fteps are 
not known, Hence Solomon faith that. 7:47 Cart 
find pothing. after God. -Ectle). * 7 45. Meaning; 
that no man imable'to trate Him . There is no' 
- fuck track of providence, as that men ſhall there- 
be. able fully to underſtand by what Rules: 
e Holy and Wile God. orderetit all events 
cans M and adyerſe which come to paſs ig 
the world . His ways of Providence. are an- 
ſcarchable . Rom. 11. 33; © thr depth of rherich= 
&s both of the wiſdom end. kyowlcage of God | how 
unſearchable are bis judgements, and his ways patt 
finding ozt . Saith the Apoſtle; tiat God ſhould! 
{© order by his providence, as that the Geatiles 
_ ſhould be called ; and the” ews wlio were once; 
the only People of God;”be rejetedby him, and' 
that for ages and generations one aſter atfothery, 
and yet, that at laſt thi ſhould be called vain 
TRELY 


: 


are great and-wonderful... "44 © 
Theſe ways of his Providence are paſt ficding - 
out , and theſe judgements are unſearchable. - | 
Ze Sometines there ws a ſeeming comradition in 
| | divine providence Hence in Ezek. 1. 16: tis faid 
their appearance & their work. was as it were a wheel it 
the middle of a wheel » The 'providences of God 
- | ſeem to Interfere with one another {ſometimes . 
' | Qne providence ſeems to look this way, another 
-.J- providence ſeems to look that way, quite" con- 
trary one to another . Hence theſe: works are 
| marveilous. Yea, and that which adds to the 
| wonderment, is, in that the works of God ſomie- 
FN times feet to run counter with his wotd: ſo 
* | that there is dark and amazing intricacie in; the 
ways of-providence - . This is 4 wheel within 4. 
- | wheel. - Not only wiſe but good men have ſome- 
; | times been pat to.a non-plus here-. The: God 
- | of Truthz'hath I his werd-faid , it ſhall'go well 
# Þ with therighreous, and ill with the wicked, and 
"| yet he fo orders thmgs by:his providence, asthat 
- | the righteous: ſee nothing but miſerable days in 
: | this world, and thewvileſt of men aze at the lame 
| time in the higheſt proſperity. Jer. 12. 1. The 
! | Pen-man of the ſeventy third Pſalm was ſadly 
* | puzled, and had like to have loſtthimſelf with a- 
mazement at this Thing. Ls Ind ft 
|| 4. Great matters do many times ariſe out of ſmall 
* | begirmings . It is therefore ſaid, who bath aeſpi/- 
the day of ſmall things ? .Zech. 4. 10." Theut- 
Vriigping Jey's could not be perfwades thar any 
EE | Gia 
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great.matter would-come of beginnings ſo deft 
picable and-inconſiderable ._ _ But: the wonders || 
working providence of God made that which | 
was nothing in their eyes, to become ſomething } 
before-he-had done,. . The intereſt of the Gofpet 
and of Chriſtianity was at farſt very ſmall; but 
in alittle Time it was ſpread far and near, which} 
| . thing was indeed ſignified by Ezekiel's Santtrary | 
| Taters- that were at firſt up to the ankles , ana 
' then to the knees, but at laſt they became a river 
which could not be paſſed over. And to this 
1:nſe we are to interpret the Parable concerning]. 
the grain of muſtard ſeed fat. 13. 32. which uf 
the legſt of all ſeeds, but when it i grown 18 # the] 
greateſs. arong herbs, & betometh a Trees Thus did 
the-intereſt of the Goſpel and of Chriſt's Kings 
dom grow. Art firſt: there were only:a few ins fi 
conſiderable ur ow _ NT fudicd = & 
20S gages, nor had any knowledge in thoſe things 
beſides what they were mirncoledy endowed 
with, to Pabliſh the Goſpel. Yet in forty years 
time ( even before the Jewiſh ſtate was brought 
unto its end Ma. 24. 14:) the Goſpel wasſpread || 
| overall the world-, And efter that Antichriſtts } 
' © an darkneſs. had cover'd the Earth,” when 'the 
light of the Goſpel began to. break forth; it wag] 
at firſt very ſmall: Mr. Brightman ſappoſeth that 
the words of my Text have ſpecial reference uns 
, * to that, #iz.-the wonderfull ſacceſs which the 
Goſpel had in Zmther's Time, When he began. 
oo 
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OO at great and manderful. © oy | 
preach againſt Indilgerces little 01d the world 

think -vhat *that 'would come to. In a little 
Time whole Sates and Kingdoms renouriced the - 
Pope, andembraced the true Reformed Religion. 
Great and marvellous were thoſe works of God, 
Now inaſmuch as mighty things are brought out 
of inconſiderable beginnings, it is an-evidence 


of the 'wonder-working Providence of God. . 
| But the Truth of this Doftrine will appear fur- 


ther by ſpeaking to the ſecond enquiry. . viz. -. 
| Queſt. 2. What works of Providence are great 
and wonderfull? | fe be 


* Anſw. 1- T, he ordinary Providence of God 4 


.- That' Law and Courſe of Nature which 
He hath-Eſtabliſhed in the world, is a"great 
ant marvellous work. His ordering of Times 
and Seafons, Heat and Cold, Seed-Time and 


. Harveſt , Summer and winter, Day and Night 
in. their ſeveral Vicifſitudes Theſe are wonder- 


ful works, The giving of rain and ſhowers from 
Heaven is a work of ordinary Providence, yet 2 
wonderful work. Job. 5: 9, 10. God docth great 
things and unſearchable, marvcilous things without 


 2umber, who giveth rain upon the earth; and ſendeth 


waters upon the fields The Cauſing of Clonds 
and vapours to aſcend and deſcend; is men- 
tioned amongſt the wonderful works df God. - 
Jov. 37+ I4 + "Confiuer the wandrend o 
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| _._ £08. 1 us winder In ver. 16. 'tis aid} 
F doft thok. kzyow. the. ballancings of the clouds , thy 
+ obw.n works of him who 1s > perfels in kowledge | ? 
Some of the clonds are lifred u up; higher, otkerg 
hang down lower, like unto balances; God mak. 
ok thoſe * yapours to. be higher or lower, 2ccots 
he means to uſe. them for the good or. 
PE: ot his Creatures , -and that with-as . much 
eſs as if he weighed them all with. 2 Bal: 
lance. Theſe are marveilous works. The rai. 
ling and allaying of mighty ſtorms, is that which 
in the ordinary courle of Providence-is brought 
bo © paſs , yet thoſe are wonderful wor Fi 
that go down to the fea in ſhips, that do buſineſs i 
greet waters: ; Thefe. ſee Ge works, -of the. Lords 
his woulers i in the deep . For he commandeth 
and raiſeth the ſtormy Wind , which lifteth. up. the 
Waves t 45-2 He maketh the form a calni;: O that 
_ woxld prayſe the Lord for his goodneſs and: fot 
angry works ro, the children of men. Pſa. 


et, 

725: ts ars Extraordinary providences, | Theſe 
| B. 'by way of Eminency great and: marvellous 
works, of God . Such. as Signs and- Prodigies 3 
dag ch arb.mare rarely-ſeen in the world. Thele 

called Moder s, £74. 135- 9, for that t 
ſs wonderment;an- the: world ; And more 
pectialy., when-they ataioha miracylous: natures . 
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For the-Church is but a ſmall company, b 


little Flack 


the works. He God. are Tg and marye ons; . 
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on. the ab; hea all generations,..is nay 
of the greateſt wonders of. divine Providence 


whom ſhall Jacob ariſe for be is ſmall ? - 4 lieele 
but their enemies are. many 2 4 | 
mighty.and inraged againſt them. They -Want 
neither Will-nor Power to deſtroy the Charch : 

yet It is preferved {till.. - How ſo ? But. | cauſe 


ws 


Providence of God 


There 1 isalw a1s 2 wonder 


at work ip the Church,s preſervation. . It hath 
dean. in the water often, and yet is not drown- 


It has been in the fixs often and yet 1s _not 
E The Church hath been in the midf#.of 
2 Sea.of Wood aud al TE " 


This is a'; Aaſes . 
ps pn ben or =_ 
and por conſan [ will now ex7h aſe. 
"0 s this grea nor buere, 


a 
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 u8 The works of divine Providence © 
| that has been ail on a light fire many years, and 
; dara it. 1s not Conſumed, no nor ever ſhall. 
| *. 4: The Providence of God mn Reforming his. 
 - Church is wonderful. The Great and marveilons 
works which the Text ſpeaks of; may+4n part be [| 
| uhderſtood concerning that , . Efpecialy- when J' 
There has been great Degeneracy, deep and uni- | 
verfal 'Apoſtacy , the work of Refortharion ig 
then wonderful. 1/as. 1- 6, 25, 29: That nots 
- withſtanding ſuch dangerous and deadly wounds, 
the Church ſhould live. Thus the Antichriſtianſl, 
Ajoſtacy was very great . All the world wot, 
_Ecred after the Beaſt. yet God by his providence, 
=D ſo red mn Fr a bleſſed pom || 
"DEX appear furan a jea of giaſs mimgiea with fir 
"Pire, Wer Parel, reied, eformed People, 6 
grea? ana” marveilous have been the works offi 
_ . Gd in'this Reſpe . The Lord many times 
' Sripgs abourt- the Reformation of his People by 
'frange and wonderful ways . © Sometimes byſi 


= 


"marvellous Judgements ; by ſharp and terri le 
. Ferfecations, which one would think ſhould def 
troy "them , but the» wonderful Providence off. 
God over rules things 10, as'that-they ſhall of, 
ty be reformed an& refined by the fire of divine; 
Judgement: \ Thar was the effect of the 4ſſiiafl;; 


? 
4 


Pet ſeeution Thi. » And of that under Any 
' #fochus", Sore of the-Lords deareſt ſervants fellfic 
"Unto the'fornace of That Perfecution'to* rry rhomſhe) 
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| thy them, wid th pen, "Hd IPD them 
l white. Dans at. 35* ' Nay, "ſometimes ſtrange 
| Confuſions have iſſued in a glorious work of Re= 

' | formation; >. In divers: places -of the world it: 
S | as been ſo, And therefore well may it be faid,; 
Y great. and marveilous are thy works , inaſmuch AS 
| be brings light out of darkneſs, order and beaut-. 
n ey ont of the greateſt diſorder and Confuſion. © 
Sf - 5. The Providence of God in delivering his 
"Church is very wonderful The thing it it 1 
; wonderful, Conſidering how great and powerfuft 
"Ftheir. oppreſſars are- \ And the Churches delive= 
"Fanceisthe more wonderfulinreſpett of the Time 
Sof it- Commonly it is when things are brought. 
lFto the greateſt extreamities imaginable. When 
| \ (ark is: bound, and layd upon the Altar , and 
Mthe knife is lified up to cut his throat , then the 
*FLord ſteps in and faveth, aad to this day it may, 
> ſaid ,, in the mount the Lord will be ſeen- 

+ When his people are in an helpleGs eſtate, where 

YFtbere is: no deliverer on earth for them , the _ 
"*Fronder-working providence of God is ſeen in . 
Ftceir Salvation Dent. 22. 29. When they leaſt 


; by xpett it., rhea does their deliverance come « + 


PECs "Its '6, It ſhall come to paſs in that d 
bat-the light Jr not be Clear nor dark., =-o<- 4 
þ evening time it ſhak be light. "Qne would think 
fo Ahat after a dark and cloudy day , at evening 
LoL ime it ſhould be more dark than eyer. ; but be= 
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| IS The t#orks of divine Providence 
it is Light. Se nod time when _—_ expats 
people: out © y they -11 
jon A Seder And therefore with r& 
unto that: deliverance, the prophet. ſayth 
j. ahdft terrible. things which we looked [not for 
F #. 64. 3- When Zharaoh was drowned, anf 
the head in the houſe of the wicked ore [ 
to' death, little did the Childrenof 1/z2el x 
that the God of their falvation would anſne {| 
their Prayers by ſuch terrible things in Rightel 
onineſs againſt their-opprefiors. And the proj 
vidence of God is wonderful, in ref] ect of tl 
way and meanes whereby he delivers his peop Al 
Oftentimes it. is in fucha way - as men nevg 
thought of . . Sometimes the Lord makes thei 


Adverſaries to beat Variance amongit themſelve 
that fo his ſervants who are appointed to dys 
may be delivered . Sometimes God finds thei 
other: work to doe, that they ſhall not be 
tei{ure to proſecute their deſigns intebdedl 
his People. Saul and his men. comp: 
fed David- round about to take him . Mal 


judgeing according to all hamane 'Probabiliry þ 
wou:d now conclude that 1t 1s impoſſible for Di ; 
vid to eſcape : bat behold: the providence] s ji 
Ged;, juſt at the nick of tim2, rhere comes a mth; 
ſerger to Saul, ſaying Haſte thee and come, for | 
Philiftints have invaded the Land .,. Wherefore. Sali 
veturued from purfuing- David; and went agak 

zhe Prtliffiges. ts Sas ES 226, 27: "Spud cou | 
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wi not follow 318 eacn® (iid 


Ming David like a Partridge- on * the mi ant ntaing;. 
I there was another hunting match verary | 
Mkim ; whet! the Philifints iny the Land . 
And many fuch things are-with the Lord ftill ; 
WJ About an kindred years agoe , the Emperonr of 
erminy was intending to root out the Proteſt 
tant Name and: Intereſt \ but the Pope blew up 


a the bellows of Contention betweeri him and the 


als of *Fraxce , by which meanes the deſign: 
' Mob prevetited . And ſeveral times , when the 
onir was minded to deftroy his Proteſtant: 
bje , God let looſe the great ” Turk upon the 
zmpire, "and ſo diverted the evil deſi igns againſt 
is people, which had-been long preparing, and 
xre' become 'ripe for execution. Such works 

& great and marvellous. 
F-'6. The Providence of God in deſtroying the Ent 


P - | s of his People, is great and woadefa. Of this - 


a fodgermenr: ſpeaks. Thoſe als full of the wrath 
Judgements of God , which have been, and 


4 i all be, ; poured out upon ths Antichriſtian Ge- 


tion; are amongſt the great and marvellous 
Locks of God. His Providence is wonderfut 
i reſpect of the Time when-he poureth. dowre 
bizls of divine Judgements upon his Enemies”. 
is at the Time when they are > mafl fecure: It 
& noted Goncernin ning Bdſh4z3ar, thathe made 2 

for ® Thouſand of his Lords ,. ahd in that: 


4 bg bt vs Belbazzer the King of the Chaldeats 


T0 
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"I Theworks of dduine Providence 
flain with the Sword, Par $+;-35 30. Eh th 
En Sens ware ref 


Wah... 2s. 30...: When the- Enemies are ini 
Hight. of. their Reſolutions againſt the People 
God ,. He meets-with them-, and:euts-: them of 
forever -.. Exod-.15- 94-1 be enemy ſaid; Ta 
Purſue, I :havertake;-my buſt ſnall be ſati hed up 
oz them Oc... And. waen gd Pharaoh ſay-th g] 
It was juſt before, God. drowned and damn'd. hit 
forever. Who ts like.unto thee O- Lord doing-n 
ders | _ Be wile © ye Kings, and be inſtructed 
Judges, of the earth, Kits: the Son leſt he- be - 
Br 5nd you periſh in the.way, when bis. mrath4 
irdled but 2 little. So did-Julian The Apeſtati 
 Hewas reialved wapn he returned fromHhis'1 
WKH; the *Perhans, to-Sacrifice unto his Holsh 
the bloadiof Chriſtians; bur he y*riſbed-on rhe wa 
an..Arrow Jrom: Heaven {mote - kim, before 
could. fully accompiiſh, the miſchief he iatend 
<d.:; And .t fy providence of God is - wonderfy 
inreip the, 72475, nereby bis enemies:a : 
deftroyed.. _ \Somerianes he waketh- them deſtrof 
| ther © He: ſenahbe Egy ptians'aganiif 
W hex 817th; TIDES: Mi Fen Nth 


OD w arti Lis fo 
gl tupy fed _in-forathan's Time amongt he Phi. 
litines Andagailfiithe days of Jehoſhaphat, 
* HBtyent "© aaa ane kandther”; -And* © 
God" dow' for his people as rhe day 
of DMdedrt sf "Tei rude n the Stfiptvre that 
it ſhall Vexhugavich” the enemies of the Church. 
the days of the Goſpel: A gre Punnlr from 
on «joy "Dor iſhall be "anmidng*rhem., atid they ſhall lay 
;ghtold:rogry-:one 0n the land of his nei ie hbour, and his 
ad fhal Tiſe tip againſt-tiz hand F Bs neirhbour. 
" jo Yool 114513. YE; ſometimes God by Ris pro- 
44 idencs does'10 order mititters , i5thathis ene- 
je ſhhll-coſign and> pradtife ſuch things as 


x wallet in their ownulri.” Thewided' is ſize 

ps bh inthe work” ot ve? OW Hates. © Let de- 

wallttotionicome UFO; him 3f unawares and let 
hid' 


rl is neltidoe: 
paiuet rig rye 46 htm fall Pſa. * &; 76. 
e had 3943: Hamann \ptotted his owl Ruin, when 
21 &\oderifed: " miſchief 2gainſt the. Þcople of 
ol bs IE fr 5008 4G 92s 
0 | þ USE Here 513. matie?- If: Edo fo the 
eoarbfi Gur s. People refpeBting the Preſent ſtare v 
Whic Chirekiis Thingeoc 8t this day with a dark 
ane and iſmal face :  Well-but we bavethis to en- 
2 up: there i9XGod whoſe works [oe great 
Ant marvellous >! OE: eg 
} \Gopfidess © yy | Gigfir able bo Alive hig- Ie 
2. 2-NEY 2 E 3 
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catch himſelf; iffo that - 


' FACE. » | n__ Jo -2*}+-- "I "THEY 
deſpiſed.men-, quits 008; fave! 

for their Religion ,- 8a greateſt\Km 
that eyer -liyed- was foriouſly and :folvedl; 
to deſtroy them , yet:they-knew that-bt 


able to deliver them. ..-. It isitrue:;: thas mt 2 bo i. 


day the Church of God an the world:isng 


er danger than has been. known for a Tong ti | 


Shall our hearts now-ſink - propa; gent 
and unbelief? NOI pies 


When the TE: are ſlay? _ b\ 
ti 


gain ſuddenly.: why ?-The;/1 
ſhall enter 4nto-them, -Rev. 11. TIC 


Teftion will be brought about by the wont 
working Poyidence of God - He cats: ſoon can 
an Earth-quake that Rat rolforrey:t the tone 
der the ; weight whereof--t 2 
oppreſſed and I 


the Lords CRE Old-were buried.in a-Ba 
Jonian grave, and never like to. riſe .nt; of th 
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Yen he pint ht Zo 
i 4#4ke-0 e graveior tne Jews, 10 that | 
IN were reſtored-to.their former Liberties and ents 
$*:jo7ments.. Such great and marvellous works cat 
r pie, High God bring to Pals when Hee 


: Confider- 2. Thas the days are at hand wherein | 

1 Lhe Lerd' will do great and. wonderful things, - He 
will peedily-be avenged for his. ele&t;who art 

vf crying to him Gay and night, He will pour down 
{ zhe moſt fearful and amazing Vials of: wrath-up- 
oy on their Oppreſſors that-ever yer. were known 
The warld is at this. day in an. Uproar « /- The 
$8 :four- Winds of Heaven: are ſtriving-upon- the 


great Sea. We hear the ruſhing of the Nati | 


$950ns . The Lord of hoſts is Muſtering the Nati 
$:00s for the Battle, which is a ſign that there 


Ware great things upon the wheel, and like tobe 


J (Querturiings  Overturnings., Overcurnings + in = 
pI4the earth. - Some. think that the foweh Vial is 
now: pouring out upon-the ſin the Antichriſt-" 
py ian world,” ' However, ic: will not be long:before 
: Fr thrope of the Beaſt ſhall have a Vial Poured 
i{Qithereon; Immediately upon” which the! Jews are 
| | dm ag and them the:works of God will be 
nt i pear aid marvelibus, The Captive exile haſtneth. 
& great! Propheczes and-Promiſes contained in 

Ti Scriptuxes , to be fulfilled in the latter:days , 
2c \neax-their accompliſhment'z and: then the 
g»Horkingsof chrine- Providence will be-moſt won= - 
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wonderful - "The Lord S__y kriows'; ; that " 
. Time is near”, wherein he ſhall have a glorious 
Kingdom-in this world'. "The Kingdoms of the 
world ſhall become the" Kingdoms of the Lord and of 
Bis Chrift , and he ſhall riegn forever .”. And now 
that the Time is near, Chriſt longs to be-poſſeſ. 
1ed of that | Kirigdoth *; and therefore-hee will 
make quick work with his enemies.” He will ru- 
Inate more Enemies in one age now; than th 
many - formerly . F ar perfwaded, that ere 
this Generation be paſſed away. the-Lord Jeſy 
will doi more marvellous:iworks in the -worll 
Zhan ever” was done in one Generation'ſince theſſ 
world'began. We now: live inthe: ered 
of Titnes ,-Motions and Alterations being con 
near the Center , they- will be exceeding ſi 
micro AS-an ENCOUFAgemientt « unto 
| Conlider. 3. The great and wonderful \ things 
which Go has dong for. his ' New-Engldnd People 
-The>truth is,. that the ſetting wp: of Chrify 
Kingdom in this Part of the world, is ONEY 
[the Wonders of divine/providence., which t 
Taft age has ſeen. There' was a wondrous 
*of Godin bringing fo many of his 'Peo@pleh 
ther ; that the hearts of thoſe who dwelt" 
' much remoteneſs from: one” another-ſhontd b 
tike moved and inclined to venture. themſely 
and theirs into a waſte'and howling; Wilderneh 
mt io 'they _ build © hg j5 
O80 i. 
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. Lords Namutherein.” Art there was awonder= | 
\ful. providence -of God ſeen in inaking-way for 
{the ſettlement of his People here ./ | For: he caſt 


 :out. theHeathen before them: firſt by the Blayue, 
...and after bpthe Small-PoX; ſo'as'that thouſands 
. and-thoufands+ were wept away 'by: thoſe Be 

-ſoms-10f deſtruftion/ 'who:elſe wou?;T probably 


-bavechimiioſtigated by:Satan., '{o as ro.hive hink 


-dred; the: planting of: the Goſpel andrhe eſta- 


ivliſhment o6rhe Kingdondof Chriſt-in theſe: 16- 
mote: corners" of the earth. Andit is great 
-and marve}}dns work of God, that a place ſhould 


. -be bronghtto-ſach: Gonfiderableneſs infoiſhort 


a Times: Moſes ſpake to the: Children of Iira- 
iel ſaying as in Deutii 4. 32, 344 ldkfom the 


ge ſige-of Heaven to the orher , = ktrher there bath 


«veep br fuch.thirg as thit great thing; <=» Hath 


ed to rake himus Naticn.out' fromthe mids | 
of a :Nitwn'?: Traly the: Lord ' has »taktn his | 
iPeopterhere out: ef the midſt of a Natwngand-in 
-a few. years: caufed x Imall number! to'hecome 


of like a hte. Nationi. © He hath-pianited our-Hea- 
id. . vens-abdoEyd the foundations. of oue'-cartts.: -| 
4. Conſider alt: the ext-207ng5 of the Englih Wation:, 


and. you-will not fee” the like» Some of you - 


nll. :that'arethere before-the Lord this: day; can re-. 
+1 member the Time when there were but few 
o--Chriftians.in this great Town , whereas new 
LI there re three Churches of JeſusChrifbrhercia. * 
ed: Fea, there are who can remember.z:whenthere 


\ $Cagacld » - Was ; 


| was-not Grankalt 4: bne Ghriftiowin/ all this 
| Land;-but. at. this day there are abore fourſcore 
| Ghurches df God: amongft the' Eng/iſh , beſidey 
; ſeveral amongſt the Indiars. And ſtall rethink 
| Chat God has done theſe] great and marvellous 
' things ;/ that ſo all his work might be deſtroyed 


'- apain within one Generation ? Some of the 


| Generation are yet with us, the Kindneſs of | 
|} whoſe youth when they followed him into 2 wil- 
derneſs', into:a Land which was not ſown, God 


| Nil remembers and: will remember « Search 


' the Records. of Ancient times, a cel tas will n6- 
wer find; that when God has Created anew Hea- 
: venand anew earth, all was layd utterly:waſte 
- and-defolate, whileſt any of thoſe whom God 
| honoured+to be the firſt foundation were-living., 
| Therefore be not faithleſs but believing - The 
' {ord/may afflict us becauſe of our: Backſlidings 
| which-are many , but he will not- deſtroy us- 

Call co-mind the former Times. Has:not God 
wrought wonderfully for .us?. Hath- he nc 
.donie-{o- in the days of qur Fathers ,' and in out 
days alfo3 Has he not” tebaked the Heath 
and-that. more than once for our ſakes , yea wr 


| + Other enemies too? Andi 1s not: our God as-abls 


| -to deliver us as ever © . Our Fathers' truſted in, 7 
| him, andHe delivered them, yea they © '| 
| him andwere not Confounded. And if their 
| Children after them, ſhatl truſt in the God '6f 
their th will | be ſuffer them to be Coh-|| - 
founded? 
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mountains to. come t 
whole world ſhall tccho y = the ſound 
of their fall. Therefore let vs truſt 

in Ke Lord forever; evenin _ 


wondrous 1 #7. 
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Holtidoes: wandiefuliyatbithia Jude: ents ac 
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And A Jonj-hezth / 47 wir AP ten Kings , 
having their th als and their great toes cu 
off , ure 2d their meat under my _ 
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Very great part of the Holy Scripts 

* _ ure is Hiſtorical. In particular this 

book of Judges is one of the Hittoricall 

ks of the old Teftament. Therein an account 

_ of the ſtate of Iſrael ( both civil and ec- 

_ Clehaſtical ) for the ſpace of three hundred years 

viz, from the death of Joſhnav until EL's Time. 

In the beginning of this chapter we have the hiſt- 

ory of the war between the Children of Iſrael 

and the-Camaamites: —Corieetning which ſeveral 

things are ſpecified -. ; 

1+ The Tribe whigh did by divine direftion 

firſt engage in this war , namely the Tribe of 

Judah who took Simeon with him ,. as Tee in' 
. the ſecond and: third Verſes . 

. 2. The place where this Ingagewent was, ſe. 

at a @-Place. called Beack. 
Thirdly 


accordingto what theſes df men havtbin, 6x 
3- The eyent atidſucceſ$ofthis.undertaking . 
The. Chuldren-of 1{rac} :ghtaind 2 maryellous | 
- | victoryo:Far the body-of the Enemy: wis deft 
+ | royed.':v&g1z4 And Adonibexgh., ( the Lord: of - 
- | that plage-agihis.name imports”) was:taken-Pris © 
ſoner . Concerning him,there 1s,a-very memo» | 
roll paſſage related in this: with the Proveding | 
yerſe. 
1. What the Iſraclites did 1 to him-ver./6. They 
" Cat: off his; thumbs and his great+toes. The: reaſon 
of their fo doing, is not expreſſed . Some think 
that they had heard of his cruelty to Others: or 
it may be they had found ſome in Bezck who were 
the montmefits of his bloody and barbarous/Ty- 
ranny, that might -inform-them-what Adonibezek 
8 had done. and they mightlook upon it as'a du- 
ty to Retaliate upon him the wickedneſs cont 
mitted by. him. Others fappoſe that the: knew 
nothing; fowhat he had done , only: that:this 
Puniſhment was inflicted by. the over; ruling 
providenceiof God . nn 
© 2: Here is' expreſſed Adombezek's Cont ſion 
as In -the words. before. us now to .VDLO- + 
1. He confefleth his own bloody FaCt;. nHe con F; 
felleth that he dealt-in that  barbarou JRRT 
with 70 K10gs, h.e. | 
bour Cities: It is not-like] 
| al at the- fame time, 
"| Ever; it was a::difcovery: of ——_ mnhumat 
in: Tn bacbarous I'vxant;4 « Re EF: OREN TISL 
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| that God was righteous in fo-ordering 'by his 

'- providence, as that the very ſametruelty which? 
|| ht had exerciſed: to-others, was'mow come uportf 
| him! ThatGod had found him onvand juſtly res: 
| quited him . The doarine which may theres 
| torear Preſent be infiſted on,is 7 + £ 
| © Do@. That the Providence of God "toes wonder 
| fally ſug his Judgements according to what the ſins. 
' of men'ave been, For the further Clearing of 
this Trath , we may enquire 1: In what tes 
ſpedts the divine providence does ſuit his Judges 
gd to the fins of men. 2. The Reaſons 
- Quere 1. 1: what reſpeits does the Providence 
' of God ſuit bis Tndgements to the ſins of men ? © 
 - Anfw. God does ſometimes retaliate upon men, | 
| he very ſame evils which they have done, or deſigned: 
| #0 dot againſt others So that there is a [. T auto 
| pea] afuffering in the ſame kind; the ſinner 
' Bpaidoffin his own Coyn. So it was with | 
| Adonjbezek here in my Text . And: there are 
' . wiany-Gther Inſtances in the Scripture which 
| eoufirin this Truth Pharaoh and the Egyptians 
| firmed-in deſtroying "the Children' of 1frael ; 


Therefore God Punhiſhed them by ſending the' 


deſtroying Angel 'amotigt them, - who deſtroyed 
 achildiy wet houſe in Egypt. They mores 
| _ over-ſinned in-gavling the” Tiraclitiſh Infants t6 
| Be crowned; therefore they themſelves were at 
{inthe Re#fex', © The: 75riam and | | 

On 2.0 fidnmil. 
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Judah, and:they ſhall ſel them to the Sabrans 10 4 


| his Fathers ns ſave one; juſt ſo was he ſerved 


' murder the Prophet Urjjah, but he would not 


ſword, and caft his.dead body into the Graves of. 


\ 3 pm of Wo $-bhoe ©” OY. eo Bah, ot 9 OOO 


Zidomians: fold the C dren of Judah unto dhe 
Grecians that. they might remove them far from ' 
their borders : And obſerve bow the Lord did 
xerrn it upon them, who faith Joel 3.8. 1 will 
Sons and your danghters into the baud of 


people far off, for the Lord hath ſpoken it . We 
read Concerning Jehoram, that he murderd all 


Himſelf. The wonderful and righteous Provis 
dence of God ſo ordered, as that all his fons fave 
ene were murdered by the Philiſtines and the Args 
bians - 2. Chrox, 21. 4, 17- 1t is. Recorded 
Concerning Joaſh, that he with his ſervants 
n_ ired together to kill the Prophet: And at 

is ſervants Conſpire together to kill him 
i is owne houſe, that ſo his wickedneſs might 
be retaliated npon him. 2. Chron. 24- 22, 25 
And it is noted of Jehojakim that he did/not 


ſuffer him to have an honourable Burial, as'2 
man of his calling and worth ought to have-had; 
Jer 26. 23. Jehoiakjm the King ſlew him vibe 


Common people. As if the holy Prophet ha 4a 
dean worthy'of an heniourable Interrment:: Now 
for all Jeniahim Was 2 great 
that he- ſhould-not an honouradl 


| 64 Cod doremandefullyſaicebir Julfnents. 


| x9. Yer further, the Righteons God doth-ſomes 
| Eines inithe. way. of his Providence Retahateups 


caft forth beyond the: gates of Jeruſalem . Jer. 220) 


on-men the evil which. they have deſigned againſt. I 
others-. *- Tho' they never did . thoſe: ang dn4} 

ly attempted the doing of them , \Godrezders to || 
them according to the hickeaneſs of "hain own endear; 
warrs, A;wicked man has conceived-miſthief; 

and: brought forth talſhood . , He made a Pit: 
anddigged: it , and is; fallen .intoi. the: Ditch', 
which: he-:made : his miſchief ſhall refurn upots- 
his 'own head , and his -violenc © dealing ſhall 
come down npon his own pate. .. Pfal.: 7. 14: 
x55:16;. Thus it was-with thoſe thar caſt:the. >: 
Sodly. Princes into *the fiery furnace, the flame. 
of the' fire flew thoſe men that took up Shadrach Mex | 


' » ſhach& Abeanego. Arid thoſe that were Prometers | 
| or Jnformersagainſt the prophet Damelthat very, 
miſchief which; they deligned againſt: him, the, I; 
Providence of God turned upon them, and upon; 
their . Families Dan,.6. 2.4. They brought thoſt: 
men'which had accuſed Daniel, -and ps yr them into. 
—_— hoy, Fon th hed children ard their wives, 


ſaid xs. Fares ans rao. ot RE 


anda hays dons pndideſencd inany aan | 


bins what the Sei men hive my "'{$ - 


'Þ hath God: dotie ts: me.-* -And: not only 1 the SCrip= _ 
tures-But” Humane writings are full' of eximp &8 
coricerning-God's Reraliaring upon: meh theevits . 
which they-have done to'others . Eccleſiaſtical. 
ſtory reports of the daughter of Herohas”, who 
deſired that John Baprif's head mighs Ve cut off, 
that g6ing upon the Ice,” it-gave way, and ſud- | 
denly clokd tpain ," ſo- as that her head was: 
thereby cut'o#\. In Hiſtories we read of many” 
who having murdered others , they have at laſt 
| bin mardered themfelvs , Tf | they haveſtabbed* 
others, they have bin ſtabbed thenfhys. If they 
have poyſoned others, they have been poy fore” 
themſelves. If they have” dealt cruelly | and 
Jbarbarouſly with others , the providence-,of. 
= hath at length Retaliated it upP... Them; 
Ficlves. £ 
2. The Judgments which befal men have ofoen=" n 
times ſome. Reſemblance aud Analogy with their; - 
Sins. Tho' the puniſhment is- not. the” very? | 
fame with'the evil which they have done , yet. 
there is an [_ 0-19%0parheia 7} a notable. Co; for mr 
and Sinilitude between the Sin and the punifh- 
tent. If not the very ameevil which they taye* 
yoone, yet a Judgment in nature 2nd quzlity. like” 
mto it ſhall 'come upon them - The old Vee 
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Was : overflewh. with ens, .  Henc The 
Fcre puniſhed with an'ovefflowtn : Of Wi ater, » 

God pttiſhed'one fond Fith I Gt od... 
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5&6 God doth mundesfully ſuit bis Judgoments 
proved their ruin... The Iſraelites ſinned by 


their 1 ongzes 2nd venemous expreſſiqns again| 


the Lords, faithful ſervants ; and He plagued. 
| them with the venemous 4 orgues of fiery ſereſ- 
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| _m . Nadab and Abibu ſinned by offering] 


trange fire ; and therefore fire came down from 
Heaven and conſumed them . Corab ſinned by 
making a Sc#iſm in the Chureh ; and the _ 
madea Sc9iſm & ſwallowed him up, that he went 
down alive into the Pit, . The Jews finned 1n 
ſer»ing other Gods beſides their own ; therefore 
they were puniſhed in being age to ferve other 
Lords and Kings befides their own Neh. 9. 36, 
37. Jer. 5. 19. Solomonſinned in diviaing the 
worſhip which wes due to God alone, betweet 
Him and the Idols whom his wife ſerved; there! 
fore (ard that was a ſuitable Judgment ) the 


' Ringdome muſt be divided between his ſon and 


another . He ferred God with an imperfett 
Heart , and God left him but an imperfett Kings 


dom. 1. K7ag. 11. 4. The Chriſtians did not 


Qrry it towards. the body of Chriſt in the Hol 


ordinanice of the Lords ſupper as they ought ta F 
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have done ; for which cauſe God puniſhed themſ; 
with vozily diſeaſes and -Death .- Strange finyf; 


axe followed with Strange Puniſaments, Joh 
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31.-. 3 .. New ins. with New . puniſhments 
| Ukrite in. theſe Iaft dayes. there-are new kinds olf- 
" -diſcaſcs which in former ages were not knowhify 
| I flicxh aus Inverters of evil things, aud-wickelo 
fl Ks - | 0 : A $- * IPOS. nel | 


|, mccording to what the finsof menhavebin 67 
| wickedneſs fotmetly unheard of . Sins with 
the body ares oft_purniſhed with bodily diſeaſes | 
and miſeries - The Lord ſaid to Jezabel, 7 will } 


'l 54ſt her into a bed, and them that commit adultry 


Z Tith "oy into great tribulation . Ahab and Jez< 
j abel ha 


| d finried with their Bodyes, and God 
plagued them in their children the natural fruit 


*| of their Bodyes . We know what direful ven= 
1 fecance came upon thoſe miſerable children for, 


j] the fake of their wicked parents, when ſeventy, 


of them had their heads cut off in one day, and 
were layd in. two heaps at the City gates, for, 


"I every one to gaze and be aſtoniſhed at . And 
"1 Spiritual Sins are uſualy puniſhed with SpirituaF 
"| Plagues. Hoſ. 8. 11; Becauſe Ephraim has made 


Þ 12any altars to ſin , altars ſhall be unto him to ſin < 
| They ſinned iri building Altars , therefore they 


| ſhould be left to commit that ſin until it proved 
-.|heirruin. And Ezekiel ”=—_ of mirey places © | 
"fand mariſhes which ſhall not be | 
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healed but ſhall be 
#iven to ſalt ; That was their fin they would 
not be healed, and this ſhall be their puniſhment 
they ſhal not be healed, So that Spiritual Sins are 
followed with Spiritual plagues and puniſhments 
upon the ſouls of mien . | b 

' 3- The Providence of God does ſometimes ſute 
the Tudgments which befal men, to their ſint , in rea 


yes ng aw oo > 


- Paoarono ns had 
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pct of the Inſrruments which do cauſe or occaſion. | 
Weir troubles Sortetinies 25 ro things and. many; | 
Lis 2s 39 Petſons it 18 6+ Sera fitted ih | 


68 God does oondrield hnehis Judgments; 2 


making Iron Chariots to deſtroy the Ghildren, 


Iſrael , but. therefore he” himſelf was "deſtroye 
with a nail- of iron . © Abinteleck; cauſed his” wy, 


this Abimelech was himſelfe afterwards. Iilled 
ith a ſtone', © This God rendred 'to* hint the 
wickedneſs which he'did in MHaying his brethren 
all upon one ſtone, Judge. 9. 5, 53-561. _Jexa- 
bel by a letter written to Jezreel cauſed the 
blocd of Naboth to be ſhed: And by aletter from 
. Jezreel was the blood of her children ſhed . It 
3s *by Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians *reported , that 
the Denatiſts give the. holy elements to dogs; 


Jelves devoured b; dogs » 
wie providence does fi equently ſo diſpoſe ; 
that the thing which has been an occaſion of iid 


and pervert any Creature to fin” againſt” Gt. 


Comfort and to paniſherh them, Hoſea. 2. 8,9. 


She did! not k:iow that T gave her carn and wine an 
al '& mmlriply ver # lar rol, which they prepa-' 
red 7 Tor Baal ,.ther;org will Fretnrn and'take away 
7 corP 17 t92 $3 thereof And thy wine in the ſean 

z thendf' > The i that lived in Sodom and Go 
b. mori, firiged thy fulneſs of brea, , that is to 
| , Francein the pie oft mear and Wy ag 


i = a « 


_ 


* 


theren to be-murdered” pol "a ftone': Now ob- 
ſerve the Providence and*Jidgnient of God ; fog 


and afterwards theſe wicked men were them: 
The Lord in his Ny 


ed oo Ta» 4s = YT TUFF CTrEFEC—_S 


frail become an occaſion of ſorrow. If men abuſe” 


thereby © ,” they are commonly Puniſhed therein. 2 
it may be God depriveth them of that. creature-! 
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Arongh B MEATS ona ay Le: 
.  Eccording to what theſis of men havebjin 6g 
Therefore God-in ] pdzment* took;their bread a= 
way, and *tbat by. the-bands'o? their enemies , 
who thok_ all the goods of  Sodgm and Gomorrah, and 
all their. viftuals and went their way, -Gen. 14« 11s 
The haughty Daughters of Sion ſinned by pride 
in apparel , therefore did the Lord puniſh them. 
by taking away the bravery of their tink{ing ormas. 


tnents.* and the changeable ſuits of apparel . Iſa. 3« | 


18,. If men ſet their hearts inordinately upon. 
any Creature-comfort, ' belike the, will firſt or 
| laſt meet with much affliction therein-and there- 
'Þ. by . Either God will puniſh them by takeing 

away that which their hearts are in ordinately : 
ſet upon, or elſe He will cauſe that Idol to be- 

come aTcourze and plague. So when Parents: 
a ſinfulf indulge their children they commonly, 
meet with much affliftion in them «._. /azc did 
too mach indulge Eſau who afterwards. became. 
a grief of mind. to his father. _ Eli was a ſinfully” 
indulgent Father, - therefore the increaſe. of his 
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90 Goddees wonderfully Jus 


| them. - The Jews 
Ing Chriſt, and 


« Judgments 


came their Scourges , yea their Ruin * 


| ſhall ſuffer others to draw them into ſin, many 


not have to doe with the wicked Nations that 


ſhall become ſcourges in their ſides and thorns in 
zheir eyes, Joſh. 23. 13. The Jews' ſinned by 
Imitating the manners of the Aſſyrians and Ba» 
Þylomans : 


; Paramours on whom they had doted, the Lord rais 
ſed upagainſt them, and cauſed them todeal furi- 
ouſly , Ezck, 23.20, 22, 25. Jehoſhaphat ſin- 
ned by being too familiar with wicked Ahab. 
therefore divine providence ſo ordered matters 
as that he was by meanes of Ahab brought into 
great danger of looſing his life . The > Pabyled 
nians were an occaſion of fin to Hezekiah ,, and 
afterwards the Inſtruments of deſtroying his Fa- 
mily : He ſinned with them, and was puniſh 
ed ” them . | 


his J ndgments according to what the fins of men 
6 * heve* 


t the join upon crucify4 


| years after thoſe very 
— Surg which Fell Cauſed to ſin > bee 
| Or, 
if men ( eſpecially Profeſſors of Reli gion ) 
- 2imes they that have becn'the occaſion of their 
| inning, will occaſion them no ſmall ſufferings. 
[The Lord charged his People that they ſhould 


| they lived among , and told them, that if they 
— did ſuffer themſelvs to be inſnared by them, rhey. 


And thoſe did God make the Inſtrus 
ments of executing vengeance upon them; Thoſe 


' The Providence of God daes ſometimes ſuit. 


according to what the fins of men bavebin” 97 
have been, in reſpett of t hoſe Circumſtances of Place 


Þ ard 13me where and when the Judgment ſhall take. 


hold ON them d It may be Judgment {hail over= 


Þ take them in that very place where they nave 


ſinned. The prophet was bid fay to Ahab 1. 
King. 11. 19. Tn the place where the dogs licked 


| the bloud of Naboth, ſhall dogs lick thy bloud, even 
| thine . And ſo we know it came to paſs; and 


ay 
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when Jeb# ſaw it he remembred the word- 


of the Lord. We read allo that Joſiah 


took the bones of the Idolatrous Prieſts and 
burnt them upon the Altar and polluted it , 2. ! 
King. 33. 16. At ihe Aitar was the place where 
they had ſinned , and therefore at that place |: 
muſt their bodyes be ſo uſed, as a mark of the *! 
Lords incignetion for the fins which there they | 
had commited . - And as for that circumſtance 
of Time, the Povidence of God does ſometimes 
{0 order matters, as that Judgment ſhall come 
upon men at the very ſame "Time of the: Year 
when the ſin was committed which He puniſh= | 
eth them for . The Jews did by the Authority _ * 
of Rome, Crucify the Son of God at the Time of 
the Paſſover; And it was at the Time of the Paſſ- 
over that the Roman Army beſieged Jeruſalem, 
until the days of vengeance came upon.the Jew- 
1h Nation. Sometimes Judgment befals 2 man 
on the very ſame Day of the year on the which 
be committed that ſin, for the which-God hath 
« peculiar Controyerſie with him . Hiftorians 

"HS 
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| 7 72 God es wonderfully fair his udgmhents - 
| Note concerning Zompey, 'that he came to 2 miſh 
erable: End the ſame day of the -year-on which 
he had Trinmphed for-the miſeries & the Cap: 
tivities - of the People of God'. Many times 
when divine Judgment overtakes. men tor that 
fin. of Sabbath breaking, it lights upon:them on 
the Sabbath day : That which \was- their chief 
day of. Sinning ſhall be their day of Suffering : 
Jeruſalem was twice taken on the-Sabbath day 
The Proteftants in Bohemia were gyilty. of much 
ſin in reſpect of their profanations-of the Lords 
holy day , and it is. obſervable -that. Pragit 
( their chief City ) was taken by the Enemy og 
that.day'. | But thus we ſee-that the Providence 
of God doth wonderfully ſute his Judgments # to 
what the fins of men have b_---- 
- But what Reaſon.is there for this? - - -{ 
Bead... 7... fo ren. may be-convirced thy 
tnere,is a God, and that there 35 @ Providexce. Job 
1.9:.-2.9. 1 hat ye may... gow there is a Jud zment; 
P21. 9« £6+ God 75 known by the Juda ments wich - 
he executeth . It is a Wgnty cenvietion to the 
- world that there is a Gad, and that this God | 
Kketh notice of what 1s- done in the world, andſ 1 
that he is a Holy and: arighteous God, wheal 1 
He ſhall diſpenſe unto men. rewards according to 1 
what their works have been. -Hence af 
] 
- 


He does ſometimes let Sinners alone in thei 
ſins,..as to Temporal . Plagues +, that 1 


"men might know that there 1 iS another worlf - 


dd 


according to wht eh 'G ins of men s DR. 


world and- = Judgment” t5 'cofhe 85H -<888' | 
many times puniſh he&'kere , Bhat OF I 
ſee that there is-2 God andthat thee 3. provi} 
dence : So-that's man ſalt ſay <-nS r = a 
God that judgeth in the earth, Pfpt,- SA.-XT- 
Therefore David prayed- that Ged wakTbiing 
exemplary Puniſhmenton the witked=bhat {o- ir 
might. be. known that His hand df Provide ence'did | 
Wt. 1 hat. they may KO that this ts thy bank that "| 
thou Lord hajt cone tt . we wds. 27. "and 5% | 
13+ 

Reaſ. 2. That ſo titniey be botvns hap fe wriers- | 
are puniſhed for.  "Sonetimes-* ethers may | 
ſee what" theſe:and thoſe are puniſhed for « | 
'Tis true men are exceeding apt: toCenfitrethoſt 
that -are- affiifted , and'to:milinterpret m_ 
vidences of God, which'to ds is n great fin: Ne 
verthcleſs when the wickedneſs of any perſons 
has been” notorious, and- Judgment ſuitable to 
their ſins faileth upon them , all - about” them 


of may with wembling hearts conclude this Judg- 


ment cometh for that ſin. '2, Kind 9. 36 
Revel..16. 5, G- But. eſpecially Sinners | 
themſcives may know what God does putiiſh 
them for . The heart of. a finger” is privy 
to that which others know nothin” of: Hence 
his conſcience in his own breſt reads him'a tad 
LeQture', whea this or that evil ' befals him 
Ard ſometimes men. may - by- the- fadocinent 
Wh which cometh upon them, as certaihly - __ 
| what 


bs 57, 
# 
y 
, " 
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Gd dothwonderfully ſure his Tudgrients 


'Y 


what they are puniſhed for, as if they ſhou!d 


hear a voice from Heaven faying to them , /r 3s 


for ſuch a fin . Thus Adoni-bezek, here in my 


Text, his conſcience told him that he had been 
cruel to others, and that the Juſtice of God 'had 
now met with him for it. . So Joſeph's Brethren 


\. Genel. 42. 21, They ſaid oze to another, we are 


verily guilty concerning our Brother, wn that we ſaw 
the anguiſo of his ſoul when he beſought us and we 
would not hear , therefore 1s this evil come upon ns * 


| They thonghtwith themſelves, The Governor of 


deals harſhly with ys tho' wenever wrong- 
ed him: you arejuſtly ſeryed ( ſayes Conſcience ). 


for you dealt harfbly with your brother Joſeph who. 
| .never wronged you: And ſee what they ſay in 
 wer.. 28, when they ſaw, mony in their Sacks, 
 Molithes, -------- their heart failed them, and they, 
ere afraid, 


ſaying one to another, What 3s this 
that God hath-done unto us, See here ( ſayth Cons: 


' ſcience ) God has met with you: What does this: 


money bring to mind? do not you: remember 


that you ſold your brother for mony into Egypt? 


[4 


And now God will. be even with you for all - 


| 'Hence the Lord does ſometimes extort Confeſſi-, 
| ons out of the mouthes of finners ( as he did: 
| Here out of Adonibezek's ) that they openly ac-. 


knowledge they have Committed ſuch tins, and. 
that therefore the righteous God has ſo-puniſhed 
them . It 15 ſtoried Concerning the Emperour 


Sauritius , that he might for a ſmall ſumme of 
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meney havg redeemed the Children of 


according re whatthe ſmeef-men hav# bin, 25 | 
i, Arai, 4 - % .T% % 
many 


” 
, 
hy 


Chriſtian Captives , but his hard and covetous 
heart would not do it : Not long after, he him 


| ſelf was taken a priſener, and his Children were 


all flain before | his eyes z then did he call-to 
mind how he had refuſed todeliver the Children 


| of others, when it lay in his power to have. done 


it : and as his own Children were killing, he ut- 
tered theſe words 7 how art Tigbteows © 4-079, bee 
pauſe thou haſt judged thus, ©. | 
USE. By way of Information . oF 
Inform. . 1. Hence, God wiff in the Conrſe of his 
Providence proportion rewards of mercy according to 
what the works of men have been. AS he diſpenſs 
eth Judgments according to evil works, {0 mer- 
eies according to good works; only with this dif- 
ference that in the one there is merit but not in 
the other - When God puniſheth men they re-= 
ceive the due deſert of theix deeds, but when he 
beſtows bleſſings; that's meer mercy - God difs 
penſeth mercies { tho not for the deſert of yet } 
according to the works of men , {4ath. 5. 7, | 
Blefſed are the merciful for they ſhall obtaine mercy, © 


" | We have many inftances in the Scripture to this 


; eps . It is noted Concerning the Egyptian 
| Midwiv2s that becauſe they feared God more 
2 'than Pharaoh , and therefore wopld not murder. 


| 


2 


p 


the Children of the Hebrews when the-crue] 
King Commanded them; God dealt well with theme 
$4 made them houſes . Exod. 1, 21 - Itisby | 


eh "ul ny; v 5 Sulgments 
t 7 ig (the Family that is} 
Fr DS. 2>Phi- "Mitwves faved the lives'sf the 
Hebrews Children,” ard God Tparetthe lives of 
their chittren: © *Sowere they ſuitably rewarded, 
'GoE will never be1 behind band with men - | 
they doe any food work with'a ſincere heart, H 
will reward'it at the Jaſt.day:” Yeaand one od 


or other in this 5 world too, Mark.” 10: 30. If th 

good which they*doe come not npon- themlelvs 

In their own perſons ; it will come upon the! 

polterity :. That* Tome one or other Thall be as 
good ko theirs 25 Þ” they were to any - 

Infornr. *2 2: Hen, there is nothing gained by [> | 
MINI _ cd "The apoſtle fayth "phat fruit 
thats whaPpain ? what profit ? had ye 57 ehoſe 
this DRfeſ ye are mw aſhamed ? 4 Rom: 6. 2h 
Of2Fruth there is nothing gained by Sin, but 
Sorrow an& Shame'®! Men think to gain by 
$95 Tal firppoſethey ſhall have credit or ples 

rofit- thereby , elſe they would not 

By ach ins, bot they will find themſelvey | 
diſappointed .' Tt wilt not, quit coſt to commit}; 
the moſt pleaſant and.gainful fin in the world ;Þ; 
the' temporal -Judgments which tfvally foltow,ly 
upon 'it , have ke: of evil and Hitterneſs in f 
ther. - than there 1s Pleaſure 0" be enjoyed inp 

. the wayes of-ſin'. But then if we duly ConfisJ[ 
der--the' other Judgments which will cer rainly fl 
& 

d 

G 


—_ > - 7, god, tn}. al: od... 4s. od. iti nde at cl oent tt. .ocaQc} --AAttece Eero. 


follow without Repentance, we miſt Weeds o_ 


*. v vs. & = > 


according. £0 whartheſ Ineof mes haue "i LY 


yi] that . there- 15 Te More oh. 
FN ed by fin :* rlg-—o Judggents .* OW. rely 
| ther. God S all his. plagues. upon Jon rH of: 
a. SInner > Ry He 1s:hardened forevery.« or. 
elſe” there are ſtings and . waunds ,.in, . the 
Conſcience .. Sin_leayeth a. iting behin 
I the ſoul which nothing but the bloud ;of,C 
WF can ever get ont. And how dalorous , 
3 painfull ,. how intolerable is, that. wound ! ! "The be. 
ſpirit of a man,will ſuſtein his infinity, A Panthat, 
Sf has a great {ſpirit will bear up under any. obh 
2 | infirmity ; but a wounded Jirie, who. Ca, ek 
= Prov. 18. 14. When the arrows of the; Imigh 
= ty itick faſt i in the ſoul , who," can, .Enduxe,: 4t42, 
ſ well but eternal -judgment, follows upon nouns 
af repented of ;- The pleaſures,oflin/are NBER 
; tany , but the Sorrow and torment ton cou 
», 


| ftinneth” world without end..  TREFEſOEE her 
Bllcver men think now > they. wall cue G2L,ee Bin 
VN that — 1s gained by.lits- 4 inns wats 
yl Inform .. 3. Hence men that are under the. 

it Ping haid if God . ought ſerivuſly 2] conſider abt 
+I their f ns have bin. - Of tentimes: ( though lot ns 

{/ wag for God afflicts his ſervants ſometimes, 

n tor ſin but for 'Tryal ) the fin is £0 be read it EA or 

M Puniſhment, being writteiL thereon in Þ wy 

6 Legible Characters . Thergfore Men” = Af = |þ 
: | 


fiction ſhould ſfarch. for {in;Ji a man be 
& 1n his Name; he ſhould .cogfider:, HAYS. 
JUhonopred God's Namef . Zaje not; L; 
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48 God dorh wonder) ly fate his Tudgments = 
id or done ſomething which has refte&ted much 


I the Name of God ? And if fo, God may 
el toffer my name to be diſgraced . 'If he by 


afflifted in his outward eſtate , the ſhould Search | 


his heart und ways. and think fadly with him 


| Felf havenot I ſinned in reſpect of my eſtate? 
| Havenotl been too cloſe and penirious , and 


my witko!ding more than was. meet has tended 
unto poverty . Did 1 do good with my eſtate 


' whilſt1 enjoyed it? did 1 honour God with my 


Subſtance ? Have I not abuſed Riches unto much 


: _ Pride and vanity , and ſo provoked the Lord taf 
: Cake them from me? Ifhe be afflifted in reſpe&t 


' of tis Children, It Concerns him to think with 
himſelf, have I diſcharged the duty Ged requires 
of me with reſpe& to my Children ? have I 

une for them in fecret every day and night 

ce they were born? Have [I ſet an holy Exam« 

& before them , that they may ſee by me how 

ey ovght to walk, and to pleaſe God ? have 
my Citldren never ſeen me light and vain ? Have 
T not been finfully indulgent towards them ? Has 
not Chrift had leſs of my heart and Love becauſe 
they have had fo much of it ? So as to publick; 
Judgments, God has been blaſting the fruits of 
the ezrth from year to year, and have not peo- 
ple in this Land been very unfruitfoll under the 

Goſpel and the ordinances. of 1t? How. was 

New-England affifted by the late Indian war ? 

and has not there been much ſin int refpect of the! 
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{that God hath forgotten what 


if but they. will find 1t otherwiſe . - P/al. $0. -21- 
*þ* befe things haſt thou. done”, and 1 kept ſilence, that 


according to what the ſinsof menhavebin yg | 
Heathen ? Our Jndian trading bonſes have been | 
2a great ſcandal . Many of the Indians mftcad of 
being rangi Chriſtianity., have learned-rmuch 
wickedneſs of the Exgliſh . And therefore the 
juſt and Holy God hath moſt righteoully puniſh» 
ed us by them . We have alſo been afflifted- by 
Fires and fearful burnings which the Lord hath 
been provoked to ſend upon us ?- Alas! weneed 
not. ſearch here, for all the world knows that 
there have been ſinful fires kindled amionigft us , 
to the high diſhonour of God, and deep pre- 
judice of the Intereſt of the Goſpel -in this 
Place. 3. 2.Þ BOS » OY 
USE 2. Exhortation . O beware of Sin. _ 
Conſider 1; That God does ſometimes:tauſe- the. 
ſins of men to be Retaliated upon them a. long . t1me 
after they have been Committed . ' + * | 

No doubt but the cruel Adonibezzk; had: cat. 
off the Thumbs of ſeveral. of his-neighbours , 3 
long time before he was: ſerved ſo himſelf © If 
the providence of God doth not puniſh men pres» 
ſently for their ſins , they are ay to'Concluds 
ey have done$ 


- 
. 


jp thoughtefs that [ mas altogether fuch an one as thy 
oe! ſelf ; but 1 will reprove- thee-and ſet them in" oraer 
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before thee. Joſeph's brethern had a forrowful re+. 
quembrance of Wor They: 


> «God dots woidenfatty ſuit hrs = voi 
were Ganimitted «- It ſeemeth their conſcience} 
was aſleep forialong; time; but tnent years at-! 
ter-it,came:upon theuvlike:a roaring Lion ; and” 
they -cry-ent:, we . hve. been verily gutit in that 
vatter:, \ Nay , ſometimes: the providence of 
God does:Retaliare the firiswhich men have bin 
guile7 of / upon their-poſterity after them, Job. 
$i 6 *1-Qs Gel. 4dayeth up, "hw -iniquity for his Childs 
Ay oaes himwn# be ſhall know it. Thus 
it. bearded Concerning 24hdD, F will not bring the 
eur (th: ito ſay not all of it ) in his ane 
bit 52 cot (fons.deves fF will. bri: 'g the evil. upon. bis' 
bouſe . and then it came with a vengeance It 
_ 182 mengaradle paſlage which qur Engll/ Chro-. 
ricles TRENTIOA &O oncerting King Rich Jard the ſecond” 
 thatiwhenihe! was murdered in Pomfret Caſtle ,' 
after "the mortal -Blow: was given him by he 
wicked AfaMhates j He thus expreſſed himi>If ,! 
Ady Great Grara-father Ko Edvard the ſecond was 
in thys manner Depoſca, Impriſorea', and' mardered, 
by: Which.) meenes my Gran bbs 'K. Edward the: 
Third -ovtained the Crown's ard row is the puniſh=! 
ment of that irjury come ' 16 776 who am his Jon? 4 
and [ioeffertr'e 7 22332 1 
Conjd..2, F] eto tepritoy al cul mants = Lol I 
marry times retaliates: * Oar; 0703 # ervants the evils gs 
whicit het oaveidone: 2443 (04: CK 2imt 4 | 
GE ry aw <ab1to hipowne kpc e2 
f er Rrdemoturgegiolnt : ic fort be frudgedif[ 
aud Tk ere omger enamel = neaJars al: 
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according to whatthe ſmnrof men have bin B8x\\ © 
weto you again. Matth . 5. 2. And we ſee this. 
in David , he ſinned hainouſly by breaking the 
ſeventh commandment , and God puniſhed him, {| 
after a moſt dreadfull manner by leaying his 
Children to become guilty of the like fins , to 
| the infinite reproach of their Fathers Name and 
Family . Jacob ſinned in putting a Cheat upon 
his own Father , making him believe that Jacob 
was Eſau, & obſerve how the providence of God. 
met with him in the like manner ; for juſt ſo 
did his ack: deceive him , making him beleeve 
that Leah was Rachel. "Tho' it be moſt true 
that God pardons Sin to thoſe that truly repent: 
of it ; Nevertheleſs he aſeth & to order things 
by his providence , as that the mark of his diſ- 
leaſure ſhall appear - I have read of one that 
Jiought a Duel, and killed him that was his Ad= 
Frcriaric : Afterwards God by a ſtrange provi- 
gdence brought ' him to unfeigned Repentance z. 
Yjea, fo as that he became a pattern of Mortifi- - 
cation and Holineſs; but this man died of bleed= 
Jing, yea, bloud iſſued ont of all parts of his 
body. One notes upon it, that tho' God forgave 
us fin, yet he took vengeance ſo far as to leave 
{'Þ mark of his diſpieaſure on a blondy Dueller ./ 
«Thus the Lord dealeth with his own {ſ{ervants 
[Therefore good men ſhould walk in a wy fear. 
ff they provoke the Moſt High to viſtt ther 
Avith- temporal Jndgments. - Lee xs ſtand-in awe 
hd n0t: fot againſt GOD, — | = 
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Te looked for much,, and loit came to little , an 
_ .when you brought it home. 1 did blow upon it : why | 
 . 'ſayth the. Lord of hoſfts.z Becauſe of mine hou 
- MN F GE x: Bf F078 very Wn. ven 
own bouſe . 
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=\ He Scope of the Prophet in this Cha 
. » ter, is to reprove the Jews for a ſinful 
_'nil.. Neglett which they were guilty of 
and to exhort them unto Reformation with 
_ Qut;- delay - This Reproof and 'Exhortation 
was very fſ{eaſonable: A word upon the wheel y. 
well timed in more reſpetts than one . It wal 
ſo-inxeſpett of the publick ſtate of affairs in thi 
world ; There .being a-new Emperour latel 
come-to'the Throne , who was ready to encolle * 


zage them in.that work which. had. en long 1 
FY 1.18 X _ d 
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to We Li yudematts of God. 1. - $3 


| thatin'the ſecond. year of Darivr th&word of 
1 the Lord came by Haggai the Prophet ver. 1+ 
f Some Hiſtorians and Chronologers {uppoſe this . 
'] Darixs to be the fon of Efther and that he might 
from thence be the 'more reſpeftive unto the 
Jevrs , for that his mother was a Jeweſs : And 
no doubt but that he knew that God had pun- 
iſhed ſome of his predeceſlors, becauſe they had 
interrupted the building of the Temple , which 
might make him the more careful not to offend 
in that kind.” This word was alſo ſeaſonable in 
reſpeC&t of the time of the. year when -it was 
preached, viz in the ixth moneth, when the peo- 
ple ſhould have gathered-in- their Harveſt ; but. - 
God had blaſted the friits of the earth £o that: 
there was little to be gathered : Inſtead of the 
| joy of harveſt , they had great Sorrew-to ſee *| 
| themſelves ſo fadly diſappointed: 'The Prophet 
ſ is thefore ſent to ftrike whilſt the Iron is-hot. . 
rf A blow will make impreſſion cn the hardeſt Irom 
\J if it be ſmitten whilſt the Iron is hot . Thuy © 
od the Prophet ſtriking the iron heerts of the Jews | 
14 with the Harnmer of the word of God : juſt as _ 
al. they had been put into a furnace of divine Jadg- | 
bl. ment, it made a deep impreſſion on them.” - | 
Wl. In the words before us , there are two things 


. The Judgment which theſ? People Were xs | 
Jus unto, Viz. Scarcity of food ;, there were | 
WTUINgs ard fone -7 Oe of a Famine: | 

: Secondly 


_—— 


LS - Sint-of Omiſſen expoſe men | 
| » 2. Theihin which was the procuring'caufe 6f 
4 that Judgment , -viz.- {4 heir negligence 1m Temples; 
| WO ks, It was a judgment ſuited to the firwhich. 
they had been guilty of. They would not give 
God his due , and therefore He bb am notgive . 
them the autward bleflings they deſired. They 
negletted. to, take care that t%ere ſkould: be” 
mezr in the Lords houſe :: Therefore He would 
not fill their houſes . They y had difappainted 
Sed in his expeCtations concerning them, there- | 
fore He Chacions them in their expectations. | 
from him. Trey had puſted at ferving God, as 
It every. thing mers too much for him agghere- 
fore He did Blow Ypon them,” and blaſt al! their. I 
labours. -The words would afford unto us ma-' I 
ny uſefull datrine S , but that which 1 Chuſe to. I 
| inſiſt 0N-2L Pre ctent 2s , | 


DOCT. That: men av? ſnerimes expoſed ute” 

zhe * Ms 2 75 of — ror only for doing that which 
=” Fol, hues for their nec1:5 of Duty « or That, 

The Ho! 'y Goa does ry Zmes pos: men wor f ns- | 


Y Ori: 072. 


200: the Doctrinal handlin g of this Feuch > we 
ſhall only enguire mto two Things . - 
- 1. what duties are they, the Negleft whezeof 
does expoſes mew to-divine Judgment ? 7 - 
: 25 What Judgments they are expoſed: unto 
oh: bas Ac count on (thoſeNeglets «04 not 


ww 
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rode Jualgidzes of Gab. "2g? : 
Quert-- t. | What duties are. they 3 tht Negleth., | 
Wiereaf expoſe men to the Fdgments of God © 1 © 
. .Anfw> There Are ;moral aunts ; -and thay” - 
both 2sito the firſt ain ſecond Tabiewf: the 009 
rel-Lay . which men-canhot live.in the AD «anal, 
of, without highly. provoxing the: 
of. God. againſt themielves. There'© RED | 
Worſhip, vituch 15 commogl XL ated led 7 Zan - 
"| coral. Torſtip , becauſe if rien underitend-. an; 
| chingefithe nature of :6od, they cannot EU - 
| know; thay ſuch Religious W "ws _ dre "08, 
Him ., : Prayer 15.4 Part Ira 2 
216 fey That. nk that. Or: Pl uty "7 
prefer: expoſeRkemſelves tc the Wrath '6&f the \, 
eternal God . He will pour out. his Wrath up-" ; 
On ahem that have: not calied upon this Name ,5 
Pal. 768 6- The Sandiification of the Sabbatte: 
is alſo a part af Moral Worſtip . -Fhe moral 
| Law requires that ore day in ſeven {rould 137] Hn- 
1y pate <the--Lord: And if men neglect to gire” 
unto "God. a ſeverth part of their tirie ,: they bring © 


- | themſelves finder the Jaſk of the Law . Nor” 


baves-any fort of ſinners been more remarkably . 
expoſed unto divine-Judgmert, than thoſe who." 
have neglccied the due obſervetionof the Lords: 
Holy day 2 Jer. 17-: 27. 1f you will not keiriwn 
art ze to hoallow the Sabbath day , then I will | Ha 
le-a fire and jt ſbali not be query 7.00 Likewiſe 
there-are.moral duties rrhich men. owe ane unto 
another j: If the refaſe to do that -which is 
129595) G3 | F equal 


Kz Sans of Omiffim excpoſt mer 

' Equal and juſt . they incarraivine diſpleafure?, 
| Cr if they meglett works'of Mercy and Charity; 
| vehen Called thereunto,, the*righteous God'will 
' certainly judge them for bmiffions of duty: Fai.! 
| 25:3, 5 wer have judgment. without Mercy, thai 
| hath ſhewmed'zamercy.. Or "if the due execution. 
| of Tndgment-gpon Offenders be omirted;- The" 
| High:and-Holy God: is provoaked-apgainft. theſe 
| that have power to execute judgment; but d&1t- 
' not. "Ek's Family was iſubjef&t to Tumating- 
| ©udgments-far Negleds:of this nature<1 have 
. rold him ( fayth God ) I wilt judge his houfe forever? 
| becauſe his Sons made thewtfelves-wile ," angbie re= 
' ftraind them not, 1. Sam. 3. 34 «God took HWwayy 
the mercy of a Kingdom from Szv! , bechuld he? 
| did notexecute Judgment; upon Agape! &t hep! 
' Jofthis life for a finfal Omilibn of theLkefort. 
2. When men neglett divine L]tituntigns, they 


; God , but when they Liye in the Neglect 
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OO , ofthe judgments of God.” © 
neglect of divine Infliturions, When Circumciſion: 


| was an*ordinance, the negleRers of it_were in 


danger of being cut off for their ſin . Ger. 17. 
14- The like 1s to be ſaid Concerning the Paſl- . 
over , whilſt that Continued to be a divine:In- 
ſitution Numb. 9g. 13. He that forbearcth to keep 
the Paſſover, even the ſame ſoul ſhall be cut off From 
hts people, -becanſe he brought not the offering of the 


Lord in his appointed ſeaſon, that man ſhall vear his 


' . The meaning is, God will Judge and 
puniſh him for that fn of Omiſſioa . ln the 
dayes of the New Teſtament, 3apriſr and the 
Lords ſupper are divine Inſtitutions, and therefore 
* 'men; Content themſelves to live without 
them 3 DRY Core difpleaſure of God-,, e- 
pally if «they do fo not meerly out of Weak- 
neſs or Scruple of Conſcience but ( Eſau like J 
out -of Contempt and -Profaneneſs of Spirit - 
The negle& of an Qrdinante if fo circumſtanced 
4 a'damning 4m . | vil 
'- 3. When men omit the great duties required im 
the Goſpet they expoſe themſelves. to the heavy 
Jadgements 'of God. Yea, unto Judgements 
more Intolerable than thoſe that came upon-So-- 
\do2 nd Gomorrha, Matt.. 10.115. Repentance 
towards God is one of the great Duties Com- 
Faned 1. the Goſpel . Now God Cont#ands 
"Tr every where to Repent,, And therefore 'by Im- 
'penitency they bring deſtroying Judgments up- 
1 themialyes , Griſt faid tothe Jews, except 


hemiJelyes , as 
es: > & 4 ba 


Eſpecially when men havehad a long {pace and 
"muck .meanes afforded to them in: order to 
'bringing them unto Repentance Kev. 2. 21, 22. 
 * I gave her ſpace to regent. and ſhe repented not , Br. 
' _ bold T will caſt ber izto a bed and then: that commit 
© - aalltry with ber into great tribulation, except they 
repent of their deeds . Great Tribulation 3n this 
'world and greater mm that which is to come, 
may they expett who have had a time to repent] 
'1n,- and many loud calls from Heaven tkereuntc 
-but they neglect and difregard all. -.. . 


” 98 Sys of Omiſſionezpoſe mer & | 
"ye repent ye ſhall af likewiſe periſh ," Luk. 13.3. 


And thet men ſhould believe on the Lord Jef 
Jus Chriſt in order to ſalvation, 1s another great]: 
'Duty required in the Goſpel - This ( yea thy 
above all ) rs his Commandment , that ye Beleifh 

the Name of his Son Jeſus Chriſt. 1. Joh. 3."234 
[ * - Afi the truth is, a man cannat provoke God]. 
' More nor bring ou judgment upon bimſeli]- 
| ©" Than by Unbehef . When'ſmners will go on nJ- 
'-- Their Unbelief and Diſobedience to the Goſpel, 
"the Lordin his wrath ſwears againſt them, that 
' they ſhall never be ſaved. Hebr: 3. 18, 19. 


| To whom ſware he that they ſhould not enter into hi 
| -reſt bus to them that belicued not, ſo we ſee that the 
could not enter in becauſe of unbelief . 2 
4- When men are very negligent as toi 
"manner of perforaring duty they expoſe themſelveq 
unto the Righteous Judgments of:God . Youſ 

know it is Jaid in the third Commanement thall/- 
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- #0 the judgments of Gods =© - 
| God will not hold that man guiltle wits ſhe 
take his Name in vain: The meaning c 
_- which is, that God will furely., -apd 4evere- 
ly puniſh: the takers. of his Name -in vain 3 
Now they that-are negligent as to the manner of | 
perior:ning Duty take the Lords Name 1n-vain. | 
A man may doe that which as to the mwartrer of it | 
 1sDuty , and yet bring a Curſe upon himiz} | 
by his careleſs negleCts: as to the manner of Per. | 
-- formance . Curſed # he that doeth the work of | 
the Lord negligently. Jer. 48. 10. In David's © 
Time the Lords People ſought him-, but becauſe | 
.: they did it not after the due-graer , there was 4 fad | 
breach made upon them , a good; and eminent | 
.man was taken away.by a ſudden- and awful 
ſtroke of God, as a-fign--of His diſpleaſure , | 
.. 1. Chron. 15. 13. In Hezekiab's Time , the | 
- people came to the - paſlover, which. 'was their | 
duty .to do, but inaſmuch as they were nat | 
- cleanſed according to the purification.of the Santine- 
ary b, e, they were not fo Cleanſed as thoſe | 
+ that come into the Sanctuary - ought. to have |: 
| been,. they did not duly prepare:their-hearts , | 
for ſo ſolemn an approach unto God, and becauſe / 
they were ſinfully negligent as to the mapner of | 
Performing duty, ſoxe-. Sickneſs and--mortality | 
'( belike the Plague ) ſuddenly -broke in- upon | 
el - them ,. until good Hezckzab's prayers-prevailed | 
2» with God for healing mercy. 2, Chen. 30. 19, | 
8 '- 20. Thus the Cormviens 25.0 gory: they.were | 
al - a. ound ? 
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"Moon erpeſ? Her 
| {8>ſarved” that Ordinance ofthe Lord's. 
1 gk wh to them , 1+ Cor. 
4 © '#d. this 85 n0t 10 eat” the” Lords ſupper; you 
| come (ſayesPaul ) to the Lords Supper” after 
| ſh&laniunworthy manner ; That it 15'as if you 
| dil not ef there, {o that you looſe the benefit 
| of the Ordinance ; andin6t only fo, but you eat” 
| anddfin&Judgment to your ſelves and for this 
Very cauſe many of you are'weak and lickly, and 
many areidead too , by that mortal diſeaſe,” 
which diſpleaſed God has ſerit amongſt you ,a'| 
a puniſhment for- this Remiiſmeſs in duty» And 
this Way one ſpecial cauſe of thoſe Judgments! 
which'befel the Jews after-their deliverance out 
| of Captivity -in'Babylon © In the prophet 7Ma-" 
 dachiits* Time they woul& offer Sacrifice; but” 
| wWhat-Aimer of ſacrifice? they did offer the blind 
| for {i8fice, and the lameand the-ſick/afd'pol-" 
| Tixed®bread:-upon the-Eofils'Altar ,/ therefore” 
| -8i4'Bk ſehd'a" curſe upon them. - Tf dead ſervi-" 
F&--arE* brought before the /iving God, they are' 
 WÞrofpocation to the eyes ' of his Glory”: - He? 
| will notaccept of a Carcaſs of Religious duties, ' 
| avithout that life, power/zan@ Spirit which ſhould | 
6 USING C7 05 SUIYESE 0501 FTIV 7 1233 
|  Weceomethent tothe ferond Enquiry viz. © 
| ""Qiefe." 2. What Fulgnents men, are expoſed © 
| ar210 04 the deconnt of Neg lets of duty , or for ſims. 

of Oniifion 2 09- IE 200%” 2b. WS 
Anſiw, -1*  Vnto Temporal Fndgements : © 
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# the jualgments of God; SF - 

_ And when negledts of duty-are generd),) f6'us © * 
that the body of a  profeſiing- people- ſhhIFt 
found guilty thereot ; publick'-Judgnient 
wont to follow : Sometimes-bad harvelits; and 
that poverty- and” penury which is occahoned 
thereby, are an effe&t of the Lords C6iitro ers 
{7 for ſome general Neglefts of duty as the Ins 
ſtance in my Text and Context win 6 
manifeſt. And therefore and we ar | 
are the natural cauſes of 'this Calamity z ate 
ſent to awaken men out of their ſinful Neglects: 
e, 7. That. Judgment of Drought or want of | 


| p01 all the labour of the Damnds q "And ſometimes 


Rain'cometh as a ppniſhmest not only for- the 
ſins of Commiſſion , but of Omiſſion . In the 
tro next verſes to my Text the Lord by the 
prophet declares to his pzople ; that ſyth they 
had negleded the building of his Houſe, 7 here- 
fore the heaven over you 15 ſtayed from dew, ard the 
tarth is ftayed from her fruit . I celicd for ' 
arought pon the land, ard upon the morhtains 


424 pa the corn, and Upon the new T1, al 
on the ol , and upon that which-the ground brins 
ah forth, and upon men, ana-upon cettle ,- end 


God puniſheth the ſnfal negleAts of men by im-. 
moderate rains which may: be intimated by 
thar Scripture al. 2. 3..." Beoold 1 will Corx 
raps your ſeed. The great rains which ſometimes 
ll upon the carth, cauſe the feed to be corrupt- 
ed 3n the ground , whence a Dearch _— - þ 

| Yea, » | 
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 Sinv'vf Omiſſion'expoſe men 
Gyd- does vitt:his people with the fivord, 


WY 


[ with ' Epidemical - diſeaſes and other ſors 
Judgments becauſe of fins of Omiſſion þ. Moſes 


was ayfully. ſenſible -of this , that if the Chil 
drew.:of Iſrael ſhould omit facrificeings to the 
Lard their God , He - would fall por them ith 
Peftilence or with the Sword . Exod. 5. 3. And 
the. Prophet. Amos ſhews the reaſon why the 
Lord- hat ſmitten them with Blaſting and Mil- 


dew , and had ſlain their young men with the; 


Sword , was becauſe they returned not unto himy 


Arras. 4. Yea, thoſe Temporal Judgments 


which befal the Lords own ſervants , are moſf 
commonly for fins of Omiſſion : Not for theif) 
doing- that which has bin evil ; but for thei 
not - GOIBg 7 that which is g00d + Efpecially fog 
their being neglective. either in ſome part of i ins 


forming duty . Thws when Tazob .did from 
time to time delay his building an Altar for the 
Name of God ,.'diſtrefing aflictions came upot 
Ins Family on that account . And when /4o/ts, 
deferred the Circumciſion of his-Child longery 
than he ſhonld have done the Lord met him and; 
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& Spiritual Fudement are infiited p0n mer 


| . for their LVegletts of duty When the Lord 


docs Fail ih one fin. with anozher that's 2 {Þ 
ritug, 
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ftituted Worſhip, or elſe in the manner of pers 
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to the Judgments of God. og | 
ſpiritual Judgment .. And'hg, does: many times 


4 kave men unto.ſins of - Comlion as a ſpiritnahþ - 
| Judgment upon, them for their fins of Omiſſion-s - 


Pfal. 81. 11, 12. 44y People- would not nearken 
zo ny Voice , and Tſrael would none of me . - They 
were guilty of very ſinful Omulions & neglects of 
duty towards God, & what followed ? A dreads 
ful ſpiritual Judgment : For God thereforegave 
them up to their own hearts luſts , and lefe them.t9 


RP 4 + ff > * 


\Þ walk in their own Councils. Sin is it's own-worlſt 


puniſhment . God does never puniſh Sin-more 
terribly than when' he doth puniſh it with it 
ſelf. Yethe doth ſometimes for {ins of omiflion 
leave-men to the vileſt abominations in practice: 
The Apoſtle notes. Concerning the Gentyes:, 
that when they knew God , they glorified him nos 
as God neither were they ,thankful , -——--there« 
fore'-------- God gave them up to uncleauneſs,- andl 
wito vile affeitions . Rom, 1..21- 24 + Hence 
are the fearful Apoſtacies-of fome great-Pro- 
feſſors of Religion . Men. doe-not uſe-to. caſt 
off all Religion at once , but firſt they grow 
more remiſs -in duty. They begin to- :neg- 
lect ſecret Prayer , and then God, 15 provot- 
ed at them : And to be avenged on them , 
He leaveth them to commit iome enormo49 
and very. Scandalous Crime, whereby they 
ger a grieyous Wqund to themieves', and 
a- reproach thats ſb4l never be wiped / —_ v 


4 Sir of Oniſſin txpoſe: mer 
' -Nay,' when the Lgrds own ſervants are left to]. 
the Power of "Terfiptation , Commonly it is th 
pittiſh them? for ſome negletof duty . It may 
e-they are grown remiſs in Prayer ; and if ſo; 
they. may fear that ſome great temptation 
HedF-2t= hand ; It may be they will be left to 
eomitiit ſome great ſin, the ſmart whereof 
+ brigg& them vron their knees,. and make them 
i pray#” Earneft. Or it may be they are become veb| 
' gyremiſcas to their ſpiritual Watch: The reaſon] 
_ ' of thoſe horrendous Ship-mrecks which eminent 
Saifts have ſometimes been ſubjet unto , hi 
been becauſe they have not ſto0d- upon their 
Watth as they ought to have done. Gond man 
if. they" be not watchful may be overtaken with 
very ſcandalous and ſhameful fins, zs a puniſh 
ment-for their Negligence.* And other ſpiritn! 
Judements beſides thoſe mentioned are inflita} 
f5# fins of Omiſſion * When God takes away the 
Means*6f Grace it is a Spiritual Judgement. And 
This 66meth upon-men becauſe they have not bin 
thafikful' and fruitful according to the Lord! 
righteous expectations from them . He taketh| 
away” his Geſpel and Ordinances, and beftows 
tliem upon others thit will bring- forth bout 


friiit , Mar. 21% 45.” How often 15.it ſeen th 
when 2 People haveenjoyctan Eminent Minifs 
Iy 3 . but kave HoPUnty prized that mercy not 
profited *by. it”, Go ih Gudgment* taketh aws] 
- liar Miniſtry from them , and it may be they 

| | Nai 
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"OY tothe nudgerentriofi Oden  og-- 
> | Hall-never- vgain,enjoy: the like. to what: once | 
»l beg «: > Ho? ods 25 15 wed fg £12209 
& 3. There-are forte ſms of Omiſſion 'whith <exps 
| them that live therein. unto eternal Jullginents 
{| The Moabites were ſhut out of the Congregati- 
to] on of the Lord fofever on the account” of a fin 
b of Omtiffion Dewt . 23. 3, 4. So are the ſouls 
of men ſhut out of Heaven for ſuch ſins. Saul Toft 
e| the Kingdom for a ſinful Omiſſion, 1. Sam, 15. 
30. Many an Hypocrite ( as $4#l was Y will be « 
deprived of the Kingdom of Heaven,: becauſe he © 
has pleaſed himſelf in ſome ſinfu]} Neglect or 
other . © Chriſt Jeſus the Sor? of God wilt pro- 
nounce . Sentence of Eternal Death upon Mul- 
titudes'of men & women at the laſt & great day 
for their fins of Omiſſion , He will not fay toa 
Teprobate world , Becauſe you did impriſon my 
ſervants, and impoveriſh them, and ſtarve them: 
but becauſe you did zct viſit them , 'and did mot 
feed them ,- and did met cloathe them: therefore 
Deparst intq everlaſting fixe. ZAat. 25. 42. Thus 
it will be when men ſhall live in the neglect of 
Clearly commanded Duties , and that after Con- 
yiction - That the man goes with a conyicted 
Conſcience that he ought to pray with his Fami- 
ty, but” he will not do it, and that he oughtto 
Tay in fecret every day , but he will not. do it ; - 
then woe. to his foul forever. They that liven 
| Ute negect of thoſeduties-whuch are necellary and 
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x a Sins of Omiſſion apo men. ke 
'/ effcntial to the: Life of Religion , if they Perſiſt, 
{ therein all their dayes they ſhall die forever * 
And fo ſhall-they that neg /ef} the great duties of 
the Goſpel, Faith Repentance :and new obedi« | 
ence... , How ſhall they eſcape eternal Wrath | 
Who neglect ſo great ſalvation Hh. 3. "4 We 1 
pirepel to make fome improvement of the Dothy | 
FI26. , © PS Fu to 
USE. I. By way of inftruQion .. .- .- mY þ 
' "Inftr. 1. , Hence men under aftiion, if they would 
' know the reaſon of their aſfliticns ; they ſponld exas, ||; 
mine themſelves concerning Qmiſſions of duty, whea || 
ther they be not in thoſe reſpeCfts found guilty. 
befcre the Lord - Eccleſ. 7. 14. Ir the day of | 
adverſity conſider What ſhould a* man then. 
conſider ? Let him conſider ; what have I done. [; 
that God has forbidden ? And let him-conlider;J. 
too , wat have I not done? Havel not negleCt= |, 
| ſomething which God has commanded ? Mem. 
| vnder degp afflictions are ready to think with. 
' themſelves, what evil have I committed that. j 
ſhould provoke the Lord to deal thus bitterly] 
with me? They cannot charge themſelves |. 
with any groſs or Scandalous ſin ; and thence: | 
wonder at their aft!i&tions , being at a loſs con=: 
cerning the cauſe thereaf , Whenas if they did;]. 
c9ontider their negletfts of duty, both as to mat} 
tr and matiner , they would wonder that. theFi|q 
are ng more afflicted , . Has the. Lord afflicted]; 
you by. ad bereavements in your Familes? 
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£0 0 the be Jo 7 27611 af God: 


| ſome of you have negleCted Family dutyes; you 


have not prayed for and with your Children as q 


'.onght to--have-done-. - Or you have neg<- - 

lefted to build Gods houſe; and therefore he © | 
does, break and pull down your houſes - If yow | 
ſuffer the Lords houſe ro ly wafte ,, He-may well 
| Threaten to make your Houſes , your Fainilies. 


| deſolate - 


- Inform: IT. Henes there is juſt cauſe for us ty 


«| c opciude.that the judgements of God upon this Land 


have come as Puniſhments for ſims of _y”_— as well. 
&: for other evils. : 
New England has bin beading WY Very aw-" 
full. Judgments . At the firſt God did. lightly 
Aflct the Land , but. afterward mnore -greiv= 
Jouly ... And behold his Anger is not turned. 
away but his hand is ſtretched out.ſtilt- This 


qrery oy! God has diminiſhed our ordinary food 


in ſome places ofthe Countrey He has called for 


| z Drought upoa the mountaines and upon the | 
$ |Corn; The Heaven is ſtayed from Dew , and | 


wh Earth is ſtayed from her Fruit . ſn other 
es Immoderate Raines have fallen , and the 


_ has carried all away before-it.; me Jocks 
le much, and lo it came to little... tt has all 


F:]this- been + ?. O there have ene eat-Omulions 3 
does Ca Generall-Neeleths of I 
6 O&cUSr > Lab me F ixe-ia-bhe & 


x8 $9: of onal bo "A 
Quers . 1. re nol Let ag matters 'of th 
"_ omitted 7 2 


The Lord Jeſirs Chrif Ack mention of this | 
particulars, which he cells the weighty mettet 
Sf the Law , and 6otiptains that great profeitin 
and pretenders to. Region phy omitted th | 
8a} "Hae: JUPG MENT, MERCT, and FAITH] * 
"Aat . 3; 22, Judgment , h, e. the due ES] * 


cation of Juſtice is 2 weighty matter of the lay] - 
Bit is not. this ohitred in 2 fad degree? © Then 
are many good and wholfome Laws eftaBliſhe 
for the ſuppreſſion of fin, bur they are ndt v 
Executed; 1inners are not puntſhed as the TO 
26 Þs ; afid 25 ofice they Were itt New-Evpl 
fo then-Jadehent is omitted : And 'thats-th] 
Reaſon Hs fn and# daring rep 91 / 
Head, ang 1s become exceeding bold * 4 
Us - Time was when in- New-Enslahd ; 
Uvrſt' fiot "06625 now they dare . "Tithe 
when 1 mM Al's —_ they -durft not contr 
whole ni drinking and ark | 
?, an 19G Pe ending. their precious - Time tot} \ 
which they myſt give © 12d 2cconnt tothe 58l] - 
SEGSE at theJaft day. Time was when in tht] © 
mendurſt: NOt b>*2en | in Taverys aft] ' 
th | _— bh cometh it 8 - 


Fro Mao 


.-M the gudpinigeref God -9S | 


ow - few are- 


] Siary but they. « fd Pg heart to pikgy-them-. 


abound in Adtyof Chas. | 


| chr 60d marey id macho3:they ought.qnd ſhould 


] 
F 
} 
| 
1 
1 
h; 
4 
hl 
; 
a 


goe ? Yea and mercy-to the ſouls; of men is 
ed . Men fee their neighbqut> live ut 
Fn and know that if they continue a while longs 
#r in their, preſent Condition , their immortat 
{ouls-will be loſt in the pit from whence there is ' 
a0: Redemption , and yet. they do tiot do their, | 
"Endeavour. to prevent it before. it: be too'late;-' | 
And Faith js another weighty matter of the | 
Law , that is Fidelity in; keeping ones: word..-' | 
But hiow negligent are men in periarming therr 
promiſes New- England does hear ill abroad | 
18 the world becauſe there are ſo many amongſt . ' 
.us'( for 'whoſe ſakes. the whole- Land ſuffers ) 
ghat will Promiſe but not make dye conſcience | 
46 performe their Ingagements . they. are Chil- 
fren in whom there is no Faith - And without: 
doubt: they that deal falſly in their Covenants 


Avith men, are. not faithfull in the Covenant x 


which they have made with God. 


Quere. IL. Has mt the worfhip of God been | 
_nch neglefted by multitudes th N ps El and? 
Publick attendance upon the worihip of God 


| js omitted by many: iome that ſeldbame hear 4 


| peg ont the Zords day mich lefs>0n Leafture 


+ The. bread of oaks falling round 


| . Os S;ns-of Onifſia expoſe Men 
_ atconntigg it light bread 3**God has made thh | 
\- river of Life to ryn before theiridoors ; but the | | 
| awillnoto much as ſtep out of doors £64drint | ! 
- of it, -If:you- thus deſpifeſſpirituaF food; Gol | ! 
may well 'deptive you" sf riatural food ; and yob | 1 
*-may-wonder: if He'do not-at laſt-take away the | 
bread--and' water by Mwhith-6ur-ſouls ſhould be || 
refrefhed'. And are nt Tome divize Inftiturions] ! 
J neglected by themoſt of ten amongſt v3 at this ; 
day ?- Church Fellowſhip ,- and that Ordinance}! 
' of the Lords ſupper are divine Inftitutions , but] 
-how-many are there-that have lived in the neg- 
Jett of them all their:dayes?  Temple-wark is 0s: 
"mitted +. The deffgn of our” Fathers in thei! 
"coming into this: Wilderneſs ,- was to carry lt 
''Femple-work ; that they might build a ſank! 


{ 
l 
n 
| þ 
ary for the Name of God and of Jefus Chriſt q 
- theſe ntmoſt parts of the'earth . And: formerſy \ 
"almoft all hands. were. at work to build God'ati}) 
: Honfe:: How did o!d'and young ſet to if ?: - TR N 
- generality-:of | People 'in'moſt of the Towns mM. i 
{ew- England were Church. memwers ; but-hoW li 
much otherwiſe is it now ! There are many $ 
: that if. they ' car bue ger: Papriſone for aheit: Obils \6 
dren, (-tho they\never-had- any right amto'itm |! 
| * the light of God ) theyrlebk no furthers Al B 
- - ſinful aGumieration «did! your Fathers-Xhus neft- [1 
| "Je@thehoute of God PNozthey had morepraty [i 
>andayers'of another Apiric. SuckiOmiſſiovasm]? 
Choking eee dee bs 4 þ 


| g5i6D "— work: 


| 80-the judgments of God. rworÞ | 
þ | worſcand more (inful than in-any other-perfons. | 
y | i the world ... Your-having obtained Baptiſme., 
& | for your fſelves.-or your. Children. aggravates. 
& | your ſin , and does heighten the Lords diſplea-. 
| re againſt.you ; For by vertue of that Ordi-. | 
| nance both you and your Children ( as they ſhall, 

be capable ) are under obligations to. obſerve aff | 
| things whatſoever Chriſt hath commanded , Mat .. 
138.13; 20. I know ( and bleſſed be God for- 
it ) that in ſome- places Lemple-wmorkis going for-. ; 
ward.,. but.it is generally NegleZted. by the Ri-., } 
ing generation. They, mind the world and va-+ . 
| wties of it; they. run every man to his own houſe, 
but-in the .mean time -the houſe of rhe Lord lieth- 


4 


nefte.,. therefore marvel not if when you looked: 
for much. it has come to little . Have not you; 
{done little towards building an houſe. for God .- 
y | When . the Lords people were awakned by the. 
6 {Miniſtry of the Prophets to ſet upon Temple*® 
york in good earneſt ;, God ſoon and. . 
& | Judgments which for neglects of that Kind they, 
o[ tad been. expoſed unto: as wee may ſee in Zech: 
y $. 10. But before thoſe dayes h. e. before the 3 
{; \dyes; wherein they did ſet upon building the |: 
" | [emple, the hire for man. and beaſt became nothing. 
k [Both Man and Beaſt were put to labour, but all 
þ- [12 vain. becauſe of the curſe of God upon their 
z labours . neither was there any peace to him that 
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dead. 


ver RF... 


nt out. or to him that came in becauſe of. the affitc- 
tov -=» The boly God permitted their eyil neigh- 
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7 Sins of Oriiffith twpoſt nth 
os rH; to work then muth miſcheif';” He Tot! 
O00 


ethe Ammonites and- Samaritans who made 
great complaints to the Emperor againſt them: 
and that cauſed them no ſmall tronble ; and af 
this that they might be awakend unto Temples 
work. Well then, Obſerve whats {ſaid ver. tt, 
But now ( ſince you have ſet your hands to Gods 
work ; and are reſolv'd to reform negltefts of 
Duty , )1 wil be unto tht reſidue of this people av 
in former dayes ſaith the” Lord of hoſts ; For thi 
ſeen! [ball be proſperous, the vint ſhall give her fruit, 
and the ground ſhall give her increaſe, and the hea 
Vers ſhatl give their cdew', The meaning is, the 
Husband man ſhould peaceably follow his calk | 
ifg, nor ſhould flonds'or ftorms, or any hurtful | 
thing arinoy the fruits'of the Earth , as it hal] 
been whilſt they did only mind there own] ' 
Pulcy , and let the Houſe of the Lord hy. 

waſte. IF 
3. Are there not neglefts of duty in all Socj« 


» 
A 


efjes ? 
Look info Churches, Diſcipline is not upheld] - 
wich that power, and with that Love and Faith-] - 
tulnefs as.ought to be . - Scandalous fins are too 
often paſſed over without bearing a dne Tefti- | 
| mony againſt them. And there are fome Evils 
| rhat are indulged, which once would not . have 
| Lin born + But Sin has #ot ſach an head , and 
ſuch a-multitude of Patrons, that they that would] | 
be glad to baye ſome Eyils reforined ,” eat! toe| * 
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-40-che julgwinr! of God,” 


a nothing elſe but mourn inſecret/placesfor —_ ay | 


Verily the negleft of diſcipline Ga the Chutet 
of 4/is was the original procuring cauſe of thoſe 
Judgments which. at laſt proved their Ruin « 
And if we look into Families , is not duty neg- 
letd there ? doe not-ſome live without Family 
Prayer? - The word of the Lord has told them 
that God will poxr ot kis fury upon the. Far:ilies 
that call not on his Name : but they are reſolved 
to venture that. And how many families are 
there that have not the Zoly Scriptures read 
amonglt them every day ? it is commonly re- 
ted that there are lome Churckh-members z 
ho'( except it be ypon the Sabbath day ) let 
their Bibles-lye by them' ail the week long. © 


| horrid fhaine! Doe ſuch men /e: the word of 


Chriſt dwell richly among them, when Their Fami- 
lies hear no more of it? And hows Family in- 
ſtruftion* neglefied? It is to be feared that , 


there dragnany children and {eryants, the blood 


of whoſe foals will be required at the hands of 


their paents of Maſters, who baveſaffered them 
to perith for lack of knowledge . 


USE IH Exhortation. 
o beware of frmfal Omniſfc 035 , 


Conſf1 der . {hat Sins of omiſſion are © engers 
ous Evils.. "There are ( as was partly intimated ' 
before ) Jome fins of Omiſſion, that living there- 


';n is inconſiſtent with Salvation . - The flothfut 


H 4. ſervang 


areas nn ne 7? 


ſervant beeauſehe neglected us dnty,was caſt into 
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outer & etenraldarkneſs; So. it will be: when men | 
out of wicked Noth, or for any carnall reaſqn, 
ſhall refuſe tro doe thoſe things , which their 
own Conſciences tell them. Gcd requireth of 
them . He-that knew his maſters will and did 
It not , was: beaten and that with many ſtripes; 
And when men live under the light of the Gofe 


pel, and yet ſhall not Comply with all the great 


duties commanded therein , they cannot be 1a- 
ved . Therefore John Baptiſt ſaid Every tree 
which bringeth forth not good fruit, i hewen down 
and caſt into the fire dat . 3. 10. . Tremble at 
this you that have been unfruitfull trees all 
your dayes. It is not ſaid he that bringeth 
forth evil fruit; the man that bringeth forth 
Fruits of profaneſs, drunkeneſs, ſwearing, lying, 
anrighteouſneſs ſhall be- caſt into the fire; thats 
paſt all doubt : but he that does not bring forth 
good fruit ; he that does not bring fqgth- fruits: 


| "of Faith, and Repentance , and Holineſs in life 
| ; and Converſation: What tho the man be a tl- 


vil moral man , if he does not bring forth the | 


| {fruits of Regeneration , when Death ſhall come 
| | with a black Axe and -hew him down , his ſoul | 
| * ſhall be caſt into the fire that never ſhall be 
| | quenched . | | | 


Conſider 2. How comfortavle it will be #02 4 
Death-bed if a man can then truly ſay , that he has 


* mot been aegligent, but faithful to his rruft+* When 


Hezthiab 


No hl , 
£ 


| I” bod 


I have glorified God on the earth , and accor- | 
ding to my capacity endeavored to- do good un- | 
'to-men: Happy that man that ever he was born, | 
that can in kincerity ſpeak thus when he come 


: the words of the Lord Jeſus Job. 12. 35 
Tet @ little while is the light with you , walk. 


07 you, It is buta little while that the-light of | 
Life continueth . Doe ;what .thou haſt-to-.doe 
with all thy might , for. there 1s no. work in 
the Grave..-whither thou art gdaing.. .. Shortly 
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.and if -thou - haft wholly -neglected thy. ſeaſon , 
thy ſoul will be caſt into the dungeon. where 
there: is blackneſs of darkneſs forever . © = 


to-the judaments-of ;Eod.. #33 | 
Hezekiah thought he lay-: a-dying , the remems 
br ance of this-was comfortable unto him; Lord; 
I have done that which was good in thy ſight. And © 
what rejoycing had the holy Apoſtle in his own 
ſoul as he perceived the time of Ins Departure 
was at hand, inaſmuch as he could ay 1 have 
fought a good fight, Ihave finiſhed. my courſe; Ihave 
kept the Faith . If a man can then ſay, I have 
improved my time well, I have been willing | 
t0 take hold of opportunities to be doing good, / 


to die. | 
Conſider 3, Our time to be doing good- #5 but 
ſort, Every mans opportunities to ierve God 
and to promoye his own falvation, or the good | 
of others;,-will ſpon be gone . Remember | 


whilſt you have the light leſt darkycſs come "up- 


thy body will | be thrown into the dark Grave, 
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| Hying aifay ; O then-upand be 
| | nef6come upon thee . | 
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| . rieglefts of duty 
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 Sime bf Oiniffion expoſk _.—_ 
| TitCs' Chariot is moving CGriftly ; thy life is 


By wayof Dire&tion 
' Be humbled for ſins of Omiſſion . 


| | humbled for, he will not become guilty of them , 


fo much as formerly - - © then be humbled for 
: The beſt of us have cauſe ts 
be 10. Remember the times paſt: remember the 
finful dayes of Unregeneracy : when+you lived 
without Chriſt, and without God in the world, 
didſt not thou live many years, and nothing 
done for God all that time, bat ſuffer dit his ſpi- 
Tituall Temple to lie waſte ? O how'canſt thou 


remember this , and thy ſou] not be humbled | 
within thee | - Yea the beſt of us all has cauſe 
| £0be humbled in reſpett of Omiſſions of duty”, 
. .and that Too in our beſt times. 
| teſt, we come very much ſhort of what we ought | 


Take vs at the 


to b= and doe. An Eminent- man of God, and 


as great a builder of the Lords Temple as any | 


in the world in his time , was wont to make 
that prayer , The Lord forgive my ſins of Omif- 


fron . 


of duty uſually proceed,” &, g. Take 


doing leſt Darks | 


Thoſe 
'- fins which a man has'truly repented of, and bin 


2." Beware of thoſe Evils from whence Negteths : 
Take heed of 


| 


| 
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2 ather , with the holy Angels - 
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ro rhe Paenturs f Bod. bay 
Worldlyzeſs . Tnordinate love tothe worth was 


| a great reafon why the Jews negleted Templee 


work . And why do men amongſt us negleft 
prayer and reading the "Scriptures in their Fa- 
miles, and in their Clofers , yea, and many 

ublick opportunities for ſoul advantages too; 
but becauſe of their worldly Incumbrances ? 
Again Carnal Fears, ands finful Baſhfulneſs have | 


| 2 great influence into mens neglects of duty . 


why don't they make a profeſſion 'of Religion ? 
they are afraid they ſhall be accounted Hypo- 


rites , or that ſome of theifotd vaiti compatii- 


ons will deride them. Why don't they pray. in 
their Families? They are aſhamed ! And why 
do they not publickly own the wayes of Chriſt ? 
They are aſham'd to do that too . But O that 
fuch perſons would think upon the wordsof - 


| Chriſt , Mar. 8. 38. Whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed | 


of me and of my words , in this adultrous and ſin= | 
fil Generation ;, of him alſo ſhall the Son of may | 
be aſhamed , when he cometh in the Glory of bis | 


3. Labour after Regeu?rating Grace . 


The tres muſt be goodor elfe the fruit avill not 


|| begood. Onefimus before his Regeneration was | 
unprofitable, but after he was Converted, Paul | 


fayth of him to Philemon, Now he - profie- 
lt Eh dts 


'hos Sins of Omiſfion expoſe men 
| Profitable-t0-thee and me, O then Cry . unto 
; God for. a new-/heart. JF -4 'veal work of Grace 
2 be wrought in-thy ſoul, thou Canſt-mt in= || 


 --" 2 2:idnige thy ſelf in the Commiſſion - 
Y 4447 in of any known ſim, nov-yer. © 
1 »: the Ommiſſion _ +, 
$ of any knows 
. Duty, 
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e. The Lord s: 9 RAY whilſt living i in : this a 

1] have many«Oppertunities: and Advantagesto 

 glorifie God which the Saints in Yeavea Rave 
Aſt. fan 


Preached pres} 24, 16 "Xa 
-Ifai, 38. 18; »9 


SJ | F or the grave cannot praiſe thee, Sd Cannot enki 
brate thees they that go down Into the pit Tannte 
hope for thy truth . | 

The living, the living, he ſhall praiſe thee, as 
1 do this day: the father to the chilaves a _y 
_ thy ermth . 


kf Heſe wards were uttered by Hozrkiah | 
x] = . that excellent Prince of J#4ah, Concer- 
V+ ning whom the Holy Ghoſt giveth this 
Teſtimony , that among all the King s of Judah, 
after him was none likg him , nor wy MOUIE: bt- 


4 fore him 7: *L 
- The deginning of this Cha ater giveth us/ in 
2ccount of a ſore fit of ſickneſs whereby” the life 


'of this Holy man was endangered. Inver mit | 
:is ſaid Ze rboſr:days was Hezekiah.ſic gan = 1 
-b. exhe: was viſited with a diſeaſe in its 

;fore-/miortat: What [that :diſeate-was; 
 particaldtly mentioned ;" only we: may” gatier 

Ow Tome. circumſtances-of the Relabion 


Bi gy 
"77 


; donde Þut that (the: prophet 
F mn Jern/zere and ithrongh routiall the | 


g30. Caints ongarth have opportunities to” 


it was that which i is commonly called the Plag A 
&r Peftiltiice .- "We Hnd-thathe was very'de 
hoag if- God. 


ye at this time, 1s not expreſſed-. 
fitte it was not any fears he had upon his ſpirit, 
with reſpe@ to his own ſpiritual and eternal ef- 
tate . For his {pirit and conſcience within him 
did bear witneſs for him , ſo as that when he 
Jay-upor his lick bed, he could comfortably 7.4 
pes) to.God concerning his fincerit APs as WE 
he did ver. 3. after. this. 


But at this time ( 


' $icianeis God pave him children.) Hezekjab had. 
'- no ian to ſucceed him on the Throne ; ſo that 


; hzd' God taken him away, in all likelyhood his 


death would have occaſioned great trouble and | 


iviion. econgit 'the Lords people concerning 


; -_ ſucceſſor; the thought whereof could not but 
___ 7 irk{otneand grievous:to the holy: 


E wa 4; to die at this time . He therefote 


ſo good! 2 man-as. #czekiah was 2: 1H 
might. be the reaſon of his wy) 
fat: as the v1oleftice: of the diſedfe would per- 


nk 3 hetake hindſelfo t6:God by taraver; far 
the , Ben 1d 


farther prolongation af his hi 


{ſaidb..and all. the 


and of 444%: that dial heard of inafickneds 
-ww@re; cacneſt witlithe: Lord forhis 


 [Betcovery « 
-—_—— — : 


ye "wenn Taq 


id ſee: meet ) to. live a while 
@7-. The reaſon of .his. being io. narriling | 
To be | 


A 


 glorifyGod,whichrheyinhoave hate for. ae. 


| miraculouſly ) to anſiver prayer; fo thet within 
| 2 few days'#fxckzab had his health and/ſirength 
le | again. He'was-not willing thac:fo fignatamer- 
3 | & ſhould -be* forgotten"... - And therefore'upok 
be | tus recovery 5; he drew up a-written memorial 
it; | of the Lords dealings\ with-him , as we ſee in 
wer. 9. The writing of Hezehiah Fe ing of Juzabs, 

when he had been? jc and was recovered of fits ſith- 
3eſs . This" writing ftands upor everlaſting 
Record in the book of God. And the words 
-now read are ſome part of it. Wheyett Beh- 4 

-kiah declares two things - 
| r. That the Grave and Death cannot paiſe Gal 
0x hope for his Truth . © 

* By Te grave and death, we are to underſtand 
Fich as are it'the grave ; and that are nnderthe 
Ru - death: Men that ay _ and buvied ; 
wherefore Jt. 1s explaine that o— 

they that eo to Bo the pit , 3. e. Into the P1 
-of the Grave > And this is ſpoken not efly of 
.the wicked, whoſe fouls go down into the pitief 
£tctnal daykneſs when their bodies po down-ingo 
the pit of grave ,but of the faithful ſeryants df 
God, whe have walked before him in TFruch and 
vitha perfect. heat , as Hezck;ab had dene : 

ok e when they are in the grave cannot Cele-: 
26 the Wattie of God with their bot1& 4 Toy - 
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ard, even praiſe the Lord - 


| -. Andwhen he ſpeaketh of the living he Joubles | 
8 theword'to make.it the more Emphatical , {be | 


ivings, the.lichng .\ .T HET ſhall praiſe the Lords: 


- 


2dvantapes to ſ{et forth the Praiſes, and to mag» 
nifie the Name of the Lord. Yea and thoſe that | 
-ate daubly alive will-do.it . They whoſe fouls 
as well as bodies are living ; that have a life of 


grace as -well as a life of nature , theſe ſhall and | 


will improve their opportunities to glorific God 
.aml to. make known his Truth , | 
The Doftrine which the words afford unto 
ſo3 Is; 's:) z-that HS 


Is, they ought to do it , and they | 
-may. do ſo; they 'have-great opportunities'and | 


*:DOCT. The Lords ſervants whilſt tioing i in this 
rt have many opportunities and. advantages | 
ms God ,, which Peta: in Heaven have not . * | 
943 £6 ; 

} > "wwe ſhall was 1 8 premiſe two Propoſi tions Go 
ithettearing and right under{anding of this doce 


a 


k fine" 2, Enquire what opportunities to glork || 
b.- the God; his ſervants have whilſt hving, which 


| FSairtts'i in Heavent have not. 

 % '« Propo por . T. Szinrs, in Hekven glorife God. 
G [eh Teh kin rdgalfe fo yofob 
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They praiſe him and that-after a'far better man« 


| ner than ever they did-in this world . And: 
theretore the words of Hezekzah in this text are: 
$ not to be underſtood abſolutely, as if holy men. 
| when they. die and goe to a better world ; did 


ceaſe to praiſe the Lord - For in heaven Saints 
and Angels do 4joyn together in Tryumphans 


ſongs and everlaſting Hallelajahs, throughout- 
| tae never-ending days of eternity. Every Crea= 
| ture. which 3s in Heaven is ſaying bleſſing and hon= 


{#7 , and glory, and power be unto him that ſittetls 
Þ #po7: the throue and nnto. the Lamb foreucr \,. Rev,' 
15. 13. The Saints in Glory hear of things (tho 
not of all things ( that are done upon the earth 

| which they do rejoyce and praiſe God for, Kev. 
"1 18. 20. Kejoyce over her thou heaven and ye holy 
| <poſtHes ard prophets . When Roe ſhall be made- 
{122 utter deſolation , the holy Apoſtles and Pro- 


Phets , and other Saints in Heaven will hear of 


Jt and bleſs God for it. , Yea, and when-ſinners 
Jon earth are converted , the Inhabitants of the 


third Heaven know it, and praiſe the Lord . 


There is joy.in heave over one ſummer that repenteth 5 2 


I 35-7. 


| elonfGod,which theyin heaven have not 113), 
: | departed out of this world. in reſpe& of their. 
fouls they live unto God . 
| holding his face in glory ſerye him., . and that 
*ontinually - They ſerve him day - and night 
in his Temple . :*Rev. 7. 15. and 225:33 4»: 


They that are be-. 
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#5*at an end; 

"There is no work in the Srire Ecclef. 9. 10; 
The gave can do no'work for God ; death can 
not. celebrate. him . "They that have wrought 
moſt, for G6d, ſhall doe no- more for him in this 
world after death . The Lord Jeſns Chriſt ſaid 
not many hovrs before his death 7 have glorified 
© Godon y earth, [ have finiſned the work which thou 
4 gaveſt me to the, Joh <17. 4. Lam apt to think, the 
next unto Chriſt ,, the Apaſtl e Paul did more 
 . for God than ev & any orher man did - One 
 Jaith of him #e was in his 0717 thoughts the leaſt 
Szint on earth, he # in my rhoughts the higheſt 
Saint in heaven - But ſince he has been in his 
grave he has done nothing as to-thoſe ſervices 
for God,” which he 'was wont to attend whilſt in 


this world. When the time” of his departure, 


came, his courſe was finiſhed ,, 2. Tim. 4+. 4 
Not that the Saints in glory are idle , or no 
wayes employed , but they are not improved 


In {ach Tervices as whilſt i in this world they were | 


called to attend'. In heaven, Miniſters: ſhall 
Prezch no more, ſtudy no more, write no more. 
People ſhall hear Jermons and attend private 
meetings for Religious exerciſes © no more + 
-+=te dead which dic inthe Lord --= reſt From thels 
Inboars, and their Works follow them, Rev. \14. 13: 

The work which faints 11 Heaven are doing is.not 
tbour properly, they ling no diikcalty in :t.. be. 
: cart 


Propel. FE. When a man dieth bis working tin if 
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relations ceaſe 1n Heaven . 


glorifie Gall whichthey-irihtanen baverot: trg 
earth is:the place where they muſt doe: their 
work ; : Heaven 4s the place whers.they ſhall 
receive their reward, therefore it is {aid weir 
works follow them 1, e.. the reward of their works 
This conſideration made one of the 24ry7s 
ſomewhat loath to die $ For (aid he }) Iam now 
going to. a place where T ſhall alwais be recetving 
from God , but ſhall do no work. for bjon any 
amore... | 
We now praceed to Enquire : i 
What adventages to glorifie God have his ſervants 
whilſt Ioing in this world , whith Saints: in Heae 
wen have not? | , 2, 
.. Anſ. The Lords ſervants whilſt in this worid ſuſe 
tain ſeveral Relztions, by meanes whereof they ore 
eapacitateg to ſerve and glorifie God ; all Thith 
If 'a man. fhali 
fill up the Duties of place and Relation {uſ= 
tained by him ,- God will be glorified . Now 
this 1s propef to Saints on earth : Efpecialiy 
they that ſtand in a Paternal relation unto 


.others, bave upoa that account peculias advan- 


tages to promote the praiſe and glory of Gods 
This is. intimated - in the Text , 1 he. father ro 
the. children jnatl make known thy truth . There 
are ſeyeral ſorts -of Fathers mentioned ia the 
Scripture, all whict have great advantages t9 
.glorifie God by endeavouring the good of their 
Children . There are Political & arbers.;. Rut 
is in the Common Ha ars Id tied . 
64D 2 


f 


- F. 
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| 1s Saintron earth have opporturitientd + | 
! It was faid of E1;4kim that he ſhould be a Fathen 
to the Inhabitantsof Jeruſalem . ſat. 22. 216] 
Such Fathers: are: advantaged to- doe much for | 
!” God. They may ſuppreſs and reform thoſe | 
things'whereby God is diſhonoured : Such a Fas | - 
| ther did Hezekiah approve. himſelf to be four« | 
/ teen year before this {ickneſs came upon him, . 
' and fifteen year after that : He was the greateſt 
| Reformer in the world : He ſet himſelf with all 
\ His might to oppoſe the reigning ſins of the 
Times'. And they that are political Fathers 
have great advantages-to honour God , by . the 
Countenancing of his publick Worſhip ,. and by 
Encourageing the lincefe profeſſors. of the 
;Truth. Thus alſo. Hezekiah did, 2. Chorr, 31; 
': 2; 20, 21- Now he was ſenſible that after he 
:;-- Jhonld be in his grave, he could thus ſerve and 
Honour God no more amongſt his people in this 
world . There are alſo Spritual Fathers : The 
' "Miniſters of God are called Father? in the Scrip» 
. - ture; Eſpecially ſuch as have been by, their la- 
/' Hours in the Goſpel inſtrumental in the Regene- 
ration of immortal ſouls. Hence the Apoſtle ſaid] 
'2.' Core 4. 15... you have not mary fathers for in| 
.Chrift Jeſus Thave begotten you through the Goſpel, | 
: And there are no. men'in the world that have] 
greater opportunities to glorifie God than they] .. 
have, becauſe their whole work is that wherein | , 
-one way or other the eternal ſalvation of the] * 
Immortal fouls of men is concerned. ..Jf- bot] - 
wr & & ONEF - 
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 glorifie Cod whichobeyin heaven hue ls Try | 
one ſoul-is converted:God has much glory there= : 
by, Jam. '5:. 10. He that converteth a ſmner from | 
the evil of his way , ſhall: ſave a foul from death , | 
and ſhall hide a multitude of ſins, - How tquch glo- |} 
Ty then comes to the Name of God when many. | 
ſinners are converted ? So when ſoils of Con- ? 
yerted ones are further built up in knowledge 
and in holineſs ,. God hath much glory there- 
by . It is noted - Concerning that eminent 
Miniſter of God Jehoiads, That the people 5 
buried him after a moſt honourable manner, be- "| 
cauſe be had done good both towards Ged and to= | 
wards his houſe, 2. Chron. 24. 16 . They | 
that. have been eminently. inſtrumental' in the *' 
Converſion or Edification of the ſouls of the ' 
Lords People , have done good jn Iſrael. both t9+ | 
wards God aud towards bis houſe , They have © 
done good towards God by being inſtrumentalyin } 
building up his houſe, to the praiſe and glory.of 1 
his Name forever . There are allo Domeſricat | 
# aroyete Miles of Families may glorifie God by | 
making their Families to become Religious... 
Abrakam did homour God not only by his Faith : 
but by his Faithfulneſs in taking care:thathis | 
Houſhould after him might keep. the way of the 


| Lord. :Efpecially parents have a peculiar .ad+ | 


vantage put into *their hands to promere_the | 


| $iory of God, by bringing up their Childrentot - j 


him: God accepts that as 8 great ſervice fachls | 
reward it. As Pharaoh's |} 


Name-& wall.certaioly oi's | 
as ap daughter, | 


I 3 


— 
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xiF Pains ox earch heve dpporthnitics to 
daughter faid to the mother. of Moſes: Nufſe 
this child for 'me and 1 wilt give thee thy wages, 
Exod, 2. g.* $6 does the Lord ſay to every Fas 
ther and-Mother, bring up thy children for me, 
bring them up in the: nurture and Admonition 
of the Lord; &1 will give theethy wages. And iti 
deed, God vſeth to make the faithful Endeavoury 
of Parents effeftual & ſuccesful to his own praiſe. 
There is many a” Child that if he maſt tell how 
he cams to be converted, he muſt fay my Father 
ander God was the cauſe of it . So that Saints 
on earth may cauſe Religion to be propagated z 
That. hen they are praiſing God is Heavey, 
their: children ſhall: be glorifymg of his Nate 


here below.: Whenas the Saints:in Heaven can | 


: doe nothing of all this , fince all carthly Relati- 


ons ceale there's There is no Magiſtricy , no] | 


| Miniſtry , , 20 patticutar- Families | in 2 Heaven, a5 
It 1544 this world - | 
2- Ze ſervants of G9d whileſt- ia this world 


may endeaunry the. eniargnient of the XK ingdom of Ja 
ſas Chriſt. 


It tends tmych'to the honour” of God, when the bo 


"Kingdom: of his fon Jeſus Chriſt 1s incteaſed p 
Now this the living, the living , thay be "inftri- 
ments] it? , 7and that in manifold refpetts which 
Þ ſha! not enlarge upon © There is 4h internal 
#vifble'\Kingdont- of Chrift in' the hearts and 
Souls of -rmen : that which isalle& the + king dom 
of g's; 'whea not fin byt gtacePieyaletn tHe 


-2278h _ 


| ; 
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may, be belpful in the- enlargement of this King- 


Chriſtian is dead , he ſhall grow in grace no> | 


D— 


teſts: are, then over', . When in a*regencrate | 
man there is a Conflift between prace ant , 


of. MrÞÞfloacfcit it as. - 4. cw. ©. 4. © wat oo. ac. Lid 


.ed: For then a ſoul is brought our of Satan's-in- | 
. to Chriſt's Kingdom. ,. Col 1. 13.. The Devit 4 


_ God: 1s honoured by thoſe blefſed-Corgqueſts . | 


gainſt Sin-his worſt enemy. Alſo when 2 ſinner | 


'finner is Converted: Yea and when Beleevers | 
.are further edified ,- and builc up in their moſt } 
- holy:Faith, Chriſts-Kingdom 1s:increaſed.. Now. | 
they are not dead. but iiving Saints , hot Saints * 
in Heaven but SARLSOLERCS DIBDAARE: advan- | 


glorify.God,whicheheyinheaven have ngt- - [219 | 
heart, the Lord Chrit: reigns there, The King= ; 
dome of .Gad;45 inrightconſnejs, «nd peace, and joy | 
of the Holy Ghoſt, Rom. 14. 17. Living Saints # 


dom , by endeavouring. to obtain+'more Grace #| 
in their-own ſouls ...''When Chriſtians: grow, im # 
grace, the kingdom of Chriſt is increaſed there- ?! 
'by; and:God is glorified. © More Grace an || 
ny man has, the more -careful wil he be to || 
Pleaſe God and to live to his glary .But after a- ! 


more : he is-then come to his perfeftion . The ! 


Jpirits of juſt men in glory are made perfect Heb.” ; 
12. 23. Al] their ſpiritual Conflicts and Con- / 


corruptfon, and grace: gets the .upper. hand; 


But there is nothing of this in Heaven : The + 
Saints there cannot honour Gcd by. fighting a« | 


1s converted, the Kingdom of Chriſt is iricreaf< * 
looſeth'a ſubject and Chriſt gains one, when'a | 


L 4 ages * 


advantages to promote the convert on and edt. 
AKecation, of fouls . Again; there is the - external | 


_ viſible: Kingdom. of -Chrift 3 this, living a 

- may be inſtrumental inthe: enlargement of, viz,” 
dy 2 profeſſed ſubjeftion tothe Goſpel and the| 
order of it';\:by owning the Churches bs of Chrift] 


themſelves ,. and epdeavouring that others may 


do fo. too. It tends much to -the honour. of | 


God, when Beleevers do viſibly and publickly 


before al} the world, own the wayes of Chriſt , 
-Butthus to dois peculiar to the Saint is on earth 


and not:m Heaven « 


ruth . 


They _ make known the great Truths of the 


:Goſpel :tÞ thoſe that have not been fav vingly A 


<quamted therewith - | In-that reſpect Saints. on 


.carth-are 'zdvantaged above thoſe 'in Heaven. 
-And witheutidoubr the Angels in Heaven would 


count. 1t: a {great happineſs, - they. might be 


Improved. in ſuch fervices . : How happy then 


are the-L;ving , the living! Thos may declare 


God's Faithfolneſs in fulfilling his-,promiſes:, 


ki 


whereby is Name has. Glory . Thus Hezekzah, 


-the tvs ſpall. mele known | 7 2.78 trach  Gbd: had 
promiſes! to recover him from ſickned5 ;* and he 
"made: g£acd : that promie : -L vis: truth: would 
 ddeae@zrh as long as:e 1inied: be making known k 
-that ſo:Gods Name might bave glory :--More- 
over 7 TNOLINS may. PSS: againtt </gr; wad. 
as A 3 - 20 oof ai 


3» Living Saints may become witneſſes to his l. 
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|: When oncea:man is dead: he ſhall never ſpeak 


— gohob 


errors in Judgment , and. ſo vindi- 


Phariſees and of the. Sadduces proving by clear 


greatly.err, dar. 12. 275. And the great A» 
poſtle wrate epiſtles ( Eſpecially thoſe to the Ks- 
mans and: to the Galatians) in Confutation of 
the prevailing errors of thoſe Times - Living 
Saints alſo, may bear witneſs againſt evils in 
'Praftice : they may reprove- the ſins of men z 
and thereby prevent many a ſin from being 
Commited.,, whereby the Name of God would 
have been” diſhonoured--* Now Saints in Hea- 
ven can do none of theſe things : It they fiould 
have a deſire to return into this world, that {ſo 
they might declare the truths.of God, -and en- 
deavour thereby to prevent the Danination:of 
immortal ſfonls ,- they cannot return: _hith- 
er - Abraham ſaid to Dives there # 4 great 
gulf fixed, fo that they which" would: paſs: from 

ence to you cannot , Luk, 16.26. When once 


\ 2 mansfoul is out of his body he ſhoots:the'Gulf 


He is fixed down in an eternal eſtate - ad; place 


| from whence he cannot: paſs. And the:grave 


1s called the place of | ſilence, Pſal- _ 115 14+ 


a word for God in this world any more: 


Z Y 
- ce » 
o 


« | that Jn Sa; Es to: the-truth:. They : 
| may retate | 
cate - the | traths-of . God: to the honour of his 
1] Name . Chriſt did confute' the errors of the 


and unaniwerable Arguments that they did , i 


. 
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a X Lines Saints __ gays God by anexemplayl 
© onverſation ; . f JA 
Examples are of mighty force to: Ca cit 5 
good or. .evil according as the example is .* Ah x 
ping ex2mple-1s that whereby others are drawh f 
\. into'@tove and liking'of the wayeszat-God, Tay , 
© ſpeak honoarably of his Name, 4a. 5. 16 ;. 
when children carry -itias they ſhould fo ,. mep ©] 
Commezd:rheir father; ſay they-that Child: tas} , 
2a good Fataer , who has inftructed. him well] | 
So when'the Children of God are of ari hola. 
exemplary Converſation, it maketh .others t9 
, have kipgh thoughts of the . Name of God. This 
convinceth the is that -the Lord is "an H 
God. If godly men who are made partakers 
_ the divine Nature, are {o righteous 1n their 
-WAyes, 1141h be {o hateful to them, 3t-mult needs 
-be concluded that Ged is an Holy God, and that 
'he doth hate {in with'an infinite hated :; Yea, 
the holy example of thoſe that live godiy.in 
Chriſt Jeſus, is ſometimes ſanCtified, : ſo as to.be 
the meanes of Converſion to them that behold it, 
"Hence the Apoſtle ſpeaketh 23S in 1. Pet; 3. t, 
2. Likewiſe" youu wines be in ſubjettion. to'your onn 
busbands ; that: if any obey gr the wora they alſo 
-THAY:: without the weil] oe mon by the. converſation of 
-rbe whwes , while they bobold your chaſt converſation 
- coupted with fear.” The holy converdation of the 
wite may: win the -htsband . 1o as that. he alfy 
ihe on: Religions - And the Exemplary 
CONTELIALIOR 
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| glorify Godwhichtheyinheavenhaventt yay 
PI Converfation of the husband may gain the wife: 
JAnd-the- example of one godly child ina Family 
may be a means of faving good unto others: Bf. 1! 
* pecially the good example of thoſe that are the | 
A Heads of families has oftentimes an happy influ= ? 
3] ence upon 'all the Family - Now they-that,are 
2 in Heaven cannot come from thence, to ſhew by 1 
| their example, how men in this world enght to 4 
walk and to pleaſe God . | - -. = 
' $. {he Lords ſervants whilſt in this world, have | 
epporturities to excreiſe ſome Graces of hs Holy | || 
Spirit , which carmot-be ſaid of them that" are fm 
Heaven . e.g.» Some Adts of Faith, whereby 1 
they give glory to God',: Rom. 4 20, But af 
ter death the faith of a Beleever is never put to 
it more :* he meets with no Temptations to ex- 
erciſe his faith in Heaven: Indecd the Saints 
there, beleeve the reſurreCtion of their- bodyes:-, 
and that they ſhall be forever in their happy ef- 
tate , they canfiot ' doubt of it , 1o- that their 
Faith -14 not exerciſed as in this world .* 'Here 
they live by Faith; but there they live by StEht&. 
Yea, and many Acts of Charity, only they that 
are living in this world*are in a capacity of ex- 
erciling : Such as praying with thoſe ''th 
tieed prdyer, relievinz-them-that are in "difffeſs 
&c. whenas there are none in Heaven has fiagd 
'Prayer erany relief . And that Grace of Goaly |} 
"forro#, only Saints living on earth are capable --! 
"thereof, They only mourn for fin, and _ 
te 
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224 Saints on earth-have opporttmities-to' 


remenbrance of thee. There is no penitcntial rg 
| membrance of God in the grave. Nor any 
Jorrow ( which is alfo a- godly: ſorrow:) for -the 
Afﬀtitions of the Church on earth . + It is repors 
ted concerning the great \Vazionzern that he wag 
unwilling to die; becauſe after his being in Heas 


” 


ven he ſhould mourn no more for the affiitions 


of the Lords peovle in this world. - Again ,4 h 


-Chriftian may glorifie God by the-exercifing 0 
that grace of Patzence , which doubileſs is the 
reaſon of that ſtrange exprejſhon & exhortation 
of the Apoſtle ,, J-m. 1., 2. Connt it all joy when 
you fall into diverſe temptations , When tempta 
tions, yea diverſe ſorts of temptations overtake 
you, nay when you fa# into them ,' when you 
are ſuddenly ſurpriſed with them ; count it joy, 
and ail joy: why ? becauſe then you have a mighs 


ty opportunity to exerciſe grace, and eſpecially] 
the grace of Patience - Now among the Saints| 
in Heayen that grace is not exerciſed , inaſniich] * 


as there is no affiiction- there . 


6.. The Lards ſervants whilft in this world may 
ſuffer for his Name , . | $ 
Now -25-1t 15 a great honour to be a ſufferer 


ina good cauſe; ( Fil. 1. 29, unto you it #5 givel 


er: 110t: "7 zo veleeve but to ſujjer. Every Chriſt- 
lan nwlt. not be ſo honoured ,, as to. be calls 
&d forth to be a Champion for Chriſt , to op 
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after Chriſt , Pſal. 6. 5. In the grave. there is | 
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#lorifie God, which theyin heaven have not Tax © 


g|ſaffer , and it may” be' to die for his bleſſed. 


Name and Truth: )ſo they who do ſuffer becauſe 
they have witnelled a good Confeſſion, do!great- 


ly honour the Name of God . Samſon , at and 


by his death, did more ſeryice for, and brought 


| Dore glory to God., than by all his Life be- 
| fore - So a Chriſtian: by ſuffering may bring 
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| Pore glory tothe Name of God in one day, then - | 


he hath done in all his life before, tho it may be 
he hath been many years very attive for Ged.. | 


| It was ſaid of Perer that by his death he.ſhould gle- 


nl 716 God , Job. 21. 19. Now he died a = ; 90 | 
| Eccleſiaſtical Story informs us that he was Cru= {| 
| cified to death . But the Saints in Heaven are . 


not capable of thus gloritying the Name of God. 
In the Heavenly, Jeruſalem there ſhall be ng 


. | more death, neither forrow nor any pain. 


SERMON 11, Preached Septzmb. - 16834. 
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USE I. By way of Information . 


1. Hence the Lords ſervants ought not inordinat= 


ty to dejire death . For then they defire that 
which will put an end to all their opportunities 
of Doing or Suffering for the blefled Name of 


God. It is true ,. that they who have an 
intereſt in Chriſt ſhould be willing to dye . 


HS 2a | 


' 126 "Saintroncanth bave opportunities th 
' Simeon when he had-Chrift in-his arms ſaid; mp 
Lord let thy ſervant depart in peace , Luk, 2. 2ga]p 
Jo:they that have embraced Chriſt with the arms} uy 
of Faith ſhould be willing to depart vhis Lifez]1 
but their willingneſs muſt be with an : holy; 
 Tubmiſſion to -the will of God . A willingnels|B 
to dye, and an inordinate deſire after death are|.tl 
. not the ſame : .'The former is a duty, incaſe; theſ = 
fatter 1s always {inful . And yet the Lords own 
ſervants are ſometimes ſubje& unto this evit] h 
Eſpecially when they meet with great afflictiong] g: 
and ſorrows in the would , they have paſſionataſ w 
ly deſired death* Whenas if the Lord had gran] ls 
ted their delires at that time it would not have] 
been ſo well for them ,- nor would they have had|n 
fo much glory 1n heaven as now they haves|w 
Afofes when he found the burden of that greatÞt! 
Congregation too neavy for him, he could have] { 
beea glad to be out of the world , that fo Ie 6 
might Þe rid of iis heavy burden : See how hen 
expreſies himſelf Numb, 11. 145 15. 1 am mth a1 
#012 70 bear all this people alone, becauſe it is to heael g 
vy for me. And if. thou deal thus with we, kill men 
I pray trace 0: of hand, ---- and Jet ame not ſee my[ 
wreecnedneſs, Orie well obſerves that if Moles] b 
had then diced according to his owne defire, ke] y 
would have loit the advantage of above thirty 
years f{ervice for God and his people ; and comJ?l 
ſequently his glory in Heaven would not have|4j 
ben near 10 greatas now it is. And the = b 
EET phe 


elorify God whichtheyinbeaven havenor. 129+ *þ 
| prophet E/:7a% when he was tyred out prith the- | 
2} periecutions which in the world- he, was ſubygct 
$1 unto , bs requeſted for: himſelf that he might aye ; 
3] and [aid it is enough, now O Lord take away my- 
p life, for 1 am not better then myfathers 1, Kin. 19.4. 
1By this we ſee the truth of the word of Fames 
| that Elijah was a man ſubjett to tne like paſſions as 
&f we are 0. And holy Job tho a pattern of patience 
| yet did tao impatiently long for death, © (ſaid: 
4] he) chat I might have my requeji) & that God would. 
Wl erant me the thing that 1 long for ! Ewen that it 
al would pleaſe God to deftroy me ;, 3 that ke mould let 
ll] looſe bis hand and cut me off. Caapt. 6. ver. 8, 9. 
$1 Had Job's requeſt been granted , he had Ioit 
d[ many great opportunities of ſervice fas God, 
[which afterwards be was bleiizd with . And 
tt therefore whatever our affliftions may be, ws 
e] ſhould take heed cf Inordinacy in deſttes to be 
Ef out of the world. we don't know but that God. 
ef may remove thefe affiiftions, and give us canie. 
F]and opportunities yet to praiſe him. Ven 
il our work is done, when wee can doe anc. it:ir 
no more for God and for jetus Chriſt , then j-: 
us long for death : And in the mean time let-us 
$|be willing to live as long as God yould a2ve 
lus : | | i 
JI Inſtra&t. 1H. Hence men anpht to uſe meants fr 
the Continaance, and lengthening: oxt of their 077 
' | 1 EE. - IX : 
2 Becauſe as Jong as they have life they have aC= 
2:6 E vantages 


> 
oh 


'_ that Figs have a natural virtue in them to ripen 


" 128 Sainrfon carblueopportwiiries to  __ + 
" advantaggsto be” doing fomething or other fors | 
| Go. We onght tv ſeek after opportunities; 
| " to glorifie God', and therefore to reſpect the; 
' Preſervation of- our lives, without - which we: 
/ could not have thoſe —_— XY Natural:| 

meanes ought to be uſed:for the preſervation-ofi 
life and health . When Hezekiah was {lick he! 
uſed naturall means in order to his own recove-s! 
ry ; and that by the'direftion of  theyprophet- 
Iſaiah, who faid , Let them take a Jump of figs 54 
and lay it for a plaiſier upon the boil , ana-he To \ 
recover , Iſa. 38.21. Now it is a known, thing: 


and difiolve ſwellings that are accompanied 


with any malignity. By this then God inftrutts: | 


men that they thoald not neglet the meanes:, 
conducing towards their own healths ; If they 
do, they will be found guilty of breaking the' 
 fixth Commandment. Alſomnoral as viell as n4s* 
tural. 'meanes ought to be uſed for that .end + 


. To inſtance in three particulars here... 


iT Men ſhould be carefa] to walk in the fear: 
of God For the Scripture faith that: tends unto! 
lite . Prov. 19; 23. And ſpiritual wiſdome 
: whickconſiſts 16 the true fear of -God,' caufeth 
' _ddys tobe multiplied Prov, 9-10. 41. The feat 
of: the Lord prolorgeth dayes, Prov; 10 274 
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glovifie God, whichtheyin heeven have nit - 96 "F 
As meri by their-fins do-oftentimes either Wile, | 
killing diſeaſes upon -themfſelves , or provoke 


; | the-Lordirfome other way to cat off their lives., | 
| before they, have hved out: halfe their dayes-= 


Pſal. 35-23." By being overmuch wicked -- they. 
de before their. time . Ecch.” 7. 17 .' Sowhena 
man has 2a"-principle of the fear of God in his. 


{f heart, he will have a great reſpett unto all Gods 


Commands., and thats a-ſure way for a man to' 


| have his:Aife- continued, ſo long as it ſhall be 
, = Yfor him to live: Prov. 2.* 1, 2 .*Ler thine 
tart 


keep -my Commandments, for length of days * 


| and long life , and peace ſhall they add to thee . 


2, Men ſhould pray for the continuance of their 


| own: lives, Jo far as ſhall be for the glory of God « 


Indeed they onght to pray for others; eſpecially: 


| for thoſe that have great opportunities and an 
| heart to improve them, that their lives may-be- 
-|lengthned out to the Lords praiſe and glory - 

| Sure then they ſhould pray for their ewh: lives - 
:| Thus did Hezefjab ; When he was deadly lick*, 

'| He rurned his face towards the wall , and prayed 
| unto the Lord , and ſaid, Remeiither now O Lord 1 
; | beſeech+thee,, haw 1 have walked before thee in" tvrnls- 


and with a perfect bears wad have done char whicle 
is good in thy ſin: &'c. © great 4 
ment in that petition : C rife 


| wad Hints '08 carthbeve vyporehentict ite” - al. 

' Hhlefpd Name: therobye l/ai. 33. 1-24 3. A 
after. the PrOPIGk et had.told him F God would add[* ki 
to his dayes fifteen. years » he did not dnly. pray! 
but believe.that it would be fo ver, 16-0 Lud] 
by theſe thing s{ by Faith 1 in the Foo mf men} 
trove, andin of cheſe things is the - of my ſpirit +, I 
fo wilt thou recover me;, and makg- me to liveq 
David alſo Prayed for the alert of high? h 
own life which was ofr. in danger- P Pſal. 42% 8 [ 
wy prayer is unto che:Gad of my life .* And fomed 
L1mes his.deſires far the leethening out of his 

' - own. lite; were- the prayer of Faith, P/al. 116, 

' - 17, x8. I ſhall. not die-but live, and declare wt. " 

workes of the Lord: the Lord bath chaſtned me ore], 

but, be\bath not given #8 over unto drath . Which, l 

probably be hifted at Þy. the Apoſtle in 

Yb 34> 34; where - he ſpeaketh of ſome that? 
by Fig: ; out -of meakzeſs were made ſtrong : Belil 

kas-reſpet antg Herc:;ah and David who hag 

berg RIES to ſore fieknefs; and thereby mad 

Very. ; weak, - but the, prayer -of \Eaith caul 

alth-and ſtrength to return to:them 20ainf 

nd. the. Penman, of:the: hundred: and Second P 

« (11s by. ſorme-ſuppofed 'that. the.prophet 
Daze! wrote it )-ptay for-the catitinuance of ; 

lofe2-v07: 13.24 Aoprekued my -forenguh in tel, 
| $ſaid O-my, God rake me not: ay: the:nuadj \þs 
MRY=GAyes-5, Hy YRArS Arc throughue aibgeneratia b 

ir a Syothe: Tape $2ve-Entimement t 

o-ogrifteroIgR le 

BT eff + 
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ll.  ptoriſh God whichihe is heaven Ka 7ot. 13x FI 


i *1)C wilt 'thou ſhorten ang deprive me of Wat? 
y little mornent ? os 


{\ 3 -24en ſhould ba thankful to God for life . 


* Pſalm." 42. 11. I bal yet praiſe him who'is the 
*; \ amr; my countexance and my God . His mean-. 
lng g is, that he. ſhould ſtill live; and if he did- 
! io bg rg PE ſure to praile the God of his 

! foul live and it 

"And if the living have ad- 

of :— the ainly they 

tktul far life - The 
Rep a Thee, as 1 - 

many 2a 

Fr FrirEAg nevertheeſs oh Rn be Rp Ftitt Jet Nia : 
praiſe the Lord . -It is faid Wherefore doth the Ui- 


Z oing. mai complain ——-- ? Lam; 3. 39, Ifyou. 


#6 in the Land of the living , you have no rea-. 
on to complain againſt God, but to praiſe him: 
Al" the'living have { : For Life is 1. it ſelf a 
»|leſſing; and is mentioned in the. Scripture 2s.” 
Hick fetal 91- 16. With long life will T Satife. . 
ala bim, and ſnew 'bim my ſalvation. Therefore 
4 praiſe i is due unto God for this mercy-, elpeat- 
A aly conGdering that we have fortcited. our lives 
.ten'thouſand” thouſand times . Unregenerates, 
"| hen* hive cauſe to be thankful to the Lord-for 
the” continuance of their lives , becauſe to bins” 
FE jayped to the, living there i boge, - It-is poſs 
Bis ther # they may' yet repent , and obtain an 


K 2 intereſk | 
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: 32 Saints or earth heucggportunitierta 


Intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt. tliat ſo their Gs nan 
be faved - Indeed when once life is — 
then there is no hope, as Hezckgah here ua, þ 
t-cy har go down into - the-pit cannot hope for thy 
Fr 7t! ; but ſince thou art yet.alive theres A h 
Ive f tor. thee; eſpecially if thou haſt an heart 
to. ſeek unto Ged for Grace,. And true: bes 
ievers ch Chriſt ( ſuch as Hezekiah was Y have 
c2ute- 0 bleſs God for life : and moſt Fa, 
the; be ſuch as have great opportunith «to. | 
and f1orifte God . | Oh: be- TONALY 
tor life. $4-5{-o prog c 


eininent danger « 
Have- praiſes from. them: Fee 30.3 Coo 
zthox baſt broftght up. my foul from the grave,  thow(|2 
a” kezt' wie atige that T ſhonld not £0 down im;|C 
the pit. Why aid the Lord. doe this? 7 o:the end 


what my glory may ſug praiſe. to thee. and uot be fi|! 
der ..O' Lord: my God TI will {Five thauks antq thee (i 


yang ver, 12 .. And this. is. the way. [40] Þ 
bave life preſerved . God delights to deſtow b 
his bleſhngs uport thankful SJrers . co 8 


'USE- IF; for Caution: » bl 
*Zet 5 rake heed that we. do not abufe. this tro jo 
of 
oO 


F.-- 


——— 


ſo as to enconrage our 'ſely ES It A inordinaze 1 
of: Life in this" world. oo 


Same indeed are  inordnately arfro as | Al 


N x 
* : # 


por God which rheys Sh heauen 6b j mot 7 5+ | 


vj |that's an” evil ( as has detn ſhewed; )-but the 

PF moſt of mert err on the other hand, by an extra- 

 Mordinary defire of life : © They are not willing; 

by [to dic when God would have them . Men de- 

ie fire life mord5narely 

rt -1- When the cheif motives upon which they ground 

«| their. deſires are not ſpiritual but carnal . 

ve] The do#rine which I am upon ſhews us what! 

if| we ſhould defire-life for '.. viz. that fo we may, 

e|do ſervice fgr*Ged 'and glorifie his Name ; and: 

þ | therefore if Gadihas no more uſe for. our lives; 

i& | we ſhonid deſire them nolonger: , Whenas' ment. 

T my defire to- continue in this world not! 

| for -Gods fake but for their own. 'The-comforts* 

bl of this life are ſweet to them ,. and thence they; 

wi|are in no wiſe willing to leave them'- . They” 

20;| can't endure to think of going from their eſtares,” 

i&|Relations, Chidren, &c. They would hve that” 

kao they-may add to their eſtates and grow rich 
win-the world , or that they may enjoy earthly; 

- pleafures . One of the Emperours.was loattt 

119 die: becauſe: then he ſhould ſee mreeyy 'dayes* 

a=nongſt his Conſorts no- more. 0 my ſoul (laid: 

[he ) net ſalitos dabis zocos thou ſhalt never Joke" 

nl ſtcbe terry more. And another when"he beheld 
mo pleaſant-& gelightful- Accomodations faid 
Her - nos invites mori faciiht theſe are the gs; 


Fbich make uS prong to _ 


Saints 02 arth- have nities- to. 


234 


if he does wot ſubmit. his. deſires to the. willof D | 


they are Tnordmates. . He may, 
ſhould deſire to live longer in the. work 
that ſo he may ſerve God, yet if God. {ay 


I will tave no more ſervice from thee., 1 uh | : 
made as much uſe of thee as I think meet to do} 
then it becomes, him to ſubmit. to the will of tlie] | 


brou t unto , 2. Sam. 18. 25,.26. If 1 ſodt|. 


find favonr in the eyes of the Lord, 'be wil bring. m 
4 ain and ſhew me both it and his Habitation;”. By 
he thus ſay , IT have no aclight in thee. , behald 


here am I, let him do to-me as ſeemeth good unt| 


him . IfC faith David ) God intends to ma 
any more uſe of me amonegft his people, he 
fave me out of my preſent danger; but if he Pa 
not meet.to favour me ſo farr; if he will lay mg 
aſide as a-broken veſſel wherein he will have -ng 
Pleaſure, I am willing to be at his dif] ofal, 


But when deſires of life ( let the ground of them] 


be whatever. may be ) are i»moderate, then they 


becomeſinfyl. It becomes a Te to lay as for 


my lite-I leave. it with God.; - I put it into & 
hands ,,.let.him do what he wo ith it; If « 
wy refer. that matter ;of the continuance of 


os 


y life. ta me, I would -refer. it to him- | ny 
3-4 me. then back this ule of Caution ag; Wy 
ofdinacy of deſires after} Life, - with two.or thre 


Conſrderations . 


Sonkder- 2: Titan 6k mA 


£lorify God, which they Denton bent. 5s 
9m £ ſamcrimes a front of fare 77 00 OT BER 
oO” a 'tis wiien theters 2 willingneſs to die for 
Il Chriſt's fake. As it was with the holty-Apoſtle 
ay AE, 21. 13. 1 am ready not to be bound o11y, be 
MI '4fo ro ciecat Feruſalen for the Name of the Lord 
Þ) 5eſns . Or if a man b# Willing to-Uic th3t Io he 
k, may be with Chriſt as the ſame Apoſtle was, Þ 
| 02d 4 deſire to depart that he might be with Chriſt 
bl Zhil.” 1. 23. Or if a man be willing to.die tha 
21 fo'he may be wholly free'd from fn, Ne 
is Grace in his ſoul , which makes We hate 
fin _ then ouch way . _ ddr. Ia 
 Conladef. 2. They that are Chriſtiank indeed, 
; je (at Fi 


rl 


torg as they live in this world, ſhell 
calries and Temptations .- | —— 
_ They w1illfind this preſent world to be te their 

an evil” world, Gal. 1. q- And they "tap 
moſt faithful to Gods intereſt doe uſudlly-mte 
with more trouble in the world then otHer tent 
50 that if their happineſs were in this life 6h y 
of all men they would be the moſt miſerable","""Pg 


LEEEESE. 
* - 4 > © 


<2 


7] not you find tronble enotgh in the © fd 6 
S wean you from it , and to make life HET d& 


firable?-. Have you not © burdens 2" Afa* 

| will never be rid of thoſe Burdens'ſo 167 ks t 
br live in this world ,: 2: Cor. 5.4: WEAR 
rl This Tabttnacte do: groan.being burdentd a Br 
M 28 your immort#! ſouls are confined 9-thek 
1 Mortal bodies-you muſt expe burdens6F one 
ff Find r potent TOM make oy the more 
a4 . aa 


26 - $inty-am carth have oppermaniries to | 
willing to ſabmit to the will of God as. tothe 


time of our departure from hence... 
<0 3. They that die in Chrift ſhall gainly 
Deat Fo 


eu FIR 14. 13. Bleſſed are. the dread which dit in | 
-Zbe Lord . And they are never perfettly bleſleg | - 


anti] then ; tho as to their ſtate they are bleſſed 
- before : | For Bleſſed is the man whoſe tray ſereſſs 
"09'8. forgiven and whnſe ſins covered. - Neverthie 
1 

neſs dclore death : but then it is obtained 
every true believer on Jeſus Chriſt. The Apeb 
gle ſaid for 70-2 ro live 5s Chrift ,"He was will 


he 


OY 


_ which St. Paul ſatth concerning himſelf reſpecting | - 
Hisdeath-beinggainful tohim,is true ofall ſincere | - 


-hriſtians. And whatdo they gain at theirdeath? 
Verily "that-which is-better and infinitely more 
e: then all this worlds gain-:.- "They gain 


| and from-2ll-fin-tod. Rom. 6. 7. He that 1s. dead 


Jeſs Theyy is not an aftual fruition of all Bleſſed: | 


ibg, t0-lize.that fo he might do ſervice for | 
Chriſt ; he was alſo willing to die , therefore | -- 
adds to dic-is gainey} Phil. 1. 21.. And that | 


. an -happy deliverance from all their ſorrows]. 


, ; never have ſo-much as one ſinful or. vain | 
oughtin.his hearrthroughout the days of Eter- 
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' pain: this. will be unwilling to- dig, if his- work] - 
be done > apd- God-"ſhall for” meet my N 
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fe God. 
: Tis true that ſome have greater opportunities i 
- then others have, In the parable concerning the '? 
-:Talents', One man had five Talents committed * 
unto him , another had .two, another” had but | 
.one2 S0 there are {ome that have five times ! 
[the advantage to do ſervice for Gad and for Je- | 
ally a gyeater opportunity then Children: to'be | 


' Ty- And they thar are in a publick, havegreat- b 


| fl God ! And how much may a Miniſter doe | 
' moſt for higr? Yea, they that do inthe Loweſt | 
- -cnand the moſt inferior Officers may do'great | 


bd. 4  —_——EO EE TIES”: ET TIER, 7 
= 0 


Conſider, -1. We have alupporairi 20 o gar 


us, Chriſt that others. have . Fathers have vfu- 
{crving God and promoting his intereſtand glo- 


er advantages then thoſe that are-in a private | 
Capacity - - ©-how much may a Magiſtrate doe | 


for God if they lay themſelyes out t6.the ut- j 
Capacity ferve-the publick:, Confftables , Fything | 


Jeans for God , They: _ be Wrancrn j 


238  n:Gainirenearth heve opportimitiehes.\ 
to prevent a world of fin and diſhononr:to-'the 
Nanie:of God: They may doe: that ſervice for 
{him now w which he: will reward with Eternal 
glory at the laſt day.. And they-whont the Lord 


| Has dleſſed with eſtares above-otherg;/have in | 


hat reſpeft a-ſpecial advantage put -nro"their 
hands, to ſerve God If they have but an heart to 
Mmake-uſe ofit accordingly. Alfo they that bave 


ſpiritual -gifts £3 endowments aboveothers; that | 


have natural and acquired parts in a degregof 
£minency, have ſperial advantages put into'their 
aands to become inſtrumental unto Gods'glory.. 
Yea-all others whilſt" tiving have! adventages 
thereunto.. Have you not received many mer- 


| . £tes for:body and ſoul ? be thankfull unto Gad | 


for them andthen you will glorifie his Name, 
Do yow not enjoy 5 meanes of grace? "Have _ 
Dor.many:: opportunities for the ſaving good of 
| your-ſonlgs.lmprove-all; grow in grace under 

all-;; and God. will have glory fromyou and by 
you <©:: They that are-old/and ſtricken "in years 
Jet : may glorifie God, Pſalm. 92; 14; They 
ſhall bring forth fruxe in old age © ' Youthat are 
Old diferples, if you-:are much in prayer , if you 
Sring/:forth the-frnits7 of righteouſneſs , that 
| will-he to the praiſe and glory of God {> Know 
Fowpdt:tuar:  dguds didiacgreat deal of ſervice. 

| atterhewapyery old' man? . 'And:{d 
| id 192 atien is mas: above fourſcore years 
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| not ſin againſt him © thisis much fr 4 
'| xy of God . 


glorifie God whichtheyin beapen havens t2g 
alio-... Have you nexer.read. of C I 

Hoſannah . to = Lord 1 abs ; 0 ; > 
mouthes of . babes and ſucklings be : ath: ny 
praiſe ...; If you feare God whilſt young, be will 
have much. glory þy you: when it ſhail- be-faigd 
there's.a-young child, one that-is but.ten years. 
old, yet he prayeth , and he has given ſym 
up to Jeſus: Chriſt ; he feareth God and.dares 


> 810” 


Conſider... 2. The opportunities which the Living 
have to ſerve and glorifie God will all be gone With- 


in a little while , never i0 be enjoyed again any * : 


more , 

It is but a very ſhort time that you or L ſhallds 
able to do any thing or ſpeak any thing for God 
in this world : When Life-goes then all oppors 
tunities to ſerve and glorifie-God in this world 
goe oe with it,(.as has been abundantly declared ), 

he grave cannot. pratſe him, death cannot ceJehrate 
him. Therefore We had need be laying our. ielvs 
out now for God: e're long we ſhall not he able tg 


do it, tho we would never fo feign. Night com-. - 


«th when 20-. Man Can Work, Joh, 9.. 4+ There SS 
Night of death coming. apace.: Thou 

into a dark grave, into aLandof 
the Light it {elf is darknels.» dere w 
working there - All oppartunities will then 
not only be gope, but; irrecangi@bly got.» Þpr 
wehen,once a man isdead, be ſhall neyer liye ggain 
any 
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mg — Finds on et Have opportimitierrs 
any morein this world as formerly... When he 
Iyes down inthe grave he ſhall not riſe until the 


| Heavens be n6 more: The eye thar hath ſeen him 
| ſhalt fee bim no mere . And it will - not be long. 


before" death comes : We are now among the: 


| Uving;' ſhortly we ſhall all be among the dead Job. 
| 16. 22, When a few dayes are come then ſhall I goe 
| ve. way whenee I ſhall nor return. Suppoſe the 
| utnjvoſtthar can be fuppoſed that any of us ſhould 
live a 100 years in this world ( not one ina hund=+ | 
| dred, ina thouſand , ina million of men "that 
' attaifhs unto ſuch an afe ) yet what's that to e- 
ternity which. draws on apace; Nor can any. 
| man tell how ſoon his life and all his opportunt-- | 
[ Lits/fo:be doing good will be gone. Weread 
' What //aac ſaid Gen. 29. 2. 1 krow not the day. 
| of wy death, So may every one of us ſay we | 
| are not ( as Hezekiah was ) ſure we ſhall live 
| ffrcerr years longer» It -may be thou ſhalt not: 
live fifteen! weeks ,.It may be not fifteen dayes,:: 
| Rt May: be not one day: eſpecially if men lot up- 
| ena Jong; time, that's a ſign they muſt down in- ; 
tothe Pi quickly, where they cannot hope for: 
| life at thercy any/ more. We read of one in": 
pn ___s that dreamed of living a long life+- 
a0d2; mitrry, but God faid to him ---- this night © 
| fllthy foul be regis 
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gr” God, which theyin beavenhavenit 45 


olorifie God are gone; doe or will NE that they had 
| on Ty er homage th Ri” 


Where is there 2 meTy man in this WP Kat 
| when he' looks back and conſidersthe oPpartuni- 
' ties which he has had, hes grieved that-he has: 
improved them no more for God : Take the 
man that hath done moſt for God in the: world, : 
and he wiſheth” that he had-done. much more: 
| for him , and is ſorry at his heart that he hath: 
done fo little for God I for Jefiis Chriſh. 
Nor'is it to'be-donbted Iced. 
which - are- now-in- Heaven , 
| had done more for God whilſt ? fo HetElivif , 
| a be __ ny. be any Tag Bis 
the Saints in glory , this-is-it.:. were they 

of mourning they would morn for this, theothep: 
brought no more glory to the Name of «ney 
whilſt they had*"@opportunit&s and adyant: 
thereunto-. - And. as for damned Toute WY 
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| god: apdiglorifie: God with your. eftares.; priinded 
you bed - nothing to give, nd 4 ſhiling roreletve is 


Leader — 


upon them and their work not done ! when'life 


\ is gone, and the mans ſoul is gone before'GOD - 
| the Judge of all to give an account,.but he. hath 
{| done nothing of that work which the Lord re--. 
quired him to attend! It had. bin good for that.” 
man that he had never bin'born . The Lord g1- : 
veth to eyery man a Talent to. be trading with ,.: 
25 in the Parable concerning. the: Zatents js ex 
preſſed; | yea more Talents: them-one which he: 


muſt account for : Life 1s#gxeat Talent,” and: 
Health is a precious: Talent . And-if God hazh. 
bleſſed-any of youwwith at eſtate imtheworld 5. 
ble hay Fou have improved it for God's And 
what will men ſay:to the'Son of God ,/; when 


their own conſcienees ſhall accuſeithem} 2nd faþ5- 


you-whbilft living in the wotild-,5.ific bots ip dos 


or ſetwayt: of Chrift,. or to. promote aty\ pioss vWorin 
pe God would be cher; fedyoge Lots fant 
tzme you.could Izviſh upon your Idols, youbad tnought 
to ſpend wpon your Luſts, to nouriſh pride'ind'ſenſn- 
altty,/but could find mthing for God” *What wil 
fuch fay for themſelves 1n the day. 6f the LardY/ 


glorific God whichtheyia leavenhavenot np ; 
| work or other to-doe for him in the world'/fare? | 
:1 13- 34+ And an account muſt be given whether: 
"| that work has bin done; and how it has bin.done: 
:] O what a caſe are they in 5 that death cometht 


| ya4 - Saintsonearthbhave opportininies to 
{ be called to-an account: concerning all theiy F 
works, words, and thonghts whilſt_living in} 
this world , whether'they did act for God, and} . 
ſpeak for God, and think for God and his glory] - 
2. Cor:5- 10. LESS 7 k F 
:Confiderc: 5. If we be duly careful to live unto 
Goas praiſe *and glory "whilſt we continge m the 
world, we: our ſelves ſhall have the comfort of it 
at and after death . © | £44 
- I confeis'that tho a man ſhould have nothing ſ 
for his pains yet if he might be ſo happy as to} 4 
£ 
C 
A 


a & = =! 


promote the. glorv of God in an active way, 
that alane 1s inc enough . No ' Creature 
is capable of an higher dignity them this is, to] 
be made uſe of ss an inſtrument of Gods glory «| , 
But moreaver the Lord will be fure richly to resſ . 
ward thoſe that diligently ſfeek' and ;ferve him! j 
I can affure you that the thought of alife ſpent it] 
{rving God, is Comfort in 'death . My Bre-| 
thren ; 1f -mnſt" tejÞ you: my own experience,| , 
and ( as:David ſpeaketh.). dec/are what God hath 
done for my; foul. , it is this 5 When Thave layy|; 
ypon ſick: beds, ( and-as I have thought on-my] 

death-bed,) that which has comforted and: kept 
"my foul alive-hawbin , that I could fay Lord res 
member that I have deſired to know and to:doe_thy| 
ill, and-to glorify thy. Name .on the earth... . And 
now that lam reſtored to Life and health, and 
t& you-agan, there's nothing that does trouble 
-Mme- more: than-t0-caphdet that I have” a 
ee bd . 


lovlfy God, mhichtheyin heaven have mr. 73% 
the world and this very day it is Twenty three 
| year ſince 1 Þegan to preach the Gaſpel in this 
place, but have done very little for God all this 
| while. I fay then a life improved for.God, wilt 
be Comfort in death . And O what joy will filE 
the ſoul of that man after death , who lived tor 
the glory of God whilſt in this world , unta 
whom it ſhall be ſaid well doxe ood and feirbfub, 
ſervant eater thou into the joy of thy Lord. Yea 
&the more any man has done for God the more: 
glory ſhall he receive from Gad in the warld toc 


according to his works, both as to the kind &. 
degree of his works will the Teward of eternaF, 
glory be proportioned Rev, 22. 12. He that: 
loweth plentitully ſhall Teap plentyfully . 

By way of direction . 


a6 this as long as we ſhall ive. We muſt give 
| our ſelves , our whole ſelves intirely ynto God. 
in Jeſus Chriſt . There are.two eſſential parts 
which every living man does conſiſt of, viz. am. 
immortal ſoul and a mortal body : ;. we are to, 
pee God with both theſe 1” Cor. 6. 20 « 
41 Ctorifie God in your body and in your ſpirit whicls. 
Jare God's... Our ſouls and all the Powers ant 
"Faculties thereof ſhould be for God. 'We ſhould: 
al: t "gor anderſtandings on-work to.contrive. for! 

LAY "A ttan _— be often thinking Ar 
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fo many{ above five and' fourty years/) in the 


come forever. The Lord will give to every man 


. Let us devote our All to the ſervice f G of. 
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"45 Saints on earth have opportwities 6 | 
 Hiniſelf , wherein may I yet do-more for God . 
$0 declare his Name and make known, his glory * 
In the world . Ovr Wills ſhoyld be ever chooſe] - 
ing the things that pleaſe him ; O that we had] 
{ more of Chriſt in us who always did thoſe things: 
;$ Phat plcaſe the father Job. 8: 29. Our. Aﬀecs 
| . ions ſhould he given toGod. David could fay 
| T have ſet mine affetion to the houſe of my God | 
| And our bodies ſhould be devoted to him alſo ,! 
| Rom, 12. 1.. Preſent your bodyes a living ſacrifice 
boly, acceptable unto God, mhich 1s your reaſonablg' 
ſervice, Our, tongues ſhould ſpeak for God; || 
tow much glory may a graciops tongue. bring” 
unto God; One good exhortation occaſionally | ' 
| adminiſtred may be a means of converting a foul, 
;. Our hands ſhould a& for him , all that we arg] * 
 andall that we have ſhould be for God ; Ou P 
| Eſtates ſhould be improved for him ; God has g'] 
Right in every mans eſtate ; and the ſcripture 
faith honour God with thy ſubſtance Prov. 3. 10s 
{ Ji men had hearts & grace they might be inſtru. d 
| mental topromote the honour of God by theip: 
| outward eſtates: you know not how ſoon they 
may be taken from you by one providence or. 
other; if it ſhould be fo, incaſe you can fay |* 
Whilſt I had an' eſtate, I did good & honoured 
God with it, you may beaf your loſſes with a, 
great deal of Comtort ;- But when. Conſcience; 
Jhall fay to.a man , Thou didſt. withhold more: 


than was ec therefore the Lord bas blaſted; 
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] fure er'e long you will þe removed from all 
F things here below ; and then you can - honour 
1 God with your eſtates no more - And as long 
4 25 we live let us be thus for God - Let us take 
1] up Davids reſolution who ſaid While 7 live 1 wil 
| praiſe the Lord, 1 mill ſing praiſes to my God while & 
bave any being Pſa. 146- 2+ Ang Hezekiah after 
his recovery from ſickneſs had the ſame holy re- 
folve in-his heart 1/aiah 38. 20. 4he Lord was 
ready to ſave me : therefore we will ſing my ſongs to. 
the ſtringed inſtruments-all the days of our life --=a, 
; 2. Let Hs aime at God' $ glory 1-every thing - m 
We ſhould aime at that. eſpecially in rehgious 
ations, ſuch as hearing the Word, Prayer in 
pyblick, private, ſecret, holy Conferences, reads 
| ing the {criptures &c. Alſo in civil ations; ment 
ſhould attend the works of their civil Gallings 
| 2s ats of obedience unto God . It was an evi= 
dence ofa godly heart in a poor Husbandman who 
» | being impioyed in cutting wood ,- one asking; 
} him what he was doing , he reply'd am curing 
+ (7094 for God: He followed the work of his par= 
y ticular, civil Calling out of obedience to Gcd, & 
| vith reſpect to his will and glory. HOLINESS 
2] UNTO THE LORD ſhould be written on the 
» [nori2 bridles , and npon every Pot in Jeruſalem, 
Lech. 14. 20,21- You ſhould buy and ſell and 
$]dnild.hoaſes and ſhips, and all with ſome reſpect 
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| fas Sainioonerth have opportunitier ts © * 
| the morning let: his- firt thoughts be , What. 
hall 7 ave for God this day ? Yea in natural ac-; 
$ions we ſhould hays our eyes upon God , and. 
reſpett his glory : in ovr'eating, and drinking ,' 
and-ſkkeping we ought to doe thus . - There is 2 | 
Scripture, © which Fwiſh-It may come” into- my 
#houghts a hundred timies every day as long asT. 
amo hive in this world : the ſcripture which I} 
| .mean-is that 1. - C0r.--10---31- Whether you eat. 
or drink... or whatſoever ye-doe , doe” all to the glory 
| of God. If we remember this, God will accept 
{ of all that we doe as a glorifying of his' Name z! 
7 and then the longer we live, the” more glory 
| Shall we bring to the Name of God: and we'ſhall 
'., every day be adding to our owh Crown -of glory 
' Which is reſerved in Heaven for ns. --The'Lord 
. grant that the living the Irving may improve - 
" Life-and the advantages of -it. unto 
the' Praiſe of God Moſt High ; 
as we. have been. exhort- 
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+it is the DUTT and ſhould be the CARE 
of Believers on CHRIST, toLive 
in the Conſtant Exerciſe of 


GRACE, 


| & tr. NATHANAEL MATHER® 
8 | Paſtor of : a Church at Dubliz in Ireland , J 


Joh. $. aj — always thoſe PD that 

pleaſe him. | 
Rom. 8. 14. As a arc led by the pirit of 
.God , they re che han of God. © Ji 4 
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, ſtruQtive' Doftrine which ſome BY | 


'Efs had beeni ſowing among* the Galatians" 

wherewith they wefe many of Chen Ub My int 
fefted . The Corrupt dottrine whidt* mY , 7 - 
fates is this , that Believers wete bother 
_ *$0, and juſtified by the works of the' Lan 
-cularly* by obſerving © the: Cerernoniat K F2 

| E at latge Confuted this perniffous Pri 
"In this Chapter ;, he firſt exhiorts er +8; | 

"faſt in that Evangelical Libetfy-thet 
*nade thei free withal ver. x. nkith fe 
bg the momentouſneſs, ROWE 


"'N the former patt of this Epiſtle' the Ap oof #4 te 
| hath been confuting that ome eaſe PY 
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they wonld be obliged to the keeping of the whole 
| Taw, Chriſt would be of tio efte&to them ,and _ 
| they wotild elfe fall from -Grace - In the next © 
Place lie direfts them what courſe to take to pre= - 
- vent the further ſpreading of this ſo dangerous, * 
© Comayion, - namelyto cut off the ptrtinacions *\ 
Preachers of this damiiable dottrinez and he firſt + 
_ laid down a yn principle which he elſewhere ' 
makes uſe of oh the like Occaſion, See 1. Cor... 
4..6; Tis a proverbial & Metaphorical ſpeech. 
that they were all in danger of being infe&t- 
| ed , unleſs ſnch .were Cut of, A Sin or Er- | 
rourig a Church eaſily Catcheth and ſpreadeth, * 
| Becauſe the Members are all members one of an- | 
other , as Xom. 12. or all of the fame Lump 4 
Int. there ts .a ſpiritnal union, nearneſs, ard ; 
K action, between them by Virtue of the In« 
Ritution of Chriſt ; and thence if they do not j. 
| PulÞe our ſych corrupt Leaven, the Defilernent 
ably Uiffuſed with-great Celerity and: Effi» | 
| aty ve? the whole lump . Next he inſiruates 
| airmelfe by profefſing his confident perſwaſioen } 
| aid hope that they would readily be-of the ſame 
: nind du th him &;put if1 Praclice this his dire» 
© vez. 70. to give impartial Judgment vpon Ml 
Ehat troubled them; So: the Apoſtle calls the | 
| Proceeding of the Church- in order to: Genſure 
4: 7607.-5-- 12+ addivg ve. 11, that himialf | 
; for tale, Contrary: Dottrine to this: ( whereby \ 
| ere troubled, and wherewith. they had | 


.® 


HA HOT= :. ® * "ul 
been infefted_) faffered perſecution; thereby - | 
Intimating that it was not to6- heavy a-Judg- 
; Thent that they who tronbled them- with this | 
| new goſpel, ſhould fuffer Excomunicgtivh', For | 
.| either he muſt have bin utterly out iti all his | 
'.4- fufferings of perfectitions, yea & in his perſiſts | 
41 ing in preaching otherwiſe, tho' multitades | 
1 ſtumbled at the Goſpel thereby; or elſe all thefs | 
..| corrupt teachers deferved well to be cut off, | 
who eng a way of Salvation contrary vo | 
what he had both ſuffered for the Preaching of; | 
top and ( which was more ) given great offence | 
y preaching... Having thus made his way, he | 
__tells. thefit ver. 12. what he would  have-done | 
1] . with thoſe that unſetled them in their former. | 
1 erdetly walking and believing and 'profeſſing', : 
even that they ſhould be cot off . But left any | 
ſhould fay , why do you thus write unto vs? | 
What havewe to do to cut them off? he adds ver. | 
{ it3- that God had called ther to Liberty, rhar & | 
God had called and brought them into fuch-ant | 
| eſtate by the Goſpel , wherein they had a Hiber- | 
1] ty of afting according to their place, in-and for | 
the cutting off of thoſe that troubled themn+; | 
Kot that private members may caſt - oat their | 
Teachers by any Office-Authority over therm, | 
| but that they have an- intereſt oflliberty and | 
| -Pfiviledge to aft in obedience to Chir afid iff | 
1 obcdienceto their Officers that are found 2; Cor: - | 
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| Julgnent enſickdagrenadudd ſd as to rejelt 
: 1 -becauſe-Churches are too ept.in* 
: duke this their liberty to fall into. abuſing: | Jl 
: Of it ; ; the preſently. gives 2 necedful warning and- }. 
- eaution 2-.-that.they; ved: not this their liber- 
| 5y'a3-an occafioh to thefleſh 7; c. Take heed not: 
| fo. a&t.and; vent; their.own corruptions, by and 
{ In the uſing of this their, liberty: - But: Churches: 
| . being 10,exceeding/ſibjedt to miſuſe:their liber-, | 
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| tamanted ; becauſe: hereby - we loboſFour Com- 
2 -munion with Got; {0 far and 0 long av'as we 
 doindt walk int the:Fpirie> And Communion with 
© "Hind 38-85 much'-mvre precious thewthe-uſeof | 
- reaſon; as Divine-& ſpiritual life is more excel- 
+teiit than the of Real : -In' whatever we 
-retils 10 xxrecile proce; we'to therein turn-off 
:from-Gbd and: break with hirh; and-were itnot | 
for Chriſt wublipddediacts We'Were Loſt for« 
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, 2 ia? Whatever: meds without Exerciſing grace 
mats: azs-not #5 God's taſt it finds no ac- 


| Oy” ue" Can. 4.16. unleſs the 
-QF-Gt es Fwy -out;- notie of dur fruit 
ealant to: \Taſt; and if rot pleaſant 

af he Prune no God for hi aC- 


mgſt: pur fits for 1 pardon. or: for 
£ WY, grace be. ;ecercſel on onr 
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Grafton | is fiok af All iced thereby f 
how fad is it for a man that hath a Rats to rufly | 
and- work of life and death to get done; ta. 
Nod,and ſtand, and fleep, and fall fo often in 
A day! 


USE. 4+ of Exhottation, "4 
Walk in the Spirit, exerciſe grace in every oy 
you take . 


* Look to it, not only that you doe what is | 

"Food, but alſo that in doing of it you aft the ins 

ward principle of Grace that you have recieved. 
Here Conſider. 

1: You have afted Corruption in all your ways, Coll 
3- 2. Let the time paſt ſuffice us, i. Pet, q« 
and from very ſhame and indignation at yours 
ſelvs for your aCting of Corruption, be provoke 
ed to walk in the Spirit for the time to comes 
For you are much indebted to Chriſt, you have 
had much forgiven and therefore ſhould love 
much. 

2. You muſt mavoidably in every thing, at 
Grace or Corruption. = 

' Therefore if you att not Grace, you- will a | 

Corruption. Theſe two are the Univerſal prin- 
Ciples of all our Actions, and doe Flow inte 
every thing we doe: They are ſeated ſo near 
together, and are ſo Contrary one to the other, 
perpetually warring each againſt other , that 
.2f one give back never 1o little,, the yr 
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"jAfd indeed theſe two contrary prineiples ſhalt 
and muft lodge in the ſame ſoul, yea abide in 
- the very ſame faculty during this life but the 
+ Conqueſt of the one over the other lyes in the 
" ones prevayling more then the other to fill up! 
your AQings. . Theſe two, fleſh and Spirit, Cor 
Fuption and Grace, divide between them all 
'our Aftions whatever, there being no medi 
- #1, any more then there is any Action that 
hath, no Rule or Law over it ; As there will be 
Either light or darkneſs in the Air ; So there 
will be either Sin or Grace, Fleſh or Spirit filling 
_ every Aftion that is humane, that falls under 
the Command of the Will. | 
3. By the Exerciſe of Grace the ſoul 3s kept 7 
an Holy Healthfull-and Chearfull frame . 
_ _ Luſts warr againſt the ſoul, 1. Per. 2. 117 | 
and thence the prevayling of them tends to the 
death” of the ſoul - Grace warrs for the ſoul, 
and the acting thereof is the ſouls ſtrength and 
health and life. Act grace in one paſlage, and | 
you will come off from it with the heart in frame ; # 
and fitted by it for another . Grace acted in | 
our Callings , fits the heart for dutyes of wor- || 
ſhip, and in dutyes of worſhip fits the heart for 
the dutyes of our Calling: Yea, by this meanes 
- the heart will be kept fitt for every Change and | 
cannot be found unprepared . Lamps burning, | 
and Zoy7s rt is. nothing elſe but grace in actual | 
Exciciſe; This allo puts and keeps the foul in a 
__ D —- — qeeatd 
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doing . On the other hand, Duties that ſeem 
to be bitter in their proper Nature , e. g. Re= 
Pentance and 'breaking the heart for ſin , Cona 
feſfing it before God , and Condemning a mans 
ſelf for it, even theſe duties are moſt ſweet, and 
yeild unſpeakable comfort if done ir the Spirit , 
if grace be exerciſed in them . 
4+ Thus exerciſing Grace will ſublimate and ſpi- 
rituallize every attion, turaing natural affections in= 
fo Graces , 
| Thos a mans loving his Wife or Child, or any 
other Relation or friend , become gracious _ | 
_— 
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tand hence: are of great account in the eyes of 
God , Thus, not the meaneſt ſmalleſt a&, but 
It hath a glory and excellency 1n it if grace be 
(exerciſed: as Luther ſaid, a poor milk-maid milking, | 
* done in Faith is more glorious then 1 Congueſts &* 
Triumphs of Ceſar or Alexander: And it will ap« 
2ear {o another day, being recorded and: regif< 
tred in Heaven for a gracious Acceptance and 
. geward in the day of Chriſt. Thus a man's 

. eating, drinking, ſleeping promotes his Sal- 
- - wation and adds ſomething to his Crown, 

of Glory another day; as well ag 

.- his Praying, or his Hearing, or 
| his Suffering for CHRIST 
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T Hat the God of Heaven hath an Over-ruling © 
* - _ 
j hand of Providence, in whatever cometh to we, 

6s this world. | 


IT. 

| That the works of Divine Providence are great: - 
«nd Wonderful. : 
TIT. 


That God doth wonderfull ſit bis Judgment 
gecording to what the ſins of men have been. 


IV. 


That Sins of Qniſſion expoſe men to the Judgment | 
of God. 
Y. 


That the Lord's ſervants mhilft living in this- J 
avorld, bave many Qpportunities and advantages to .) 
glorifi God, which they in Heaven have nt, 

FE N V [. "as | 

That it is the Dyty and ſhould be the Care of | 

a Chriſtian to walk in the conſtant Exerciſe of * 


| Grace, 
'F 


This laſt Sermon was preached 
"By Mr. MNathancel Mather? 
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